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PREFATORY. 


The  undersigned  Committee,  appointed,  to  prepare  the 
Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  superin- 
tend its  publication,  respectfully  submit  the  present  volume 
to  their  comrades. 

It  was  thought  best  by  the  Committee,  to  follow  the 
general  plan  of  arrangement  adopted  in  the  first  volume, 
published  by  the  Society  in  1868,  and  to  make  the  present 
one  similar  in  letter -press  and  binding.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  action  of  the  Committee  in  this  respect  will  be  approved. 
Some  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  collecting  and 
arranging  the  materials  for  the  present  volume,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Association 
are  so  widely  scattered  in  residence,  and  delay  has  there- 
by been  occasioned. 

The  Committee  acknowledge  their  obligation  to  Mr.  W. 

H.  Drapier,  stenographer  to  the  Society,  for  the  full  report 

of  the  various  speeclies  contained  in  this  volume,  furnished 

gratuitously. 

NATHAN  KIMBALL, 

CHARLES   CRUFT, 
A.  D.  STREIGHT, 

Committee. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


Indianapolis,  Wednesday,  Dec.  16,  1869. 

On  the~16th  December,  1868,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  at  Chicago,  Indianapolis  was 
selected  as  the  place  for  the  next  meeting,  and  the  anniversary 
of  the  battle  of  Nashville — 15th  and  16th  December,  1869 — 
as  the  time.  Generals  Nathan  Kimball,  A.  D.  Streigut,  and 
Fre^j  Kneffler,  of  Indianapolis,  had  been  appointed  as  the  local 
Executive  Committee  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  meeting. 


In  the  discharge  of  this  duty  the  Executive  Committee 
prepared  and  mailed  the  following  circular  to  each  member  of 
the  Society,  and  to  all  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  other  Western  armies  whose  address  could  be  pro- 
cured, to  wit: 


Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


Head  Quarters  Executive  Committee, 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Nov.  3,  1869. 


Comrade : 


The  Executive  Committee  appointed  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that 
the  third  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  15th  and  16th  days  of  December,  18G9. 

u  The  object  of  the  Society  being  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
the  fortunes  and  achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland ;  to 
preserve  that  unanimity  of  loyal  sentiment,  and  kind  and  cordial 
feeling  which  has  been  an  eminent  characteristic  of  this  army,  and 
the  main  element  of  the  power  and  success  of  its  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  cause  of  the  Union.  The  history  and  glory  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  this  army,  who  have  fallen  either  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, or  otherwise  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall  be  a  permanent  and 
sacred  trust  to  this  Society.  It  shall  also  be  the  object  and 
bounden  duty  of  this  Society  to  relieve,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
families  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  when  in  indigent  cir- 
cumstances." 

Bearing  in  mind  these  hdly  objects,  every  surviving  member 
of  the  Society,  and  comrade  of  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land should  make  it  a  duty  to  bo  present  at  every  meeting  of  the 
Society,  to  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  our  glorious  purposes. 

The  Executive  Committeo  take  pleasure  in  assuring  you  that 
every  arrangement  is  being  made  to  insure  a  "  glorious  season  of 
enjoyment"  to  all. 

You  are  detailed  for  duty ;  be  ready  to  answer  at  roll  call, 
and  inform  the  committee  by  letter,  at  an  early  day,  that   you 
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will  bo  with  us,  that  your  name  may  be  enrolled  on  the  Banquet 
Register. 

"Rally  around  the  flag,  boys." 
Respectfully, 

Your  comrades, 

Nathan  Kimball, 
Fred  Kneffler, 
A.  D.  Streight, 

Executive  Committee. 


In  addition  to  the  circular,  proper  effort  was  made  to  give 
wide  publicity,  by  means  of  the  newspaper  press,  of  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting.  } 

Tho  Academy  of  Music,  corner  of  Illinois  and  Ohio 
Streets,  was  provided  as  the  place  for  meeting.  Arrangements 
were  made  with  Messrs.  Winchester  &  Sapp,  of  the  National 
Ilotel,  for  an  elegant  banquet,  at  "Washington  Hall,  on  the 
evening  of  the  16th.  Tasteful  and  appropriate  decorations 
were  devised  and  prepared  for  the  Academy  of  Music  and  the 
banquet  hall,  good  music  provided,  and  everything  accom- 
plished which  could  be  anticipated  as  requisite  to  make  the 
reunion  joyous  and  successful. 

The  citizens  of  Indianapolis  generally  seconded  the  efforts 
of  the  Committee,  and  spared  no  pains  or  expense  to  make  the 
occasion  memorable.  Hospitalities  of  every  kind  were  freely 
tendered  by  the  citizens  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  and. 
nothing  that  could  be  devised  was  omitted  which  promised*  to» 
add  to  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting. 


■ 


Minutes. 


Academy  of  Music,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Dec.  15, 1869. 

The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  pursuant  to 
an  order  of  adjournment  at  its  last  regular  meeting  in  Chicago, 
met  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  in  the 
city  of  Indianapolis.  n 

General  Nathan  Kimball,  Chairman  of  the  Local  Com- 
mittee, called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  upon  his  invitation^ 
Rev.  E.  P.  Ingersoll  opened  the  proceedings  of  the  Society 
with  prayer. 

General  Kimball,  in  behalf  of  Indianapolis  and  of  In- 
diana, welcomed  the  Society  and  old  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  in  an  impromptu  address,  which  was  re- 
ceived with  hearty  applause. 

lie  spoke  as  follows : 


i 


6  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Comrades  : 

To  another  was  assigned  the  duty  of  welcoming  you  on  this 
occasion;  but  he  is  absent,  and,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  to  make  arrangements  for  this  meeting  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  the  duty  now  devolves  upon  mo  to  make  the 
address  of  welcome  to  this  assembly. 

"When  I  look  around  me  here  my  heart  is  too  full,  almost,  for 
utterance,  because  I  see  faces  that  I  well  knew  in  the  hour  of  trial 
and  of  danger,  and  because  there  are  seats  vacant.  Harker, 
McCook,  and  others,  are  not  with  us  to-day.  But  the  God  of 
battles  was  with  us  in  that  day  of  trial :  He  has  been  with  us 
since,  and  oh,  may  He  be  with  us  forever. 

Comrades— Indianapolis,  the  Capital  of  the  great  Hoosier  State, 
which  contributed  so  largely  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  and  of  the  Army  of  Ohio,  to-day  bids  you  welcome, 
and  a  hearty  God  bless  you. 

I  can't  make  a  speech,  but  under  the  lead  of  the  gallant  Rose- 
crans,  who  sits  on  my  right ;  and  undor  the  load  of  the  great  hero 
of  the  Shenandoah  Valley — under  the  lead  of  these  men,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  I  could  fight  and  the  men  could  fight  with  me. 

And  I  say  that  Indiana'^  heart  is  with  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, with  the  Army  and  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  of 
America  !  As  wo  stood  by  the  flag  then,  so  we  stand  by  it  to-day, 
and  so  we  will  stand  by  it  so  long  as  time  shall  be  given  ub.  \ 

Comrades — without  detaining  you  longer,  I  take  much  pleas- 
ure in  presenting  to  you  the  gallant  leader  of  the  Army  of  the 
Shenandoah,  General  Sheridan,  who  will  preside  over  the  delib- 
erations of  the  Society  in  the  absence  of— will  you  pardon  me, 
commanders  and  comrades,  if  I  Bay  in  the  absence  of  one  whoso 
picture  is  before  us.  The  greatest  man,  permit  me  to  say,  on  God's 
footstool  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America.  I  may  be 
partial,  but  I  love  this  man.  I  honor  all  these  gallant  men,  but 
while  I  honor  and  venerate  them  my  heart's  whole  fountain  of  love 
goes  out  to  old  Pap  Thomas. 
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General  Sheridan,  a8  presiding  officer  of  this  Society,  Indian- 
apolis now  turns  it  over  to  your  command,  and  may  you  and  every 
member  say  with  the  scripture,  "  Behold  how  good  and  pleasant  it 
is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity."  And  when  you  go 
homo,  may  each  one  of  you  say  that  it  was  good  for  us  to  be  here. 
God  bless  you  all. 

Lieutenant  General  P.  II.  Sheridan,  as  the  ranking 
Vice  President,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  Major  Gen- 
eral Thomas,  was  conducted  to  the  chair,  and  after  long  con- 
tinued applause  addressed  the  Society  as  follows : 

Comrades  op  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland: 

I  congratulate  you  upon  this  our  third  anniversary.  It  was  not 
my  good  fortune  to  be  with  you  heretofore  at  the  meetings  of  our 
Society,  but  although  not  present,  I  trust  that  you  all  knew  that 
my  heart  was  here,  and  that  I  had  a  greater  love  for  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  than  for  any  other  Army  to  which  I  belonged 
during  the  war. 

It  gratified  me  to  see  such  good  feeling  manifested  in  your 
proceedings,  for  it  was  that  good  feeling  which  enabled  us  to  stand 
by  each  other  and  the  old  flag,  so  gallantly,  in  times  of  danger. 

At  the  mention  of  his  love  for  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  of  its  old  Commander,  General  Thomas,  he  was 
greeted  with  renewed  and  prolonged  applause. 

After  long  and  loud  calls  for  "  Rosecrans,"  General  W. 
S.  Rosecrans  spoke  as  follows : 

I  am  not  able  to  express  the  gratification  I  feel  in  meeting  you 
here  to-day.     My  heart  is  so  full  that  I  will  talk  but  little. 

Nothing  would  have  given  me  more  pleasure  than  to  have  been 
with  you  at  your  former  meetings,  but  circumstances  prevented. 
And  now  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to-day,  gentlemen,  to  find 
myself  with  you. 


8  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

, 

I  render  homage  to  that  unity  and  magnanimity  which  has 
made  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  conspicuous  among  the  armies 
of  the  Union  ;  and  that  characteristic  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, I  find,  is  exhibited  by  all  the  soldiers  connected  with  it  wher- 
ever I  meet  and  speak  with  them,  and  I  sincerely  congratulate  you 
upon  it.  And  I  congratulate  }Tou  the  more,  and  feel  proud  of  it, 
as  I  was  one  unit  which  went  to  make  up  the  body  of  that  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  and  of  the  Ohio.  But,  comrades,  you  must 
excuse  me  from  trying  to  make  a  speech,  and  let  me  say  that  with 
all  my  heart  I  greet  you;  and  whenever  I  meet  a  member  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  no  matter  whether  he  served  in  the 
ranks,  or  has  the  star  of  a  General,  I  shall  greet  him  most  cor- 
dially. 

In  response  to  a  unanimous  and  continued  call,  General 
T.  J.  Wood  spoke  as  follows : 

Comrades : 

It  makes  my  heart  beat  with  a  double  pulsation  to  see 
so  many  brave  men  and  brothers  together,  and  think  that  we 
all  passed  through  so  many  dangers  in  tho  great  war  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Union. 

This  is  our  third  meeting,  and  we  are  here  in  tho  Capital  of 
Indiana — that  State  which  sent  forth  so  many  brave  men,  so  many 
gallant  officers,  so  many  patriots  to  make  up  that  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

Many  distinguished  officers  are  with  us  that  we  are  glad  to 
meet,  who  have  not  been  with  us  on  former  occasions.  But  we 
have  met  this  afternoon  for  business.  The  speaking,  I  believe,  we 
will  have  to-morrow,  and  we  will  havo  more  of  it  to-morrow  night. 
Excuse  me  with  simply  saying,  how  d'ye  do,  to  every  one  here, 
until  to-morrow  evening. 

General  J.  M.  Schofield  was  then  loudly  called  for  by  the 
Society,  and  replied  as  follows: 


1 


■ 
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Comrades  of  the  Army  op  the  Cumberland  : 

In  1863 — the  darkest  hours  of  my  life — when  the  politicians 
got  too  warm  for  me  in  the  rear,  I  went  and  I  begged  to  be  sent 
to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  then  commanded  by  the  noble- 
hearted  Eosecrans,  who,  like  a  true,  warm-hearted  friend,  took 
me  by  the  hand  and  welcomed  me  to  the  army.  He  assigned  me 
to  that  other  noble  chieftain — the  man  dearest  to  all  your  hearts — • 
George  II.  Thomas.  He,  too,  welcomed  me  like  a  brother  and  a 
true  soldier,  and  gave  me  the  old  Third  Division  of  the  Four- 
teenth Corps.  They  received  me  with  open  arms,  and  I  became  a 
member  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

From  that  day  one  of  the  strongest  affections  of  my  heart 
rests  with  the  old  Third  Division  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
and  next  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  You  recollect,  tbo 
most  of  you,  my  subsequent  service  in  association  with  you.     I 


General  James  S.  Negley  in  response  to  the  calls  made, 
said: 

I  assure  you  I  rise  with  emotions  that  will  find  feeble  expres- 
sion in  words,  for,  in  the  providence  of  God,  we  will  not  all  meet 
in  another  year  together  as  we  do  to-day. 

As  General  Wood  has  properly  said,  this  is  the  time  for 
business — to  arrange  such  matters  as  should  properly  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Society.  We  have  come  from  our  homes  to 
take  each  other  by  the  hand  and  almost  press  to  our  hearts  the 
noble  men  who  for  the  love  of  our  Country  stood  by  their 
Country  in  our  times  of  sore  trial. 

The  President  then  called  upon  the  Recording  Secretary 
to  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting.     Upon  the  suggestion 


i 
refer, to  this  little  incident  with  much  prido,  as  being  the  date  of 
my  first  membership  with  your  army. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  meet  with  you  here,  and  where- 
ever  eise  it  may  be  my  good  fortune  to  meet  with  you. 


10  Army  of  the  Cumoerland. 

that  the  published  proceedings  of  the  meeting  in  Chicago  con- 
tained the  minutes  and  were  familiar  to  all  members,  it  was 
moved  and  carried  that  the  reading  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at  its  meeting  on  the  15th 
and  16th  of  December  last  be  adopted  as  published. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  General  J.  S.  Fullerton, 
was  then  read  by  him,  and.  on  motion  adopted. 

General  Kimball,  as  Chairman  of  the  Local  Executive 
Committee,  made  his  report,  which  was  received  with  cheers 
for  the  Committee. 

General  Grose,  representing  the  Committee  of  Publica- 
tion, reported  that  he  would  refer  to  the  published  book  of  the 
lasfrreunion  as  the  result  of  the  share  of  his  Committee  in  the 
matter  of  publication,  which  report  was  received  by  acclama- 
tion. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  against  the  Society  incurred  at 
its  last  meeting,  reported  that  none  had  been  paid  as  none  had 
been  presented.     Adopted. 

Colonel  Hunter  Brooke,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Certificate  of  Membership,  made  a  partial  report,  and  asked 
for  furthey'time  to  complete  his  report,  which  was  given. 

General  Fullerton,  Chairman  of  the  "Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  War  Kecord,"  reported  that  the  Board  had  as  yet  held 
no  meeting  and  taken  no  action. 

Colonel  Henry  Stone,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Memorials,  asked  till  to-morrow  before  making  report,  which 
was  given. 
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Major  Lyman  Bridges  presented  the  following  motion : 

Moved  that  a  Fnancial  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair  to  report  at  the  earliest  moment  possible,  the  best  manner  to 
Bccure  the  investment  and  distribution  of  the  funds  of  the  Society 
on  hand. 

General  Gleason  moved  as  an  amendment  to  said  motion  : 

"  That  said  Committee  also  report  upon  a  plan  to  increase  said 
funds  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  objects  contemplated  in 
the  preamble  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Socioty." 

Which  was  accepted  by  Major  Bridges,  and  the  motion 
aa  amended  was  seconded  and  carried. 


H 


I  The  President  thereupon  appointed  the  following  Finan- 
cial Committee: 

*  General  J.  S.  Fullerton, 

General  William  Grose, 
Colonel  L.  A.  Harris, 
Major  Lyman  Bridges, 
General  B.  F.  Scribner. 


The  President  called  upon  the  Secretary  to  read  the  let- 
ters received  from,  absent  members  and  invited  guests.  The 
first  letter  read  was  from  Major  General  Thomas,  which  was 
received  with  unbounded  applause,  and  a  motion  by  Colonel 
Stone  that  the  presiding  Vice  President  telegraph  to  General 
Thomas  expressing  the  regret  of  the  Society  at  his  inability  to 
be  present,  and  the  best  wishes  of  the  members  for  him  now 
and  ever.  .    , 


I 


A  letter  was  then  read  from  General  Garfield,  urging  a 
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change  of  the  time  of  meeting  to  accommodate  members  who 
might  be  in  Congress  and  otherwise  engaged  at  this  season. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  carried,  that  the  further 
reading  of  letters  be  dispensed  with  till  after  the  regular  busi- 
ness of  the  Society  was  finished,  and  that  all  letters  be  pub- 
lished. 

The  President  announced  that  in  accordance  with  the 
By-Laws  of  the  Society  he  would  appoint  the  following 
Committees: 

Committee  to  Nominate  the  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the 
ensuing  year, 

k  General  Thos.  J.  "Wood, 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 
General  N".  L.  Anderson, 
Colonel  Hunter  Brooke, 
Major  Lyman  Bridges, 
Major  James  K;  IIayden. 

Committee  upon  the  Time  and  Place  of  Holding  the  next 
Meeting, 

General  J.  Barnett,  ' 
General  II.  M.  Cist, 
Colonel  M.  C.  Taylor, 
*  General  W.  J.  Elliott, 

Colonel  J.  Mendenhall. 

Committee  to  ISTominate  an  Orator  and  Alternate  for  the 
Annual  Meeting  in  1870, 


General  C.  C.  Doolittle, 
Colonel  Henry  Stone, 
General  S.  W.  Price. 
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Committee  on  Memorials, 

General  H.  M.  Cist, 
General  T.  F.  Brown, 
Captain  M.  G.  McLain. 

General  Negley  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  be  held  on  the  19th  and  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Chicamauga. 

General  Anderson  suggested  that  these  days  would  come 
on  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  moved  that  the  "Wednesday  and 
Thursday  preceding  be  designated  as  the  days  of  meeting,  in- 
stead of  the  19th  and  20th.  This  amendment  was  accepted  by 
General  Neqley. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  that  the  resolution 
as  amended  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Time  and  Place, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  the  Society  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning.  i 


n 
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Thursday  Morning,  December  16th. 

Lieutenant  General  Sheridan,  presiding,  called  the 
Society  to  order.  The  report  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  by  the  Secretary,  and  upon  motion,  adopted. 


General  Sheridan  then  read  the  following  telegram 
which  he  had  sent  to  General  Thomas  : 

Indianapolis,  December  16th,  18  69. 

Major  General  George  II.  Thomas, 

President  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

San  Francisco,  California. 

The'  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  by  unani- 
mous resolution,  express  their  deep  regret  at  your  unavoidable 
absence,  and  direct  me  to  express  to  you  their  continued  love 
and  admiration. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN. 
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General  "William  Grose,  in  behalf  of  the  Financial 
Committee,  reported 

Thai  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  the  funds  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  needed  for  immediate  use  should  be  invested  in  United 
StatOB  Bonds,  which  can  be  converted  as  needed  by  the  Society. 


Which  report  was  adopted  : 


General  Barnett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Time  and  Place  of  the  next  Meeting,  in  behalf  of  that  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  following  cities  as  those  selected  for  ballot 
by  the  Society : 

Cleveland, 
Detroit, 
St.  Louis. 


And  recommended*  "  that  the  time  of  holding  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Society  be  fixed  on  the  7th  and  8th  days  of 
September  next,  the'Yinniversary  of  the  occupation  of  Atlanta 
by  our  troops,"  which  report  was  accepted.  Upon  the  motion 
for  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the  portion  relating  to  the  time 
called  forth  a  warm  discussion. 


Colonel  Hunter  Brooke  opposed  any  change  of  the  time, 
claiming  no  good  reason  had  been  advanced,  and  that  the  pres- 
ent season  >Vas  the  most  favorable,  and  suggested  if  it  were  a 
question  of  comfort  alone  that  we  meet  at  Niagara  Falls  on  the 
Fourth  of  July. 


Dr.  Read  opposed  any  change.     The  time  recommended 
was  a  season  of  fairs,  political  excitement  and  general  sickness. 
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General  Durbin  Ward  opposed  any  change,  and  thought 
it  would  interfere  with  the  farmers  and  their  friends. 

General  Kimball  urged  that  the  proposed  change  be 
made ;  that  it  would  accommodate  many  more  of  the  members, 
and  that  as  for  days  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  could  call 
every  day  in  the  year  its  own. 

General  Eegley  spoke  in  favor  of  the  change  to  Sep- 
tember. 

General  Gleason  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  substi- 
tuting the  24th  and  25th  days  of  November  for  those  reported. 

After  further  discussion  by  Generals  Moody,  Scribner  and 
Ward,  the  motion  to  amend  was  carried  and  the  report  as 
amended,  adopted. 

The  President  then  appointed  as  tellers  to  collect  ballots 
for  place  of  meeting : 

General  Cruft, 
Major  Bates, 
General  Anderson, 
General  Streight, 

Who  reported  the  following  vote : 

Cleveland — 116. 
St.  Louis— 39. 
Detroit — 10. 

General  Sheridan,  the  President,  thereupon  announced 
that  the  next  meeting  would  be  held  at  Cleveland  on  the  24th 
and  25th  days  of  November,  1870. 


I 
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A  motion  offered  by  General  Gleason,  that  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  send  circulars,  giving  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  the  next  meeting  to  the  publishers  of  county  news- 
papers, requesting  publication  of  such  notice  at  least  thirty 
days  previous  to  said  meeting,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Colonel  Stone,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Memorials, 
submitted  the  following  report  of  that  committee  : 

Indianapolis,  December  16,  I860. 

The  Committee  on  Memorials  would  report  that  they  have 
bad  undor  consideration  the  scheme  of  taking  some  steps  for  the 
erection  of  a  monument  to  our  deceased  comrades  of  tho  Army  of 
th«  Cumberland,  and  that  they  do  not  consider  it  advisable  at 
present  to  take  any  action  in  tho  matter. 

Boring  tho  year,  the  Society  has  lost  by  doath  three  of  its 
membors:  Brkvbt  Brigadier  General  Edward  Kitchell  of 
OIney,  I1L,  late  Colonel  of  tho  98th  Illinois  Volunteers;  Brevet 
Liru?enant  Colonel  S.  B.  Raymond,  of  Chicago,  late  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  of  the  51st  Illinois  Volunteers;  and  Captain  Wil- 
liam Hannan  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  late  of  the  12-ith  Ohio  Volunteers. 

Brigadier  General  George  D.  Wagner  of  Indiana,  a  promi- 
nent officer  of  tho  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  though  not  a  member 
of  tho  Society,  has  also  died  within  tho  year  just  closed. 

Tho  Committee  have  prepared  brief  memorials  of  each  of  these- 
officers,  which  they  herewith  submit,  and  recommend  their  refer- 
ence to  tho  Committee  on  Publication. 

Henry  Stone,. 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Memorials.. 

General  "Wood  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  report  the 
Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  reported  as  follows : 
2 
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PRESIDENT. 
Major  General  George  II.  Thomas. 

"Vice  Presidents. 
Lieutenant  General  P.  II.  Sheridan,  of  Illinois. 
Major  General  William  S.  Rosecrans,  of  Ohio. 
Major  General  J.  M.  Schofield,  Missouri. 
Major  General  J.  S.  Negley,  Pennsylvania. 
Major  General  J.  M.  Brannan,  District  of  Columbia. 
Brigadier  General  S.  TV.  Price,  Kentucky. 
Brevet  Colonel  S.  J.  Little,  Tennessee. 
Brevet  Major  General  Nathan  Kimball,  Indiana. 
Brevet  Major  General  C.  C.  Doolittle,  Michigan. 
Brevet  Major  General  Emerson  OPDYKE,,New  York. 
Brevet  Major  General  W.  W.  Lowe,  Iowa. 
Brevet  Major  General  G.  W.  Mindel,  New  Jersey. 
Colonel  John  Conover,  Kansas.  -* 

Treasurer. 
Brigadier  General  J.  S.  Fullerton. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  I.  Waterman. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  II.  M.  Cist. 

General  Doolittle,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  to 
Select  an  Orator  for  the  next  meeting,  reported  the  names  of 
General  John  M.  Palmer,  of  Illinois,  and  General  J.  A. 
Garfield,  of  Ohio,  as  alternate. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Telegrams  were  then  read  from  General  II.  A.  Barnum 
of  New  York,  and  General  J.  M.  Palmer  of  Springfield, 
Illinois,  regretting  their  absence,  and.  inviting  the  Society  to 
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hold  its  next  meeting  in  New  York  and  Springfield,  respec- 
tively. 

General  Kimball  offered  the  following,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved^  That  W.  H.  Drapier,  of  Indianapolis,  stenographer 
to  the  highest  military  commission  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
ho,  and  is,  hercb}'  appointed  official  reporter  of  this  Society. 

General  "Willich  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  present  histories  and  some  of  the  official  records 
of  tlio  lttto  war  contain  a  great  many  errors  and  some  grave  con- 
tradictions in  regard  to  important  details,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  desirable, to  place  before  the  peopo  of  the 
United' States,  and  the  youth  in  our  public  schools  a  true  and  cor- 
rect history  of  these  memorable  events,  as  one  of  the  best  means 
to  produce  and  promulgate  patriotism  and  a  sense  of  national 
honor,  and 

Whereas,  The  number  of  those  who  participated  in  the  strug- 
gles for  the  preservation  of  our  Nation's  life,  is  daily  decreasing, 
and  their  testimony  will  be  lost; 

Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  do  petition  Congress  to  institute  a  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  War  Record,  composed  of  the  historiographers  of  this 
country,  the  loyal  Governors  and  other  leading  statesmen,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  into  those  records,  to  correct  all  errors 
and  contradictions,  and  who  shall  have  the  power  to  summon  the 
necessary  witnesses  in  order  to  carry  out  this  object. 
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Captain  E.  Calkins  presented  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  deeply  sympathize 
with  the  struggling  patriots  who  are  now  fighting  for  their  civil 
rights  on  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

General  Ward  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table,  as  it  had  in  it  more  or  less  of  what,  in  the  parlance  of 
the  country,  is  called  " politics." 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  prevailed. 

Dr.  Read  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  this  Society  be  instructed  to 
furnish  a  blank  book  for  registering  the  names  of  those  members 
attending  the  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Said 
book  to  bo  placed  at  a  convenient  point  at  the  place  of  meeting. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  : 

Resolved,  That  Art.  —  Sec.  —  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
so  as  to  read  that  the  initiation  feo,  and  annual  dues  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Association  shall  be  two  dollars. 

On  motion  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  then  offered 
by  S.  K.  Harryman  : 

Whereas,  The  present  fees  for  admission  to  membership  in  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  dues  thereto  have 
made  the  Society  nearly  self-supporting; 

Therefore  resolved,  That  the  fees  and  dues  be  so  reduced  as  to 
enable  every  officer  and  soldier  who  composed  that  grand  Army, 
and  contributed  to  make  its  record  glorious  among  the  Nations  of 
the  earth,  to  become  a  member. 
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Upon  motion,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Colonel  Hunter  Brooke,  chairman  of  the  Committee  for 
preparing  and  submitting  a  Design  for  a  Certificate  of  Member- 
ship, made  the  report  of  that  committee  referring  to  a  design 
exhibited,  and  gave  the  estimated  cost  as  follows: 

Engraving  Steel  plate,  ....  $800.00. 

Printing  on  parchment,  1,000  copies,         -         -  40.00  per  100. 

Printing  on  parchment  paper,  1,000  copies,  -      15.00  per  100. 

(The  written  report  would  be  unintelligible  without  the  design, 
and  is  therefore  omitted. — Sec'y.) 

After  the  discussion,  upon  motion  of  General  Scribner, 
tho  whole  matter  was  recommitted  to  the  same  committee  with 
power  to  act  in  the  premises  according  to  their  own  judgment. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  Committee  on  Claims  be 
appointed. 

General  Kimball  stated  it  was  unnecessary,  that  no 
claim  would  be  presented,  as  the  members  at  Indianapolis  had 
provided  for  all  expenses,  the  citizens  of  their  city  joining  with 
them.  Many  members  expressed  dissent  that  the  Society 
should  take  such  liberality  as  granted,  but  at  the  earnestness 
of  General  Kimball,  yielded  the  point  and  the  motion,  not 
being  seconded,  dropped. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  offered  by  J.  W.  Blake: 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  Congress  an  amendment  to 
the  Pension  Laws  of  the  United  States  by  which  pensions  can  be 
payablo  every  two  months  instead  of  six  months — an  increase  of 
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the  pensions  of  widows  and  minor  children  of  such  soldiers  as  are 
disabled  to  the  extent  of  loss  of  a  limb — the  repeal  of  the  clause 
which  prevents  widows  from  marrying,  and  the  passage  of  a 
Bounty  Land- Warrant  Law,  giving  a  land-warrant  for  a  fair 
amount  to  each  surviving  officer  and  soldier  of  the  War  of  1861, 
or  their  heirs,  placing  them  on  at  least  an  equal  footing  with  the 
soldiers  of* the  War  with  Mexico,  the  War  of  1812,  and  the  War 
of  the  Eevolution. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments at  Indianapolis,  to  the  citizens,  and  to  Major  General 
Kimball  especially,  for  the  full  and  complete  arrangements  made 
for  the  present  meeting. 

The  following  series  of  resolutions  presented  by  General 
Kimball,  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  are  most  heartily  tendered  to  the  Editors  and  Pub- 
lishers of  the  Indiana  State  Sentinel,  Indianapolis  Journal,  Even- 
ing Mirror,  Evening  Commercial,  Evening  News,  Daily  Telegraph, 
and  Volksblatt,  for  courtesies  and  services  rendered  during  the 
reunion  of  the  Society,  and  especially  to  the  Sentinel  and  Journal, 
and  to  J.  Braden,  for  a  large  amount  of  gratuitous  printing  for 
the  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  bo  tendered  to  Messrs. 
Winchester  &  Sapp  of  the  National  Hotel,  for  the  magnificent 
banquet  prepared  by  them  for  the  Society  on  this  occasion., 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  are  hereby  tendered  to  General  S.  W.  Price  of 
Kentucky,  for  the  splendid  portrait  of  Major  General  George  H. 
Thomas,  furnished  for  the  adornment  of  the  Halls  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  lines  of  A.  Fulkerson,  Esq.,  "suggested  on 
seeing  General  Price's  picture  of  General  Thomas  at  Chicka- 
raauga,"  bo  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Society. 

General  Gleason  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  bo  tendered  to  the 
aovoral  Railroad  Companies  for  freo  return  tickets. 

The  President  then  appointed  the  following  committees  : 

The  Local  Executive  Committee  at  Cleveland, 

Brigadier  General  J.  Barnett, 
Captain  W.  C.  Bunts, 
Colonel  C.  Goddard. 

The  Committee  on  Publication, 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 
General  Charles  Cruft, 
General  A.  D.  Streigiit. 

The  President  announced  that  there  was  no  other  busi- 
ness before  the  Society,  and  on  motion  the  Society  adjourned. 

George  I,  Waterman, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

Thursday,  December  16,  1869. 

The  Society  met  at  3  P.  M.,  to  listen  to  the  address  before 
the  Society  by  Major  General  Negley. 

After  General  Negley's  address,  an  original  poem,  en- 
titled "  Chickamauga,"  was  recited,  by  the  author.  Major  E.  C. 
Kennedy,  extracts  from  which  are  elsewhere  given. 

Lieutenant  General  Sheridan  read  a  telegraphic  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  regretting  his  inability 
to  be  present;  also  one  from  General  Sherman  of  the  like 
import. 

Major  James  11.  Hayden  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  he,  and  are 
hereby,  requested  to  incorporate  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland^  by  special  act,  and  that  Generals  James  S.  Negley, 
J.  A.  Garfield  and  William  L.  Stoughton  constitute  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  necessary  papers  and  have  full  power  to  act 
with  a  view  of  carrying  out  this  resolution. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered  to 
Major  Kennedy  for  the  recitation  of  his  poem. 
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The  Committee  on  Memorials  gave  the  following 

NOTICE. 

Tho  Committee  on  Memorials  request  that  if  at  any  time 
during  the  coming  year  any  member  of  the  Society  hears  of  the 
death  of  a  comrade,  that  notice  of  the  same  be  sent  to  General 
Henry  M.  Cist  to  his  address  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  accompanied 
by  such  facts  as  can  be  furnished. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until 
November  24, 1870. 

! 

George  L  Waterman, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF    TREASURER 

he  Army  or  the  Cum 

Treasurer's  Office,  St.  Lou 


Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  ) 

is,  Mo.  J 


J.  S.  Fullerton,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Dr. 
1868.' 
Dec.  17.      To  amount  received  from   General  Wm.  Grose, 

late  Treasurer,  being  balance  in  his  hands $3130  00 

"      18.      To  Society  dues  from  four  members,  see  Exhibit 

"A,"  for  names  and  amounts .   20  00 

"       "        To  amount  of  Society  dues  collected  by  Colonel 

Huntington  W.Jackson,  see  Exhibit  "B." 50  00 

1869. 
Jan.  12.      To  draft  on  General  H.  M.  Cist,  received  from  _, 

General  Grose 25  00 

April  24.     To  balance  in  hands  of  Sol.  Whipple  due  Society 

and  forwarded  to  Treasurer 7  05 

Dec.  14.      To  Society  dues  by  members  for  year   1868-9, 

since  1868  to  date,  see  Exhibit  "C." 210  00 

$3442  05 

1868.                                                          Or. 
Dec.  17.      By  amount  paid  General  Grose,  being  the  amount 
paid  by  him  for  clerical  services  at  Chicago 
meeting $  20  00 

"     17.      By  amount   paid  for  painting  portrait  of  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  for  Society 70  00 

"     29.      By  express   paid 75 

1869. 
Jan.  14.      By  paid  bill  of  R.  Clarke  &  Co.  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
balance    due    for    publishing   report    of    first 

meeting 154  63 

Feb.    10.     By  paid  bill  of  11.  Clarke  for  printing  circulars..         10  50 
"        10.     By  paid  bill    of  General   Cist,    late   Recording 

Secretary,  for  stationery,  etc 7  48 

Carried  forward $263  36 
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Brought  forward $  263  36     $3442  05 

Mar.  25.     By  paid  for  stamped  envelopes  used  by  Treas- 
urer   in    correspondence    with    members    in 

re  dues  owing  Society 10  44 

April  19.     By  paid  stationery  bill 19  50 

Nov.    1.     By  paid  bill  of  C.   S.  Griggs  &   Co.,  printing 

Army  Reunion  book 435  50 

"       22.     By  paid   express  on  Army  Keunion  books 7  90 

"       26.         "       "         "  "         "  "  "     6  40 

"       29.     By  stamps  in   corresponding  with  members  in 

re   Army  Keunion  books 4  50 

"        30.     By  paid   St.  Louis  Book  &  News  Co.  for  pre- 
paring Army  Keunion   books  for  express 1   50 

"        30     By    paid    stationery  bill   for  notices  sent    mem- 
bers in  re  delivery  of  books 5  75 

Dec.    2.     By    express   charges    on    case     Army   Keunion 

books  from  Chicago 11   90 

"         6.     By  express    on    case   of    Army    Reunion    books 

from  Chicago 8  25 

Balance  forward 2667  05 

$3442   05     $3442   05_ 
1869. 

Dec.  14.      To  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  this  date $2667  05 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  S.  Fullerton,  Treasurer. 

EXHIBIT  "A." 

SOCIKTY  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND,  ) 

Treasurer  s  Office,  St.  Louis,  Dec.  14,  1869.  | 

The  Society  dues — Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland — of  the  follow- 
ing named  members,  for  the  year  1868-9,  were  received  by  me,  at  Chicago, 
December  18,  1868,  to- wit : 

Keceived  from  General  Frank  T.  Sherman,  Society  dues,  1868-9 $5  00 

"  "  "         E.  Opdyke,  "  «      5  00 

"  "     Captain  W.  A.  Coulter,  "  "      5  00 

"  "  "        Theo.  McCoy,  «  «     5  00 

$20  00 
The  above  amount  was  handed  to  me  by  General  Grose,  former  Treasurer. 

J.  S.  Fullerton,  Treasurer. 
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EXHIBIT  "  B." 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  1 

St.  Loias,  Dec  14,  1809./ 

The  following  named  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, paid  their  dues  to  Colonel  Huntington  W.  Jackson  at  Chicago,  Dec.  18, 
1869,  and  he  handed  the  same  to  me: 

Society  dues  for  1868-9,  paid  to  Colonel  Jackson  : 

Major  Steven  Jeffers $5  00 

J.  T.  Gantz,  34th  111 5  00 

Surgeon  T.  D.  Fitch,  42d  111.  C 5  00 

J.  Schlend,  16th  111.  Inf. 5  00 

Q.  D.  Whitman,  104th  111 5  00 

Captain  H.  N.  Baker,  47th  111 5  00 

A.  Jacobi,  24th  111 5  00 

C.  R.  Mateson,  138th  Wis 5  00 

T.A.Hoover,  13th  Ind 5  00 

General  Cogswell 5  00 

Total  dues  paid £^0  00 

J.  S.  Fullerton,  Treasurer. 


EXHIBIT  «0." 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  "» 
Treasurer's  Office,  St.  Louis,  Dec.  14,  1809.  j 

List  of  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  who  were 
not  present  at  the  last  yearly  meeting  of  said  Society,  and  who  have  paid- 
their  Society  dues  for  1868-9,  since  that  date: 

Time  of  Payment.  Names.  Amount. 

1869. 

Feb.   10,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Samuel  B.  Lawrence $5  00 

Mar.  29.  General  Stanley  Matthews 5  00 

"  General  H.  M.  Cist 5  00 

"  General  Thomas  L.Young 5  00 

"  General  John   W.  Blake 5  00 

11  Colonel  George  H.  Harris 5  00 

Mar.  31.  Colonel  Charles  T.  Wing 5  00 

"  General  P.  II.  Sheridan 5  00 

"  General  James  W.  Forsythe 5  00 
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Dec.  31.  Colonel  O.C.Johnson $5  00 

"  Doctor  Bernard  Mosenmeier 5  00 

April  2.  ColonelJ.  T.  Heard 5  00 

April  3.  Colonel  Robert  H.  Ramsey 5  00 

"  General  D.  S.  Stanley 5  00 

"  Captain  J.  W.  Chickering 5  00 

April  5.  General  G.  P.  Thruston 5  00 

"  Lieutenant  E.  D.  Spooner 5  00 

"  Lieutenant  Louis  Lambright 5  00 

"  General  John  M.  Brannan 5  00 

April  7.  Captain  Carl  A.  G.  Adae 5  00 

April  10.  General  J.  A.  Garfield 5  00 

April  12.  General  Hector  Tyndale 5  00 

"  Captain  William  E.  Crane 5  00 

April  26.  Major  John  W.  Fee 1 5  00 

"  Colonel  W.  II.  Fee 5  00 

April  28.  Colonel  Horace  N.  Fisher 5  00 

"  Captain  John  II.  Fisher 5  00 

"  Surgeon  E.  D.  Wade . 5  00 

April30.  General  D.  C.  McClurg 5  00 

May     1.  Rev.  E.  M.  Cravath..... 5  00 

May     3.  General  W.  H.  Sidel 5  00 

"  Captain  Augustus  C.  Ford 5  00 

"  Captain  Samuel  Lyon 5  0O> 

May  29.  Captain  George  II.  Knight 5  00 

"  Major  J.  M.  Brown 5  00 

"  Colonel  Henry  C.Hodges 5  00 

"  Captain  James  Curtis 5  00 

June  15.  General  G.  M.  Barber 5  00 

June  25.  Colonel  Edward  Haught 5  00 

Aug.  10.  Colonel  Marcus  Bestow 5  00 

Aug.  2G.  General  Benjamin  P.  Runkle 5  00 

Total  amount $205  00 

Nov.  Amount  paid  for  Society  dues  for  1869-70,  by  General  II. 

Sutell - ~ 5  00 

$210  00 

J.  S.  Fullerton,  Treasurer. 
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GENERAL  THOMAS  AT  CHICKAMAUGA, 

Sunday  Night,  Sept.  20,  1863, 

A  POEM, 

BY  A.  FULKERSON. 

Suggested  on  seeing  Gen.  S.  "W.  Price's  spirited  Picture  of  the  above  title. 

The  painter  here  with  glorious  art 

Eecalls  a  field  of  fearful  strife, 
Where  men  of  nerve  and  gallant  heart 

To  save  our  Union  gave  their  life — 
And  brings  us  back  the  ensanguined  plain, 
Where  Thomas  rallied  for  the  fio;ht  again  1 

'Tis  night — the  hero  left  alone, 

Dreams  not  of  failure  or  despair — 
His  friends  and  eouns'lors  all  are  gone, 

But  calmly  grand  he  muses  there — 
And  self-reliant,  sternly  scans 
His  peril  and  matures  his  plans! 

No  luxuries  of  camp  invite 

The  pampered  taste  to  revels  high — 

Above  him  glows  the  starry  night-- 
Around  him  broken  cannon  lie! 

His  faithful  steed  reclining  near, 

A  shadowed  statue  doth  appear. 
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The  Army's  fate  with  Thomas  rests — 

With  him  alone  'tis  saved  or  lost — 
A  hundred  thousand  manly  breasts 

With  hopes  and  fears  by  turn  are  tost; 
But  by  his  scattered,  bleeding  bands 
The  "  Rock  of  Chickamauga  "  stands  ! 

'Not  conquered  yet,  though  driven  back  I 

We'll  form  again  to  meet  the  hosts, 
That  thunder  madly  on  our  track 

And  fill  the  air  with  vaunting  boasts, 
That  victory  smiles  alone  on  those 
Who  are  our  sacred  Union's  foes  1 

'They  little  know  the  strength  and  will 

That  with  my  gallant  men  reside — 
To-morrow's  sun  shall  bring  them  ill 

And  humble  down  their  haughty  pride. 
We'll  rally  by  the  dawn  of  day 
And  check  with  death  their  headlong  way!" 

Thus  spoke,  his  visage  calm  and  cold, 

As  o'er  his  map  anon  he  mused, 
While  near  him  stood  a  sentry  bold 

And  by  the  camp-fire's  glare  perused 
The  stern  old  warrior's  face  so  true, 
And  from  its  lines  fresh  courage  drew. 

And  from  his  dream  of  lone  despair, 

Seen  thus  it  roused  a  soldier  worn, 
Who  sad  and  silent  bent  him  there 

And  seemed  the  victory  lost  to  mourn  ; 
With  hope  renewed  his  dark  eye  gleamed 
And  joy  upon  his  features  beamed  ! 
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And  one,  deep-wrapped  in  slumber  lies, 
Forgetting  now  the  battle's  roar, 

Save  when  the  starry  banner  flies 
His  sleeping  visions  brightly  o'er, 

And  from  his  lips  the  muttered  cheer 

At  times  the  silent  listeners  hear. 

And  high  above,  the  rising  moon, 
A  silver  bow  in  heaven  hangs, 

And  mingled  with  the  night-bird's  tune 
The  distant  bugle  wildly  twangs, 

As  toward  the  front  a  courier  rides, 

That  like  a  spectral  horseman  glides. 

Beneath  the  cloud  where  dark'ning  woods 
Their  sombre  shadows  round  him  fling, 

And  through  those  lonely  solitudes 
Afar  the  booming  cannon  ring, 

While  Thomas  halting  scorns  to  yield 

On  Chickamauga's  bloody  field  ! 

"Not  conquered  yet" — and  ne'er  shall  be — 

.     That  hero  of  disaster's  hour  ! 
His  name  through  coming  time  shall  be 

With  free-born  men  a  word  of  power — 
To  lead  the  brave  and  daring  on 
To  fields  where  deathless  glory's  won  ! 
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ORATION 


MAJOR  GENERAL  JAMES  S.  NEGLEY. 

Comrades  or  the  Army  op  the  Cumberland  : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen — Summoned  unexpectedly,  at  a  time 
when  most  oppressed  with  public  cares,  I  feel  that  the  pleasing 
task  assigned  to  me  could  have  been  more  acceptably  per- 
formed by  any  of  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  now  sur- 
round me. 

Yet,  gratified  by  the  happy  incentive  of  your  invitalAbn, 
which  caused  me  to  travel  night  and  day  to  be  with  you,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  say  something  not  inappropriate  to  the 
occasion,  nor  disparaging  to  the  theme. 

In  this  day  of  joyous  peace,  public  safety,  and  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  richest  abundance  of  God's  blessings,  we 
have  assembled  to  celebrate  the  third  annual  holiday  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland;  to  commemorate  the 
hallowed  friendships  formed  beside  the  camp-fires,  along  the 
weary  marches,  and  amid  the  misty  smoke  of  battle.  We 
have  stepped  aside  from  the  busy  walks  of  life,  and  wended 
our  way  hither  from  far  distant  homes,  to  stand  in  solemn 
retrospection — hand-in-hand,  with  united  hearts,  honorable 
purposes,  and  unaltered  devotion — to  pledge  anew  our  alle- 
giance to  Truth,  Christianity,  and  Universal  Liberty — those 
imperishable  principles  of  right  which,  under  the  will  of 
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unerring  Providence,  vindicated  the  claims  of  humanity, 
severed  the  galling  fetters  of  the  bondsman,  guaranteed  the 
right  of  the  American  citizen,  punished  treason  and  rebellion 
(not  unmercilessly !)  and  preserved  the  grandeur  of  our  na- 
tional unity. 

It  is  eminently  proper  that  we  should  meet  together  this 
day  in  cordial  reunion  to  exchange  our  felicitations,  and  revive 
by  the  grateful  festivities  of  the  hour,  those  thrilling  scenes, 
heroic  deeds,  and  glorious  victories  which  illustrate  the  imper- 
ishable record  of  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

We  are  not  here  to  breathe  the  spirit  of  discord,  rekindle 
the  passions  of  war,  nor  to  invoke  the  demon  of  political 
strife.  Ours  is  a  mission  of  good  will  to  all  men,  fraternal 
harmony,  and  the  homage  of  living  acknowledgments  of 
reverence  to  the  heroic  dead,  whose  memories  are  forever 
enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  the  great  brotherhood  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Still,  we  claim  the  dearly  pur- 
chased privilege  of  bearing  testimony  to  the  military  prowess, 
pure  patriotism,  heroic  devotion,  and  the  gentlemanly  deport- 
ment of  the  loyal  soldier  of  America. 

We  thank  the  Giver  of  All  Good  that  their  efforts  were  not 
in  vain,  that  the  legacy  of  a  free  government,  bequeathed  to  us 
by  our  revolutionary  fathers,  has  not  perished  in  their  genera- 
tion. 

"We  are  also  thankful  that,  to  some  of  us,  it  has  been 
granted  to  witness  the  fruits  of  patriotic  bravery  and  wisdom ; 
such  fruits,  my  friends,  as  civil  revolutions  do  not  often  bring 
forth.  What  reward,  jewels  or  crown,  could  the  kingdoms 
of  the  old  world  bestow,  in  comparison  with  the  honor  and 
gratification  of  having  united  in  securing  to  every  American 
citizen  equality  before  the  law,  stability  to  our  republican 
institutions,  and  the  happy  realization  of  the  wavering  hopes 
of  the  friends  of  freedom  ushered  into  existence. 
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What  wonderful  changes  are  now  before  us  to  contem- 
plate since  the  Boys  in  Blue  sang:  "We  are  coming  Father 
Abraham,  six  hundred  thousand  more  I" 

What  grand  results  have  been  achieved  since  General 
Sherman,  the  world's  admired  hero,  tented  the  iirst  battalions 
of  the  future  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  on  the  picturesque  slopes 
of  Green  river!  How  vividly  we  remembered  his  prophetic 
announcement,  that  it  would  require  one  quadruple  more  of 
power  than  the  armed  force  then  on  the  field,  to  reach  the 
strongholds  of  the  Great  Rebellion.  We  also  well  remember 
that  liia  clear  and  comprehensive  estimate  of  the  herculean 
task  on  hand,  at  once  deprived  him  of  his  command,  and 
iignalhj  disgraced  some  of  the  authorities  at  Washington.  t 

How  great  a  fulfillment  of  the  destinies  of  the  military 
children  which  Sherman  left  acquiring  the  first  rudiments  of 
war!  ^ 

Oh,  how  changed  the  subsequent  scenes  in  the  great 
drama  that  ensued,  from  the  time  when  the  dignified  and 
accomplished  Don  Carlos  Buell  carefully  traversed  the 
romantic  country  between  the  Tennessee  and  Ohio  rivers,  or 
when  he  ran  the  Derby  with  Braxton  Bragg  ! 

Or,  finally,  what  change  since  that  pathetic  hour  when 
our  Moses  knelt  by  the  side  of  "Fighting  Moody,"  praying  and 
weeping  that  Nashville  might  be  spared  to  him  as  his  political 
inheritance! 

Closely  upon  these  passing  events  followed  the  memorable 
struggle  for  this  highly  important  strategical  point,  which 
began  in  the  waning  days  of  Summer  and  ended  when 
Autumn  had  scattered  its  ruby  leaves. 

This  eventuates  the  first  page  of  the  biography  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

And  now,  what  mighty  events  illuminate  the  glowing 
chapters  of  our  history y  since  that  cold  and  misty  December's 
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morning  when  General  Rosecrans — "gallant  old  Rosy" — 
marshaled  his  finely  disciplined  divisions  of  noble  men  by  the 
meanderings  of  Stone  river,  threading  them,  like  a  blue 
stream,  through  the  gloom.}'  fastnesses  of  the  forests  of  cedars, 
which  were  soon  to  be  nature's  silent  witnesses  of  the  bloody 
conflicts  that  followed ;  and  nature's  most  impressive  symbols 
of  the  solemnity  of  death.  As  the  lightning  became  the 
6wift-\vinged  messenger  of  the  tide  of  desperate  battle,  how 
the  hearts  of  the  people  throbbed  with  painful  solicitude. 
"With  what  fervency  of  soul  supplications  ascended  on  the 
wings  of  the  morning,  and  with  the  dews  of  the  evening,  to 
the  Throne  of  Grace,  in  behalf  of  the  absent  ones  who  were 
even  then  contending  with  the  armed  hosts  of  treason  for  the 
life  of  the  nation,  yet  willingly  sacrificing  their  own. 

With  a  vividness  undimmed  by  the  sweep  of  years  do  I 
remember  the  midnight  hour  of  the  first  day's  carnage.  The 
invincible  leader  had  assembled  a  few  of  the  generals  of  fiis 
shattered  columns  to  speak  with  them  of  the  task  undone,  and 
of  the  victories  yet  to  be  won.  The  glimmering  light  of  the 
smoldering  fire  kindly  concealed  the  sad,  careworn  faces  of 
that  historic  group ;  the  frosty  wind  moaned  fitfully  through 
the  time-wrought  gaps  of  the  old  cabin.  The  sharp  rattle  of 
musketry,  close  along  our  northern  line,  accompanied  by  the 
dull  booming  of  cannon,  far  to  the  rear,  told  us  too  plainly 
that  the  enemy  had  wound  us  in  his  fearful  embrace.  Sharp, 
low  orders  "  to  arms,"  had  now  awakened  the  exhausted 
soldier  from  cherished  dreams,  perchance  his  last,  of  an  hour 
spent  at  home  by  his  dear  fireside,  with  wife,  child  or  friend. 
Meantime,  "Rosy  ''  pondered  awhile  over  the  words  which 
were  spoken  in  reply  by  his  council  of  war;  then,  with  a  voice 
as  clear  as  his  eye  was  bright,  and  a  smile  as  sweet  as  that  of 
a  favored  lover,  said:  "Gentlemen,  we  will  hold  our  position; 
toe  must  whip  Bragg  before  we  leave  him!"     These  momentous 
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words  were  uttered  by  that  beloved  chieftain  on  the  ever- 
remembered  night  of  December  31,  18G2.  And,  as  the  death 
of  the  old  year,  and  the  advent  of  the  new,  were  poised  trem- 
blingly on  a  tiny  speck  of  time,  so,  seemingly,  was  there  at 
that  vital  moment,  pending  the  fate  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland on  the  faith  of  its  commanders.  How  devotedly  the 
brave  boys  belonging  to  the  honored  corps  of  Thomas,  Stanley, 
Crittbndkn,  and  McCook  kept  that  noble  trust,  has  been 
already  told  in  the  eloquent  pages  of  martial  story,  in  the  epic 
themes  of  the  poet,  and  by  the  graphic  limnings  of  the  inspired 
painter.  Yet  none  of  these  grateful  recipients  of  the  time  are 
more  expressive  and  appealing  than  the  simple  words  of  the 
message  from  our  lamented  President :  "  God  bless  you,  and 
all  xcUh  you** 

When  June  came,  wooing  the  birds  and  flowers  of  May, 
the  army,  which  lay  restive  behind  the  redoubts  of  Murfrees- 
horo',  emerged  in  knightly  cavalcades  from  their  winter  can- 
tonments, diverging  down  the  roads  toward  the  hazy  blue 
mountains  which  overlooked  the  silvery  Tennessee.  With 
wildest  enthusiasm  those  majestic  columns  paused,  to  start  the 
enemy,  like  frightened  hares,  from  the  plateaus  of  Beech 
grove,  wherein  they  lay  in  position,  and,  thus,  by  skillful  dis- 
position, propitiated  good  fortune;  then,  sweeping  with  irre- 
sistible power  around  the  leagues  of  defenses  at  Tullahoma, 
that  contained  the  chivalry  of  the  Confederacy,  what  Davoust 
failed  to  do  with  the  Prussian  legions  at  Le  Pecq  on  the  Seine, 
Rosecrans  did  with  Bragg  at  Elk  river.  The  success  of 
Peter  the  Great  at  Pultowa  was  repeated  at  Concord.  Then, 
bidding  farewell  to  Hardee's  flying  squadrons  at  University 
place,  on  Independence  day,  with  salvos  of  artillery,  the  army 
settled  down  in  the  beautiful  valleys  which  opened  southward, 
for  a  few  months'  repose.  But,  when  the  landscape  grew 
grave  with  the  tints  of  September,  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
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land  passed  over  the  river,  across  the  mountains,  and  down 
into  the  vales,  which  form  nature's  highways  to  the  sea,  to 
grapple  with  the  maddened  and  desperate  foe,  hidden  "behind 
the  ragged,  wood-covered  banks  of  Ohiekamauga.  Language 
fails  me  to  pay  a  just  meed  of  praise  to  those  who  gained  re- 
nown on  that  eventful  Sunday ;  or  those  that  stood  with  Thomas 
when  he  turned  the  tide  of  disaster.  I  am  powerless  to  lift  the 
vail  of  mystery  which  hangs  over  the  undistinguished  ranks; 
or  to  recount  the  numerous  instances  of  personal  bravery,  and 
almost  incredible  fortitude  of  the  private  soldier. 

But,  Time,  the  unrelenting  arbiter  of  all  things,  will  truth- 
fully vindicate  their  claims  to  distinction,  with  those  of  subordi- 
nate commanders,  which  were  professionally  merged  into  one 
common  report  of  the  action. 

The  swiftly  passing  hour  compels  me  to  leave  to  the  his- 
torian, orator  and  poet,  the  recurrence  of  more  superb  achieve- 
ments at  Mission  ridge  and  Lookout  mountain,  and,  after ^ 
ward,  at  Dal  ton,  Hesaca,  Kenesaw,  New  Hope,  Peach  Tree 
creek,  Jonesboro',  and  Allatoona,  on  the  romantic  journey  with 
Sherman,  by  the  way  of  the  "  Sea,"  to  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

The  cause  of  the  Southern  chivalry  was  sealed  with  hope- 
less despair  the  day  Sherman  turned  his  back  on  Atlanta: 
just  as  their  Utopian  dreams  of  saving  slavery,  with  ill- 
starred  visions  of  power,  vanished  into  oblivion  when  Grant 
met  Lee  at  Appomattox. 

We  will  not  add  another  bitter  drop  to  their  o'erflowing 
chalice  of  grief,  but  earnestly  let  us  pray  that  they  may 
realize  a  sense  of  national  duty  through  their  fiery  ordeals  of 
suffering  and  tribulation,  and  become  regenerated  from  the 
criminal  errors  which  watered  their  fair  lands  with  precious 
blood,  and  set  the  looms  at  work  spinning  badges  of  mourning. 

"With  an  honest  pride  in  our  race  and  faith  in  the  future 
unity  and  grandeur  of  our  empire,  we  cordially  welcome  our 
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misguided  brethren  to  stand  manfully  and  fearlessly  with  us 
upon  the  broad  platform  of  equality,  justice  and  independence, 
the  sole  principles  which  can  warrant  our  uninterrupted  wel- 
faro  as  a  great  people.  And,  once  again  we  say  to  them,  let 
the  old  Flag,  with  its  glorious  traditions  of  the  past,  wave 
proudly  o'er  our  Union,  one  and  indivisible,  gathering  with  us 
always  and  evermore  the  golden  sheaves  of  peace,  prosperity 
and  power. 

The  triumph  of  our  armies  did  not  terminate  on  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac,  or  when  they  marched  gayly  through  the 
Capital  with  the  bright  sunbeams  dancing  on  their  trusty  bay- 
onets, as  it  were,  to  the  enchanting  strains  of  martial  meas- 
ures:  while  the  battle-shattered  banners  waved  in  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  acclaim  of  assembled  thousands.  A 
more  sublime  spectacle  was  yet  to  be  witnessed  by  the  world 
at  large,  the  orderly  disappearance  of  those  mighty  legions  of 
bronzed  warriors,  as  if  by  an  enchanter's  wand  ;  dissolving  like  $ 
the  wreath  of  snow  on  yonder  plain  into  individual  drops 
again,  and  forming  the  wonderful  stream  of  life  which  has 
changed  the  front  of  our  civilization. 

My  friends,  I  would  have  you  bear  with  me  kindly  a  little 
while  longer,  that  we  may  pay  a  tribute  of  respect,  in  terms  of 
endearing  remembrance,  to  the  fame  of  those  brave  comrades 
who  have  passed  beyond  the  mysterious  portals  of  eternity,  on 
that  noiseless  march  which  hath  no  return.  Kind  Father, 
grant  Thou  that  the  cause  which  numbered  them  with  the 
nation's  dead  may  molder  with  their  ashes,  and  never  again 
blight  the  happiness  of  our  firesides  with  the  anguish  of  be- 
reaved parents,  widows  and  lonely  orphans. 

"  Men  may  come,  and  men  may  go,"  but  the  memory  of 
those  who  died  in  defense  of  their  country's  laws  will  be  cher- 
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ished  while  reason   holds   its   sway.     Yet   it   has  been   fitly 
said: 

"  Can- storied  urn  or  animated  bust 

Back  to  its  mansion  call  the  fleeting  breath? 
Can  honor's  voice  provoke  the  silent  dust 

Or  flattery  soothe  the  dull,  cold  ear  of  death?" 

Comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  with  cordial  greetings,  I  tender  you  a  kindly  fare- 
well. 
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BEFORE    THE    BATTLE. 

Twas  the  silvery  dawn  of  day, 
The  golden  sunbeams  gently  play, 
Round  the  shades  of  declining  night; 
Venus  still  burns  her  brilliant  light 
Low  in  the  flushing  eastern  sky, 
Looking  with  a  fast,  waning  eye 
Upon  a  sea  of  burnished  steel, 
Whose  rushing  tide  is  soon  to  seal 
A  glorious  compact  with  the  free, 
And  give  to  justice  fair  victory. 

On  either  side  there  might  be  seen 
Quiet  valleys  lying  just  between  ; 
Lino  upon  line,  like  wave  on  wave, 
Fifty  thousand  patriots  brave, 
And  eighty  thousand  waiting  foe, 
'Long  murmuring  river  lying  low, 
Soon  with  steel  and  murderous  lead 
To  wake  the  "  Angel  of  the  Dead," 
Who  stands  with  spear  on  fluttering  wings 
To  pierce  the  heart  with  mortal  stings. 

We  unfurled  the  Banner  of  Glory, 
The  great  immortal  of  story, 
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The  emblem  of  liberty  and  right — 
They  flaunted  flags  of  boasted  might. 
Quick  the  cavalry  dashed  o'er  the  plain, 
Sword  from  scabbard  and  hand  on  rein ; 
Infantry  moved  in  phalanx  ahead, 
The  ground  shook  with  the  measured  tread  ; 
Shrieking  shell  and  musketry  rattle 
Gave  warning  of  the  coming  battle. 


TIIE    CHARGE. 

Deep  silence  a  moment  ruled  o'er 
The  field;  musketry  and  cannon  roar 
Echoed  faintly  in  distant  dell; 
Tides  of  battle  roll  back,  then  swell 
To  mountain  waves,  and  once  more  dash 
'Long  the  line;  the  musketry  crash 
Commingles  in  prolonged  death  knell  ; 
Like  waves  o'er  waves  lines  rose  and  fell, 
While  thousands  on  the  blood-stained  sod 
Lay  dying  for  country  and  God. 

The  fatal  hour  had  come  at  last, 

The  bravest  of  the  brave  stood  aghast; 

While  quick  'long  the  line  was  given 

Startling  news — "  the  right  is  driven 

From  position  !"     To  contend  scem'd  vain — 

The  Gordian  knot  is  now  in  twain; 

The  hour  has  come  when  battle's  weal 

Calls  arm  to  arm  and  steel  to  steel; 

In  each  wan  face  and  tearless  eye 

Was  will  to  conquer  or  to  die. 
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'Mid  flames  rode  Thomas,  the  hero — 
11  Grasp  firmly  your  muskets  ;  the  foe 
Are  before  j^ou — victory  wails  you; 
They  are  strong,  but  your  steel  is  true  ; 
Hear!  charge,  charge,  to  the  bugle  sound 
'Mid  wild  shouts  the  echoes  are  drowned, 
Like  an  avalanche  the}?-  rush  ahead, 
O'er  the  wounded,  dying  and  dead — 
'Mid  the  sulphurous  flames  and  smoke, 
Striking  for  Union,  with  ev'ry  stroke. 


THE    CARNAGE. 

Friend  and  foe  in  death  stru<x2rle  met 


At  every  point  of  the  ba}Tonet ; 
Steel  rang  loud  on  contending  steel ; 
To  and  fro  phalanx  on  phalanx  reel ; 
Bayonets  are  red  with  blood  of  life — 
Loud,  louder  grew  the  awful  strife  ; 
The  sod,  so  green  an  hour  before, 
Is  dark  and  red  with  human  gore; 
Perdition  ne'er  saw  more  awful  sight 
Than  this,  the  carnage  of  the  fight! 

The  air  was  thick  with  sulphurous  smoke 
The  cannon's  roar  and  saber's  stroke 
Sounded  fiercely  in  the  battle's  gloom 
The  requiem  of  each  hero's  doom; 
In  lines  the  dead  and  mangled  lay, 
Martyrs  to  war's  dread,  bloody  day  ; 
Lines  rally,  advance,  then  give  way ; 
Loud  as  tho  roar  of  grand  Niagara 
"Was  cannon  and  musketry  rattle. 
Moving  'long  the  tide  of  battle. 


H 


44  Army  of  the  Cinnuevland. 

Cannoneers  died,  halliards  in  hand, 
Officers  fell  while  giving  command  ; 
Face  to  face  they  fight,  friend  and  foe, 
With  steel  to  heart  many  lie  low  ; 
The  cavalryman,  first  in  the  lead, 
Lies  stark  and  cold  beside  his  steed  ; 
Thousands  fallen,  but  thousands  still 
Contending  o'er  valley  and  hill  ; 
Like  glorious  Spartans  they  stand, 
A  weak  but  invincible  band. 


AFTER    THE  BATTLE. 

Night  wrapped  a  mantle  o'er  the  field, 

No  arms  of  death  the  armies  wield  ; 

Black  clouds  of  smoke  hung  'bove  the  plain 

When  golden  beams  began  to  wane 

To  a  pale  and  shadowy  light, 

Closed  Chickamauga's  fearful  fight; 

The  cannon's  echo  rose  and  fell 

Away  o'er  woodland,  hill  and  dell ; 

The  awful  stillness  of  the  hour 

Seemed  mocking  the  loud  din  of  war. 

Oh  I  what  horror,  such  ghastly  sight, 
Was  witnessed  that  long,  silent  night, 
Upon  that  field  of  war  and  blood  I 
Thro'  the  deep  and  tangled  wildwood, 
And  'long  the  murmuring  rivulet, 
Many  see  the  last  bright  sunset, 
While  swift  their  life-blood  ebbs  away 
Without  a  single  bright  fair  ray 
Of  hope  ;  no  friends  to  staunch  the  flow 
Of  blood  or  cheer  last  hours  of  woe. 
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A  field  of  death  the  battle-ground — 
Deep  hashed  as  sleep  each  warlike  sound  ; 
Angels  of  Death  and  Angels  of  Life 
Make  desperate,  invisible  strife 
For  spirits  passing  silent  away 
From  forms  of  perishable  cla}^ ; 
The  cry  of  the  wounded  none  hear, 
None  to  dry  the  last  parting  tear; 
Without  assistance  foe  and  friend 
In  anguish  lie  waiting  the  end. 


IN    MEMORIAM. 

Let  us  drop  a  tear  o'er  the  graves 

Of  Chickamauga's  fallen  braves  ; 

In  verse  now  let  us  write  their  praise,  „ 

Greatest  monuments  o'er  them  raise, 

Engrave  their  deeds  on  changeless  stone, 

That  foreigners  from  every  zone, 

Making  pilgrimage,  may  behold 

Records  worthy  letters  of  gold ; 

While  friends  give  their  memory  tears, 

All  their  foes  may  tremble  with  fears. 

Now  let  each  passing  day  and  year 
See  that  a  nation  doth  revere 
Her  champions  in  memory  bright, 
As  pictured  in  heroic  fight; 
Oh  !  let  their  graves  ne'er  be  forgot, 
Where  they  rest,  e'er  a  sacred  spot, 
Hallowed  ground  that  doth  now  cover 
The  form  of  a  northern  lover  ; 
Deck  it  with  flowers  every  year, 
And  water  with  a  nation's  tear. 
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Now  many  years  since  then  have  fled, 
The  grass  grows  green  above  the  dead  ; 
I  stand  beside  the  "Woodland  Tomb," 
Fair  flowers  undisturbed  now  bloom 
O'er  their  slowly  moldering  dust; 
Oh!  God  is  kind,  Oh!  God  is  just, 
Historic  is  the  battle-field, 
Prophecies  are  all  now  revealed, 
And  written  in  immortal  story 
Are  lasting  records  to  their  glory. 
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THE  BANQUET. 


Washington  Hall,  Dec,  16,  1809. 

The  Banquet  at  Washington  Hall,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, which  closed  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society, 
was  an  elegant  affair.  The  hall  was  handsomely  decorated  in 
the  following  manner: 

The  front  of  the  musicians'  gallery,  on  the  west  side,  was 
draped  with  seven  magnificent  regimental  flags,  grouped  over 
and  around  the  name  of  Rosecrans.  On  the  opposite  side  of 
the  hall  a  full-length  portrait  of  General  Sherman  on  horse- 
hack — the  word  Savannah  over  his  head  was  the  key  to  his 
great  exploit,  the  march  to  the  sea.  General  Thomas'  por- 
trait, which  had  beeu  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  rested  on  the 
south  wall  of  the  hall,  the  word  Nashville  blazing  above  in 
letters  formed  of  gas  jets.  Groups  of  flags  were  arranged 
between  the  windows  on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  hall, 
and  at  equal  distances  on  the  walls  of  the  other  sides.  The 
names  of  the  principal  battles  in  which  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland was  engaged  were  inscribed  on  these  standards,  and  the 
names  of  distinguished  officers  filled  the  windows. 

The  portrait  of  Sherman  was  flanked  by  two  obelisks, 
monuments  of  the  illustrious  dead  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land.    On  one  of  these  were  the  well  known  names  of  Lytle, 
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Harker,  McCook,  Wagner,  IIackelman,  Terrell,  Jackson, 
Nelson,  Sill,  and  Garresche,  and  on  the  other,  those  of  Stew- 
art, Gwinn  and  Foster,  of  the  Navy,  and  Wool,  McPherson 
and  Rawlins,  with  others,  less  noted. 

The  tahles  filled  the  spacious  hall,  with  room  for  over  six 
hundred  persons,  and  these  were  all  occupied. 

At  the  cross-table  at  the  head  of  the  room,  directly  under 
the  fine  portrait  of  General  Thomas,  sat  General  Sheridan, 
the  acting  President  of  the  Societ}^.  On  his  right  hand  were 
seated  General  Rosecrans,  and  others,  and  on  his  left,  Gen- 
eral Sciiofield,  Governor  Baker  and  others,  while  the  mem- 
bers of  the  press  were  assigned  a  position  directly  in  front  of  the 
presiding  officer,  and  at  the  head  of  the  central  table. 

The  bills  of  fare  were  handsome  works  of  art,  and  were 
donated  to  the  Society  by  R.  J.  Bright. 

After  music  by  the  band,  the  Banquet  commenced,  and 
full  justice  having  been  done  to  its  merits,  the  President  called 
the  assembly  to  order  for  the  purpose  of  announcing  the  regu- 
lar toasts  of  the  evening,  which  were  read  by  General  Sheri- 
dan, and  responded  to  as  follows: 

"THE    UNION    OP    THE    STATES." 

Responded  to  by  Colonel  William  C.  Wilson,  of  Lafay- 
ette, Indiana. 

There  is  a  natural  impulse  in  the  human  heart  to  pay  rever- 
ence to  the  land  of  our  nativity.  This  grows  not  only  out  of  the 
natural  scenery  local  to  the  place  of  birth,  but  also  from  the 
instinctive  promptings  which  arise  from  the  political  institutions 
and  history  of  the  nation. 

The  American  nation  is  composed  of  an  Union  of  States; 
created  by  the  wisdom  and  bravery  of  the  heroes  of  76 — and  pre- 
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sorved  by  tho  patriotism  and  courage  of  the  soldiery  of  '61  to  'G5. 
Saratoga  and  Yorktown  created  —  Gettysburg  and  Vieksburg 
saved — tho  Republic. 

Grand  is  the  history  of  the  Union  intervening  these  two  per- 
iods— Grand  in  War,  Glorious  in  Peace.  Numerous  have  been 
tho  triumphs  of  other  nations,  as  their  victors  led  in  their  proces- 
sions captivo  kings  and  tho  wealth  of  conquered  nations,  but 
tyranny  promptod  such  displays.  Hero  the  people  rejoice  in  their 
ability  to  subduo  themselves. 

Passing  by  all  exultation  as  to  our  institutions,  somo  sugges- 
tions occur  in  reference  to  our  duty  as  citizens  in  preserving  tho 
Union  and  in  tho  developing  the  future  of  the  Republic. 

Our  grand  attribute  to  national  greatness  is  peace — peace,  tho 
modest  herald  of  success  and  power.  Though  seldom  she  choses 
for  her  residenco  tho  habitations  of  men,  yet  now,  as  by  the  late 
strife  all  inequality  as  to  human  freedom  and  equality  has  been 
removed  from  our  Constitution,  may  she  not  find  in  our  system  of 
government  a  homo  in  accordance  with  the  benignity  of  her  tem- 
por?  Disentangled  from  foreign  alliances,  with  a'  Constitution 
securing  liberty  to  all,  and  the  perfect  acknowledgment  of  every 
civil  right,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  minds  of  our  people  will 
freely  accede  to  tho  true  plans  of  complete  restoration,  and  that 
tho  entire  strength  of  tho  nation  may  be  exercised  in  tho  cultiva- 
tion of  the  more  genial  and  ennobling  elements  of  peace. 

Another  attributo  to  national  success  is  the  uniform  attach- 
ment of  our  people  to  liberty,  to  the  Constitution,  and  to  tho 
Union.  We  have  a  good  and  a  wise  Constitution.  We  have  pros- 
pered under  it  with  a  rapidity  unequaled  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  Wo  have  tested  it  in  peace.  We  have  tested  it  in  war. 
Established  on  the  basis  of  equal  rights,  it  advances  intelligence, 
preserves  equality  and  freedom.  Passion  and  prejudice  should 
not  bo  allowed  to  destroy  its  harmony  and  unity.  Every  one 
should  bo  willing  to  surrender  somewhat  of  his  individual  opinion 
to  securo  tho  good  of  all.  It  is  tho  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 
stand  immovably  by  tho  Constitution  and  tho  Union,  in  this  most 
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interesting  period  of  our  national  history,  inspired  with  the 
same  general  love  of  country,  veneration  for  our  ancestry,  and 
regard  for  posterity,  with  that  mild  but  patriotic  devotion  which 
actuated  our  ancestors  when  they  formed  the  Republic,  and  which 
upheld  and  encouraged  our  soldiery  when  they  preserved  it. 

If  we  are  true  to  the  Constitution,  true  to  the  Union,  wo 
may  rest  assured  that  while  it  furnishes  material  for  a  thousand 
masters  of  historic  art,  it  will  afford  no  topic  for  a  Gibbon  ;  but 
should  we  neglect  the  admonitions  of  Christian  charity,  violate 
the  rules  of  justice,  look  with  contempt  upon  our  National  Con- 
stitution, and  become  reckless  as  to  the  union  of  the  states,  then 
profound  obscurity  will  surround  our  future,  and  the  fate  of  the 
government  be  like  the  lost  books  of  Livy,  which  no  human  eye 
shall  ever  read,  or  like  the  missing  Pleiad,  of  which  no  man  can 
ever  know  more  than  that  it  is  lost,  and  lost  forever. 

But  we  have  no  fears  for  the  future.  "In  America  the  mass 
of  the  institutions  are  essentially  Republican,  and  in  order  to  sub- 
vert them,  it  would  become  necessary  to  destroy  all  the  laws  at 
once."  It  was  in  the  order  of  Providence  that  Greece  and  Rome 
should  come  first  and  decay,  that  America  should  come  after  to 
establish  the  truths  promulgated  by  them.  By  emancipation, 
peace,  temperance  and  equality;  by  encouraging  art  and  com- 
merce, by  encouraging  literature  and  religion,  by  fostering  "malice 
toward  none,  and  charity  toward  all,"  we  will  eventually  indoc- 
trinate the  world  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions.  Our 
Nation  has  but  just  began  its  march,  while  reason,  long  asleep, 
and  liberty  long  perverted,  are  adding  clearness  to  its  vision; 
while  above  the  darkness  and  the  dangers  of  the  past,  and  through 
the  darkness  and  obscurity  of  the  present,  the  proud  old  flag — the 
badge  of  Freedom,  the  flag  of  the  Nation — is  more  clearly  descried 
as  the  truo  symbol  and  representative  of  the  imperishable  glory 
and  vigor  of  the  Union.  It  matters  but  little  in  what  distant  part 
of  the  world  the  citizen  of  America  or  the  lover  of  liberty  beholds 
that  flag,  whether  upon  the  burning  sands  of  Ethiopia,  or  amid  the 
deep  and  rugged  gorges  of  the  Andes,  he  turns  to  it  as  the  Chris- 
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tian  does  to  tho  cross.  It  has  gono  through  the  rough  and  rugged 
way  of  national  danger.  The  Union  which  it  represents  was  first 
bound  together  by  silken  bonds,  unexampled  prosperity  attended 
its  march  until  there  was  printed  in  letters  of  living  light  upon  its 
flag,  "Political  equality  for  all,  special  political  privileges  for  none." 
Then  rash  and  misguided  men  sought  to  tear  away  some  of  the 
bright  stars,  from  the  banner;  dark  and  bloody  days  followed. 
The  grand  old  Union  was  compelled  to  walk  through  "the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death;"  but,  thank  God,  she  has  emerged,  her 
silken  bonds  unsevercd,  and  strengthened  by  more  powerful  bonds 
of  steel,  made  from  the  swords  and  bayonets  of  three  hundred 
thousand  heroes  who  offered  up  their  lives  in  defense  of  the  Union. 
Brave  defenders,  glorious  Union,  grand  old  flag.  It  gleams  forth 
to  night  in  all  of  its  glory  and  beauty;  as  bright,  as  pure,  as  un- 
sullied, as  lasting  as  the  diamond  upon  the  brow  of  peerless  beauty. 
Enemies  may  assail  from  without,  traitors  may  assail  from  within; 
secure  in  her  strength,  her  justice  and  her  memories,  in  the  hearts 
of  her  people,  the  American  Union  stands  prominently  before 
tho  world  as  a  nation  powerful  in  war,  industrious  and  wise  in 
peace,  rivaling  in  its  splendor  tho  most  imperial  nations  of  the 
world.  Here  then,  let  us  in  the  presence  of  the  old  battle  flags  of 
the  Nation,  here  in  the  presence  of  her  successful  and  gallant 
leaders,  here  in  the  presence  of  the  memories  of  the  fallen  heroes, 
renew  our  fidelity  and  devotion  to  the  Constitution,  and  in  the 
spirit  of  just  reconciliation  endeavor  to  forgive  the  past,  and  in  the 
future  with  one  heart  and  ono  will,  labor  for  the  greatness  and 
glory  of  the  Union. 

"  THE    PRESIDENT    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES." 

Response  by  General  Henry  M.  Cist. 
Comrades : 


Mr,    Chairman — There   is   no   characteristic   of  tho  form   of 
government  under  which  we  live,  that  defines  it  more  distinctly 
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the  government  of  the  people,  than  the  fact  that  from  among  the 
people,  is  chosen  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  Nation.  Other  lands 
have  their  legislative  bodies,  enacting  laws  governing  them,  and 
their  judiciary  to  administer  those  laws  similar  in  a  measure  to  our 
own;  but  it  is  peculiar  to  our  own  country,  that  it  is  within  tho 
range  of  possibilities  for  any  native  born  citizen  to  become  the 
ruler  of  the  nation.  The  day  dream  of  tho  school-boy  becomes 
in  later  years  the  cherished  ambition  of  the  leading  minds  of  the 
land.  Hedge  the  position  as  you  may  with  patriotic  deeds  of  no- 
ble daring  on  tho  battle-field,  with  life-long  faithful  services  ren- 
dered in  the  councils  and  in  the  cabinets  of  the  nation,  or  with  tho 
renown  of  the  brightest  intellect  of  the  land,  the  prize  is  all  tho 
greater  when  won,  yet  there  is  no  royal  road  to  the  Presidency  of 
tho  United  States.  All  the  adjuncts  of  wealth  and  power,  and  all 
tho  influence  that  position  and  family  can  give,  are  as  nothing 
when  the  man  himself  is  before  the  people,  for  it  is  the  man 
alone  whom  the  nation  delights  thus  to*  honor. 

With  high  honors  attend  weighty  responsibilities;  and  these 
honors  being  conferred  on  the  recipient  thereof,  the  people  have 
certain  claims.  They  have  the  right  to  claim  that  he  should  bring 
to  the  discharge  of  tho  duties  of  his  office  a  deep,  earnest  interest 
for  tho  welfare  of  tho  entire  nation  ;  that  every  public  act  of  his 
should  bear  the  stamps  of  honor,  truth  and  manhood  ;  that  he  who 
is  thus  called  to  occupy  the  representative  position  in  the  nation 
should  show  by  his  private  life  that  the  more  exalted  the  office  tho 
better  the  citizen ;  and,  above  all,  they  have  the  right  to  expect 
that  no  act  of  his,  public  or  private,  shall  cause  tho  nation  a 
blush  of  shame. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  just  pride  that  wo  recall  the  lengthening 
list  of  distinguished  citizens  of  the  .Republic  who  havo  occupied 
tho  position  of  President  of  the  United  States.  Kunning  down 
the  list  from  the  honored  name  of  George  Washington  to  that  of 
our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  the  eyo  rests  on  name  after  namo 
that,  blotted  out,  American  history  could  not  be  written.  War- 
riors, statesmen,  patriots,  all.     The  roll  includes  names  that  will 
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bo  over  fresh  while  time  shall  last;  men  whoso  lives  generations 
yot  unborn  shall  read  and  ponder,  as  bearing  the  impress  of 
being  called  as  instruments  in  the  hands  of  a  higher  power  to  the 
furthering  of  the  great  purposes  of  Divine  Providence  with  ref- 
erence to  tho  destinies  of  this  country.  And  there  is  no  name 
among  them  all  more  marked  in  this  respect  than  that  of  our 
martyred  President,  and  the  student  of  history  will  fail  to  gather 
half  of  its  teachings  if  ho  can  not  discern  therein  the  Workings  of  a 
higher  than  earthly  power  in  the  calling  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to 
tho  Presidency  at  tho  period  ho  was;  nor  among  them  all  is  there 
to  bo  found  one  around  whoso  memory  will  cluster,  as  time  shall 
grow  old,  more  warm,  loving  thoughts  than  around  his,  whose 
clear  mind  and  largo  heart  for  the  wants  of  mankind  marked  him 
pro-ominontly  tho  President  of  tho  people.  Ilia  sj-mpathics 
wero  all  with  tho  peoplo,  and  this  nation  mourned  as  a  nation 
never  mourned  before,  when  ho  fell  a  martyr  to  liberty  in  the  late 
contest  with  tho  dark  despotism  of  slavery. 

Coming  to  the  present  time  wo  find  the  name  of  our  soldier- 
President.  Meet  it  was  and  fitting  every  way  that  ho  who  had 
rendered  such  important  service  to  his  country,  in  her  hour  of 
need,  to  preserve  tho  unit}*  of  the  nation,  should  be  called  at  the 
successful  termination  of  tho  contest  to  preside  over  the  destinies 
of  the  entire  land,  and  it  was  with  full  hearts  that  the  people 
testified  their  choice,  tendering  to  him  the  gratitude  of  the 
Nation. 

"  TIIE   ARMY   AND    NAVY." 

The  President  called  upon  General  Kimball  to  respond 
in  the  absence  of  General  Gibson,  to  whom  that  duty  had 
been  assigned. 

General  Kimball  said: 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  General  Gibson  is  not  here  to- 
night to  respond  in  his  usual  eloquent  manner  to  the  sentiment 
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just  read.     I  feci  my  inability  to  do  justice  to  one  part  of  it.     I 
have  never  served  with  or  in  the  navy.    I  know  but  little  about  the 
sea.     My  limited  experience  in  crossing  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  im- 
pressed mo  with  the  belief  that  the  person  who  wrote 
"  A  life  on  the  ocean  wave," 

made  a  great  mistake  unless  ho  was  proof  against  sea-sickness. 
But,  Comrades,  who  can  look  back  over  the  years  that  have  passed 
sinco  the  war,  without  connecting  inseparably  in  thought,  as  they 
were  in  deed,  the  Army  and  the  Navy?  How  could  our  troops 
have  gained  access  to  the  Gulf,  and  held  the  country  bordering  on 
it  and  the  lower  Mississippi,  without  the  services  and  labors  of 
Farr/.gut  and  Porter? 

United,  the  two  branches  of  the  service  raised  the  flag  of  our 
country  over  Forts  Philip  and  Jackson,  New  Orleans,  Vieksburg, 
Mobile,  Port  Royal  and  Fort  Fisher. 

"Without  the  exploits  of  our  gallant  Navy,  as  well  as  the  chiv- 
alrous deeds  of  our  Army,  American  history  would  not  have  been 
perfect.  Put,  Comrades,  with  Farragut  and  Porter  and  their 
noble  tars  on  the  sea,  and  Grant,  Sherman,  Sheridan,  Schofield, 
"Old  Rosy  "  and  "Old  Pap  Thomas" — the  crowning  glory  of 
them  all — and  their  gallant  soldiers  on  the  land,  there  is  a  history 
for  the  world  to  admire. 

Now,  Comrades,  I  have  done  all  I  can  to  fill  General  Gibson's 
place,  and  hoping  that  I  have  not  annihilated' the  Army,  or  sunk 
the  Navy,  I  will  excuse  you  from  further  listening  to  me. 

"  the  grand  army  of  the  west." 

Response  by  General  Cruft. 

Comrades: 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  West  was  ono  of  the  great 
physical  powers  of  our  late  civil  war.  It  sprang  into  being 
from  the  farms,  workshops,  stores  and  offices  of  the  great  West, 
almost  before  the  reverberations  of  the  rebel  guns  in  Charleston 
harbor  had  ceased  to  be  heard.     As  soon  as  the  electric  telegraph 
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could  speed  over  the  land  the  tale  of  the  bloody  assault  on  the 
National  flag  at  Fort  Sumter,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  West  began 
to  "  fall  in  "  and  take  position  in  the  vast  column  of  national  sol- 
diery which  marched  out  to  the  common  defense.  It  was  a  grand 
and  glorious  army,  numbering  from  first  to  last  full  one  million  of 
men. 

Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Michi- 
gan, "Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Nebraska  volunteered  their 
choicest  citizens  to  make  up  the  rank  and  file  of  that  grand' 
army.  The  regiments  of  these  states  formed  no  separate  organi- 
zation in  the  field,  but  were  scattered  through  all  the  various 
armies  of  the-  Republic.  Wherever  hard  service  was  required, 
steady  endurance  sought,  or  martial  valor  demanded,  there  were 
found  representatives  of  tho  Grand  Army  of  the  West.  Every 
hard  fought  engagement  of  tho  rebellion  attests  tho  bravery, 
hardiness  and  pluck  of  tho  Western  volunteer.  Tho  hundred 
great  battle-fields  of  the  South  wero  reddened  with  tho  blood  of 
tho  West,  and  made  historic  by  tjie  chivalric  deeds  of  her  sturdy 
volunteers.  Tho  Grand  Army  of  the  West  contributed  much  to 
the  grandeur  and  success  of  that  other  Grand  Army  of  the  Union 
to  which  wo  owe  our  present  existence  as  a  Nation  ! 

It  is  fit,  then,  that  we  should  to-night,  at  this  martial  festivity, 
remember  with  honor  the  exploits  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  West! 
It  was  worthy  of  enduring  fame.  It  gave  to  tho  government 
many  of  its  finest  and  most  successful  commanders,  and  hosts  of 
its  stalwart  warriors.  It  shed  honest  blood  as  freely  as  water  to 
ensure  victory  and  bear  aloft  the  National  flag.  Its  dead — to 
whom  all  glory  is  due — lie  thick  along  tho  pathways  of  all  our 
various  armies.  Its  living  heroes  now  throng  all  the  avenues  of 
peaceful  life.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
West  quietly  stacked  arms,  and  its  survivors  dispersed  as  if  by 
magic,  among  tho  farms,  workshops,  stores,  counting-houses,  and 
professions  of  tho  great  West,  whence  they  had  come,  to  minglo 
in  the  arts  of  peace,  and  learn  war  no  more.  Though  dismem- 
bered and  disbanded,  it  is  still  the  great  power  of  the  West,  and 
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lends  unseen  inspiration  to  all  its  onward  movements.  If  need  be 
it  can  rally  again  to  its  old  standards,  full  and  complete  in  its 
parts.  It  is  still  steadfast  in  loyalty,  firm  in  principle,  and 
"keeps  step  to  the  music  of  the  Union." 

Honor,  then,  my  Comrades,  all  honor !  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  West! 

"  OUR   GUESTS." 

Responded  to  by  His  Excellency  Governor  Baker. 

Governor  Conrad  Baker  then  said: 

Gentlemen — When  I  was  invited  to  attend  your  banquet  to- 
night and  respond  to  the  sentiment  General  Sheridan  has  just 
read,  I  called  for  a  division  of  the  question  ;  I  asked  to  be  permit- 
ted to  come  and  participate  in  your  festivities  Avithout  being 
called  upon  to  speak,  but  the  Chairman  of  your  Committee  of 
Arrangements  asserted  that  the  question  was  not  divisible.  I 
was  urged  to  respond  in  a  few  words,  but  I  feel  very  much  in  the 
condition  I  saw  a  captain  of  cavalry  during  the  war.  In  the 
early  stages  of  the  war  I  saw  a  captain  of  cavalry  who  happened 
to  be  the  senior  officer  of  the  regiment  on  duty,  conducting  dress 
parade,  and  when  the  regiment  was  dismissed  and  his  officers 
saluted  him,  bo  said:  "Gentlemen,  you  have  my  highest  regard." 
[Laughter.]  I  feel  very  much  disposed  to  say  to  you,  only,  that 
you  have  my  highest  regards;  but  there  is  one  incident  of  the 
war  connected  with  one  of  your  number  here  present,  I  wish  to 
speak  of.  It  has  generally  been  acknowledged  that  the  Adjutant 
General  of  the  Army,  General  L.  Thomas,  was  the  first  man  to 
muster  in  an  American  citizen  of  African  descent,  but  General  T. 
J.  Wood  is  that  man.  The  filling  up  of  our  regiment  got  to  be  dull 
work,  when  the  General  used  some  strong  qualifying  words  because 
one  of  the  companies  was  not  full,  and  said  ho  would  disband  it  if 
not  full  that  night.  We  had  no  West  Pointer  there,  but  the  Major  of 
my  regiment  was  a  sharp  county  politician,  educated  in  tho 
Democratic  party,  who  thought  what  he  didn't  know  wasn't  worth 
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knowing,  bo  ho  turned  a  sharp  corner  and  got  a  fellow-citizen  of 
African  descent;  and  as  we  were  mustered  in  after  dark  the  Gen- 
oral  didn't  know  it,  and  so  he  was  mustered  into  the  service. 
[Laughter.]  As  it  was  after  dark  the  American  citizen  of  Afri- 
can descent  passed  muster  ;  hut  ho  didn't  go  to  the  field,  for  some- 
hody  else  was  substituted ;  the  Major  had  got  the  darkey  to  repre- 
sent another  man.  I  aint  under  his  command  now,  and  there- 
fore X  tell  the  story. 

Gentlemen,  J  tender  you  on  behalf  of  the  invited  guests,  our 
distinguished  considerations.  [Applause,  and  three  cheers  for  Gov- 
ernor Baker.] 

"sherman's  marcii  to  tiie  sea." 
Responded  to  by  General  Durbin  Ward. 

Comrades: 

The  real  progress  of  nations  is  often  greatest  when  peace  is 
most  profound.  Yet  the  events  of  peace  and  prosperity  fill  small 
space  on  the  page  of  history.  Such  scenes  arc  too  tame  to  excite 
the  passions  or  the  imagination,  however  they  may  gratify  the 
moral  sense.  Their  narrative  is  therefore  glanced  over  by  the 
unmoved  reader  with  drowsy  indifference  or  quiet  satisfaction. 
It  is  only  when  events  arc  dramatic  and  grand,  when  alternate 
hope  or  fear  dominates  the  souls  of  the  actors,  that  the  record  of 
the  past  is  spirit-stirring,  and  arouses  like  the  voice  of  a  trumpet. 
We  hang  with  feverish  anxiety  or  fierv  ardor  upon  that  glowing 
page  which  depicts  the  death  grapple  of  heroes  or  portrays  strug- 
gles where  the  fate  of  millions  hangs  trembling  in  the  balance. 

On  such  a  page  is  written  the  story  of  that  great  drama  in 
which  each  of  us  acted,  however  humbly,  his  allotted  part.  With 
eager  eye  every  future  period  will  read  of  the  Socession  war,  and 
ponder  its  fearful  lesson.  The  seething  conflict  of  ideas,  tho  com- 
batants' rage  of  commingled  love  and  hate,  tho  steady  assault  and 
soldierly  defense,  the  patriotic  devction  on  the  one  side,  and  tho 
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chivalric  adherence  to  a  falling  cause  on  the  other — all  will  for- 
ever clothe  the  epoch  with  the  most  fascinating  interest. 

But  as  a  great  picture  has  both  its  fore-ground  and  its  back- 
ground, so  this  mighty  conflict  has  its  key  points  of  conception 
and  achievement,  which  stand  out  in  bold  relief  from  the  historic 
canvas.  The  hoarse  voice  of  the  rushing  thousands  who  on  the 
first  call  demanded  to  fight  under  yonder  flag;  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation;  and  the  anguish  of  the  people  when  the  Martyr 
President  sealed  his  devotion  with  his  blood,  must  ever  thrill  us 
with  emotion.  But  with  even  a  keener  intensity  will  the  military 
prowess  of  the  great  Captains  excite  the  wonder  of  coming  times. 
And  among  their  exploits  the  grandest  in  conception  and  the 
most  brilliant  in  achievement  was  "  Shermans  March  to  the  Sea." 
It  is  marked  by  every  element  of  genius;  its  fame  will  be  not 
merely  historical  but  will  live  in  tradition  robed  in  all  tho  splen- 
dors of  imagination. 

To  the  mere  student  of  military  science  tho  fertility  of 
resource  displayed  by  McClellan,  the  hero  of  the  dreadful 
"Seven  days"  around  Richmond,  affords  a  lesson  which  will  be 
tho  more  admired  tho  longer  it  is  studied,  and  will  not  fail  to 
invite  the  inquiry  what  such  genius  might  have  accomplished 
under  happier  auspices.  But  it  lacked  the  military  sanction  of 
success.  The  masterly  strategy  of  Rosecrans,  always  successful 
where  success  was  not  impossible;  the  steady,  unfaltering  career 
of  that  -'noblest  Roman  of  them  all" — Thomas — who  never  made 
a  mistake;  the  dashing  ardor  and  restless  eagerness  to  fight  which 
bore  the  gallant  Sheridan  into  the  flying  hosts  at  "  Winchester- 
town,"  and  redeemed  tho  day;  tho  indomitable  perseverance  of 
Grant,  which,  in  ''fighting  it  out  on  that  line  "  could  snatch  vic- 
tory from  the  jaws  of  defeat,  will  each  fill  its  appropriate  niche  in 
the  temple  of  fame.  Martial  science  and  history  and  song  will 
tell  of  these  great  Captains.  But  tho  "March  to  the  Sea"  links 
Sherman's  name  with  the  legendary  tales  of  the  nursery  and  tho 
hearthstone,  in  all  countries  and  languages.  Of  Alexander,  of 
IIannibal,   Caesar   or   Napoleon,   how    little  is   known   by   the 
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uncounted  millions  except  their  names.  So  will  fade  from  popu- 
lar remembrance  most  of  the  events  with  whoso  noise  the  world 
has  been  so  recently  full.  Still  the-  "March  to  the  Sea"  like  the 
Retreat  of  the  Ten  Thousand,  the  crossing  of  the  Rubicon  or  the 
Battle  of  Waterloo  will  grow  constantly  more  vivid  with  the  lapse 
of  ages.  When  wo  stand  near  some  lofty  mountain  whose  shaggy 
6idcs  bristle  with  rocks,  and  whoso  crest  is  obscured  in  clouds,  wo 
nro  apt  to  under-estimato  its  magnitude.  The  babbling  brooks 
and  picturesque  waterfalls,  the  fruitful  fields  and  flowery  gardens, 
tho  nestling  villages  and  busy  hum  of  industry  at  its  base,  beguilo 
US  from  the  observation  of  its  mnjestie  proportions.     As  wo  reccdo  % 

from  it,  theso  humbler  attractions  fado  from  tho  view.  Streamlet 
and  garden  and  village  aro  lost  to  the  03-0,  and  tho  mountain 
alone,  in  its  solitary  grandeur,  with  its  foot  on  the  earth  and   its  \ 

head  in  the  heavens,  mellowed  and  hazy  in  tho  dim  distance,  fills 
the  admiring  gnzo.  So  as  from  tho  Great  Rebellion,  century  after 
century  files  off  in  tho  march  of  time,  tho  throng  of  surrounding 
events  which  now  provoke  compassion  or  inspire  admiration  one 
by  one  sink  out  of  sight  while  the  cloud-capped  mountain  top, 
"Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea"  still  towers  above  tho  horizon. 

UTIIE    BATTLES  OP   FRANKLIN  AND    NASHVILLE,  THE    CROWNING  VICTO- 
RIES OF  THE  ARMIES  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND  AND  OF  THE  OHIO." 

General  John  M.  Sciiofield,  being  called  upon  to  respond, 
said : 

Comrades: 

The  Armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  of  the  Ohio,  sprung  from  ono 
common  origin,  and  were  sharers  of  the  same  noble  feelings  with 
those  more  loyal  States  north  of  the  Ohio  river.  Bearing  at  ono 
time  the  same  name,  and  at  times  so  united  in  organization  and  in 
action  as  to  seem  but  ono  army,  they  were  finally  reunited  as 
one  in  their  great  triumphs  at  Franklin  and  at  Nashville.  Tho 
battles  of  Franklin  and  of  Nashville,  though  separated  by  an 
interval  of  fifteen  days,  aro  properly  regarded  as  part  of  one  groat 
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battle.  The  former  was  fought  on  our  part  to  secure  the  concen- 
tration of  General  Thomas'  forces  at  Nashville,  and  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy  to  prevent,  if  possible,  that  concentration.  The 
blow  given  to  Hood  at  Franklin  on  the  30th  of  November,  pre- 
pared the  way  for  his  complete  overthrow  at  Nashville,  on  the  15th 
and  lGth  of  December.  Probably  no  victories  of  the  army  in 
that  struggle  were  more  complete,  or  more  momentous  in  their 
consequences  than  were  these  achievements  which  crowned  the 
Union  arms.  No  page  of  American  history  is  more  interesting 
than  where  is  recorded  this  final  reunion  of  the  Armies  of  the 
Cumberland  and  the  Ohio  to  give  the  last  finishing  blow  to  the  re- 
bellion in  the  central  region  of  the  South.  As  these  sister  armies 
were  thus  united  in  war  so  should  they  be  united  in  peace. 

"  THE  COMMANDERS  OF  TIIE  ARMY  OP  THE  CUMBERLAND." 

Major  General  [Thomas  J.  Wood  being  called  upon, 
responded  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades: 

I  am  sure  the  sentiment  which  has  just  been  drank  stirs  the 
deepest  emotion  in  the  heart  of  every  one  at  this  festive  board. 
What  a  bright  galaxy  of  names  is  included  in  the  commanders  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland — Anderson,  Sherman,  Buell,  Pose- 
crans,  Thomas  !  At  the  mention  of  these  grand  historic  names, 
how  busy  do  our  memories  at  once  become  with  the  mighty  events, 
pregnant  with  the  fate  of  the  nation,  which  were  enacted  in  the 
wonderful  olympiad  comprised  between  the  dark  and  sorrowful 
spring  of  1861  and  the  corresponding  season  of  1835,  when,  borne 
on  lightning  wings,  the  joyful  tidings  were  proclaimed  all  over  the 
broad  land,  that  armed  rebellion  had  been  crushed. 

The  war  was  truly  a  combat  of  giants;  and,  in  the  conflict, 
the  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  bore  a  distin- 
guished part — theirs  was  indeed  a  grand  role! 

The  hero  of  Fort  Sumter  was  the  first  commander  of  the 
nucleus  which,  first,    under  the  name  of  the  Army    of  the  Ohio, 
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expanded  subsequently  into  the  mighty  proportions  of  the  grand 
old  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  To  him  is  due  the  immortal  distinc- 
tion of  having  taken  the  first  decided,  active,  military  stand 
against  treason  and  rebellion  j  and  the  heroic  stand  taken  by  him 
in  his  isolated  position,  beleaguered  by  the  hosts  of  treason,  and 
tho  blood-thirsty  and  dastardly  attack  made  on  his  small  force  by 
overwhelming  numbers,  when  he  would  have  been  compelled  to 
capitulato  in  a  few  days  for  want  of  provisions,  aroused  at  last 
tho  long-forbearing  indignation  of  the  nation,  and  stirred  it  up  to 
put  forth  thoso  mighty  efforts  which  never  stayed  till  the  rebel- 
lion was  suppressed.  Prometheus-like,  the  hero  of  Sumter  was 
chained  to  the  rock,  but  his  example  was  not  lost.  On  the  altar 
of  Sumter  was  kindled  tho  tiro  of  patriotism,  which  sent  forth  its 
bcacon-glaro  to  illumine  the  groat  heart  of  the  whole  loyal  land. 

Though  tho  connection  of  General  Anderson  with  tho  em- 
bryo of  tho  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  of  brief  duration,  he  will 
ovor  bo  kindly  and  respectfully  remembered  ;  and  to  him,  In  a  far 
distant  foreign  land,  in  which  ho  has  gone  to  reside  to  recuperate 
his  wasted  health,  wo  sond  cordial  and  brotherly  greeting. 

General  "W.  T.  Sherman  was  tho  successor  of  General  An- 
derson. His  command  was  also  short,  but  it  was  long  enough  for 
him  to  explain  to  tho  government  how,  and  how  only,  tho  rebellion 
could  bo  crushed. 

As  Moses,  from  the  summit  of  Mount  Pisgah.  when  all  was 
darkness,  doubt,  and  uncertainty  around  the  children  of  Israel 
in  the  valley  below,  saw  all  the  glory  of  the  land  of  promise,  so 
General  Sherman,  from  the  lofty  Pisgah  of  his  sagacious  far- 
seeing  intellect,  foresaw  and  appreciated  the  vast  difficulties  that 
would  necessarily  be  encountered  in  suppressing  tho  rebellion  ; 
the  gigantic  efforts  the  nation  would  have  to  make  to  accomplish 
that  work  ;  and  how  thoso  efforts,  to  bo  successful,  must  bo  applied. 
He  realized  tho  fact  that  the  nation  was  not  engaged  in  "  a  ninety 
days'  affair."  And,  though  shortly  thereafter  relieved  from  com- 
mand in  Kentucky,  it  was  an  act  of  historic  and  poetic  justice  that, 
in  tho  progress  of  the  war  and  tho  current  of  events,  General 
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Sherman  was  tho  actual  leader  of  the  armed  host  which  finally 
realized  and  accomplished  tho  plan  of  crushing  the  rebellion  which 
lie  had  suggested  three  years  before.  Verily,  there  is  a  Nemesis  1 
"  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea,"  is  now  matter  of  history. 

General  Sherman  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  Long  may  he  live  to  enjoy  the  well-earned  honors 
of  his  exalted  rank  ! 

The  successor  of  General  Sherman  was  General  Buell. 
With  a  mind  rieh|y  stored  with  all  the  varied  learning  of  the  mil- 
itary  profession  ;  with  remarkable  powers  of  organization  and 
administration  ;  blessed  with  a  bod}r  of  iron  and  a  dauntless  soul ; 
patient  in  labor  and  toil;  appreciating  fully  the  necessity  of 
thorough  discipline  in  any  military  body  that  would  achieve  any 
great  lasting  success;  and  actuated  b}r  the  sternest  resolve  to  do 
what  he  conceived  to  bo  his  duty,  he  was  the  model  of  an  impas- 
sionless  professional  soldier.  To  him  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
was  indebted  for  much  of  the  organization,  instruction,  and  dis- 
cipline which  made  it,  under  other  and  more  fortunate  leaders, 
such  a  splendid  engine  of  success.  And  I  venture  the  prediction, 
that  when  the  passions,  prejudices,  and  asperiiies  engendered 
during  the  heat  and  action  of  the  war,  have  been  mellowed  and 
corrected  by  the  riper  and  truer  judgments  of  time,  history  will 
award  a  high  rank  to  General  Buell  among  the  distinguished 
military  leaders  in  the  late  civil  war.  And  b}r  those  who  were  his 
associates  and  knew  him  best,  he  will  ever  be  kindly  remembered. 

The  fourth  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was 
General  \V.  S.  Rosecrans,  familiarly  called  "Old  Rosey."  Bril- 
liant in  imagination,  ardent  in  temperament,  and  impetuous  in 
action,  with  much  ability  for  rapid,  comprehensive,  and  striking 
generalization,  ingenious  in  organization  and  fertile  in  resources, 
and  with  a  genial  and  magnetic  manner,  he  early  and  readily  won 
his  way  to  the  affection  of  his  troops,  which  he  has  never  lost. 

The  want  of  time  forbids  the  attempt  to  give  even  a  brief 
sketch  of  his  long  and  distinguished  connection  with  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland ;  to  do  so  would  occupy  pages,  and  I  can  do  no 
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more  than  say  in  theso  brief  limits,  that  General  Kosecrans' 

name  will  ever  bo  imperishably  connected  with  Rich  mountain, 

Iuka,  Corinth,  Stone    river,  tho  expulsion  of   the   rebels,  under 

Bragg,  from  Middlo  Tenncsseo,  tho  march  over  the  Cumberland 

mountains,  tho  successful  passage  of  tho  broad  and  majestic  Ten- 

ncsaco  in  tho  presence  of  a  largo  hostile  army,  and  tho  occupation 

of  Chattanooga  and  Chickamauga. 

Since  tho  close  of  tho  war,  Generals  Buell  and  Rosecrans 

liavo  loft  tho  army  and  retired  to  private  life.     To  the  former, 

from  our  social  board,  we  send  salutations;  to  the  latter  wo  extend 

! 
a  cordial  greeting  and  a  hearty  welcome  % 

Were  I  to  give  tho  rein  to  my  inclination,  Comrades,  in 
tpeaking  of  tho  last  commander  of  tho  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
or  pretend  to  present  any  sketch  of  his  character  and  services  at  } 

all  commensurate  with  their  deserts,  I  should  far  transcend  the 
limit  of  limo  usually  allowed  to  responsive  addresses  on  such 
occasions  as  tho  present. 

The  last  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  Gen- 
eral George  II.  Thomas,  bettor  and  more  familiarly  known  to 
his  associates  of  every  grade,  whether  officers,  or  men  in  the  ranks, 
as  "Pap Thomas."  His  calm  and  dispassionate  wisdom  in  council 
— his  provident  sagacity  which  forecast  and  provided  for  every 
exigency — his  unfailing  fixity  of  purpose — his  well-marked  but 
unostentatious  self  reliance,  which  said  to  his  subordinates,  "  No 
matter  where,  so  I  be  still  the  same" — his  imperturbable  courage 
and  equanimity  in  the  sorest  trials  of  battle — tho  fact  that  he  ever 
displayed  in  all  his  actions  a  sense  of  dut}'  and  a  patriotic  devotion 
to  the  country,  which  exalted  him  far  above  the  region  of  self  and 
personality — and  tho  union  of  tho  loftiest  personal  dignity  with 
tho  greatest  simplicity  and  gentleness  of  manner  (a  combination 
alike  removed  from  the  arrogance  of  hauteur  and  the  vulgarity  of 
familiarity).  Those  rare  elements  of  intellect  and  character  in 
combination  constituted  General  Thomas  the  beau  ideal  of  tho 
commander  of  a  volunteer  army,  and  made  him  the  idol  of  his 
soldiers. 
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To  utter  all  that  I  think  of  and  feel  toward  General  Thomas, 
and  to  which  I  am  sure,  Comrades,  your  admiration,  love,  and 
respect  would  give  a  hearty  response,  would  require  "  the  gift  of 
tongues;"  and  the  story,  if  told,  might  wear  the  appearance  of 
fulsome  adulation.  'Tis  not  strange,  Comrades,  that  we  love  him 
— we  who  were  associated  with  him  so  long,  and  passed  with  him 
through  so  many  trying  and  glorious  passages-at-arms. 

General  Thomas  was  associated  with  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland from  its  first  organization  till,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
having  nobly  done  its  work  and  fought  the  good  fight,  it  was 
disbanded.  He  was  longer  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland than  any  of  its  other  commanders,  and  was  the  most  suc- 
cessful. Under  him]  the  grand  old  army  never  knew  reverse  or 
defeat.  Under  him,  its  courso  was  ever  onward  and  forward 
toward  the  great  goal — the  suppression  of  the  wicked  rebellion. 
Under  him,  at  Nashville,  just  five  years  ago  to-day,  it  smote  and 
destroyed  the  rebel  army,  equal  in  numbers,  under  Hood,  in  an 
open  field  fight,  an  event  without  a  parallel  in  the  late  civil  war. 
That  rebel  enemy,  the  second  in  the  rebellious  confederacy,  never 
again  made  its  appearance  as  a  distinct  organization  in  the  field. 

Comrades,  I  can  not  pretend  to  tell  you  of  all  the  great  achieve- 
ments of  our  most  illustrious  commander.  Mill  springs,  the  first 
Union  victory  of  the  war,  Stone  river,  Chiekamauga,  Lookout 
mountain,  Mission  ridge,  all  the  conflicts  of  the  Atlantic  cam- 
paign, and  Nashville  are,  and  ever  will  be,  stars  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude in  his  transcendent  military  crown. 

But  it  is  not  vouchsafed  to'  even  the  loftiest  and  noblest 
intellects  to  render  services  on  every  occasion  of  equal  magnitude 
and  importance.  Discriminating,  then,  the  two  events  in  General 
Thomas'  professional  life  in  which  he  rose  to  the  grandest  pro- 
portions, rendered  the  most  signal  services,  and  displayed  in  the 
most  striking  manner  the  most  marked  and  distinguishing  fea- 
tures of  his  extraordinary  character,  I  point  to  the  battle  of  Chiek- 
amauga, in  which,  sustained  by  the  division  commanders  who 
remained  on  the  field,  he  was  the  rock   against  which  the  rebel 
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hosts  surged  and  beat  in  vain,  and  to  the  battle  of  Nashville,  in 
which  he  was  the  destroying  sword  that  annihilated  the  cohorts  of 
treason. 

I  can  not  forbear  to  call  your  attention,  comrades,  to  the 
remarkable  parallel,  in  two  high  elements  of  intellect  and  charac- 
ter, between  General  Thomas  and  three  of  the  most  illustrious 
military  leaders  of  the  past:  "The  Great  Captain,"  Gonzalvo  de 
Cordova;  "  The  Iron  Duke,"  Wellington;  and  our  own,  "The 
Godlike  and  Immortal  Washington."  I  refer,  first,  to  the  strik- 
ing ability  displa}Ted  by  all  of  them  to  achieve  great  results  with 
comparative^  small  means;  and,  secondly,  that  while  they  all,  as 
a  matter  of  duty,  pointed  out  the  inadequacy  often  of  the  means 
with  which  they  were  furnished  to  the  ends  they  were  expected 
to  accomplish,  I  refer  to  the  utter  absence  of  petulance,  qucrulous- 
ness,  and  captiousness  in  their  conduct  toward,  and  correspond- 
ence with,  their  respective  governments. 

We,  who  were  the  living  witnesses  of  his  conduct,  can  testify 
that  no  officer  in  the  late  war  won  his  honors  more  deservedly 
than  General  Thomas;  and  it  is  the  unanimous  verdict  of  his 
countrymen  that  none  wear  them  with  more  gentleness,  grace, 
simplicity,  and  unaffected  dignity. 


V  Ho  seemed  without  a'passion  to  proceed, 
Or  one  whose  passions  no  correction  need." 

Retrospect*!  ng  his  compact,  well-rounded,  fully  developed,  and 
harmoniously  proportioned  career  from  the  stand-point  of  thorough 
acquaintance,  derived  from  long  and  intimate  professional  and 
personal  association,  we  may  truthfully  exclaim,  sic  itur  ad  astra. 

To  him,  our  most  distinguished  and  ever-successful  leader  and 
best-loved  commander,  at  his  distant  station  of  duly  on  the  golden 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  we,  his  long-time  comrades,  from  this  festal 
board,  at  our  stated  annual  reunion,  send  tho  hearty  acclaim,  Hail 
and  all  hail,  great  and  mighty  chieftain,  illustrious  man,  "  noblest 
Roman  of  them  all  1" 

God   grant   him   "  longth  of  days "    in   which   to   servo    the 
5 
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country  which  he  loves  so  truly,  and  has  served  so  faithfully,  in 
still  more  exalted  positions,  yea,  in  the  highest  in  the  gift  of  the 
people  ! 

"  TIIE    LOYAL    CITIZENS    OF    THE    STATES    WHO     SUSTAINED    THE     ARMY 
WHILE    BATTLING  TO  PRESERVE  TIIE  UNION." 

Responded  to  by  General  C.  II.  Grosvenor. 

Comrades : 

It  is  well,  when  soldiers  who  survived  the  great  conflict 
come  together  to  talk  of  the  deeds  of  those  who  bore  arms  upon 
the  tented  field,  to  be  reminded  that  not  alone  to  the  men  who 
stood  in  the  battle's  front,  amid  the  din  and  crash  of  the  conflict, 
should  be  awarded  all  the  praise  and  honor  for  having  saved  the 
Union.  Great  credit  is  due  the  loyal  people  who  supported  the 
army — the  men  and  women  who  generously  contributed  of  their 
means  to  nurse,  clothe,  feed  and  care  for  the  sick,  the  wounded, 
and  those  left  helpless  by  reason  of  the  absence  at  the  fron^  of 
those  upon  whom  they  had  leaned  for  support. 

The  term,  "  loyal,"  received  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  a 
definition  which  ought  not  to  be  enlarged  or  altered  now.  It  was 
said  at  that  time  by  a  distinguished  statesman,  now  dead,  his 
character  revered,  his  memory  honored,  and  his  early  death  wept, 
by  the  whole  nation:  "  There  can  be  but  two  parties  in  this 
country  ;  one  patriots,  the  other  traitors  " — those  who  were  for, 
and  those  who  were  against,  their  country.  For  all  purposes 
that  proposition  contained  enough.  When  a  man's  merits  are  to 
be  canvassed,  it  is  enough  for  a  soldier  to  know  that  he  was  on 
the  side  of  the  government  during  all  the  time  of  the  war;  and, 
no  matter  what  the  exigencies  of  party  seem  at  times  to  demand, 
the  inquiry  ought  to  stop  here.  When  it  goes  beyond,  it  may  be 
used  for  the  base  purposes  of  the  raeritless  demagogue.  To-night, 
then,  let  us  with  grateful  hearts  accord  proper  honor  to  the  loyal 
people. 

When  the  mighty  conflict  came,  when  the  thunders  of  trea- 
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son's  relentless  assault  was  heard  all  around  the  sky,  the  loyal  peo- 
ple said  to  tho  able  young  men  :  "  Go,  in  the  strength  and  panoply 
of  patriotism,  and  uphold  the  flag  against  all  our  enemies  ;"  and 
they  said  :  "  Our  smiles,  our  prayers  and  our  substance  shall  be 
yours."  They  promised  to  succor  the  wounded  and  sick ;  to 
protect  tho  women  and  children  ;  and  to  those  who  should  come 
home  again  they  promised  honors,  and  the  lasting  gratitude  of  a 
free  people.  Most  royally  wero  these  pledges  redeemed.  When 
a  hundred  thousand  soldiers  lay  wounded  and  sick,  the  women 
put  forth  their  power;  no  task  to  them  was  too  great,  no  obsta- 
cle was  insurmountable.  Tho  store-rooms  of  tho  Sanitary  and 
Christian  Commissions — those  heaven-ordained  agencies  of  the 
people — teemed  with  articles  indispensable  to  the  comfort  and  sal- 
vation of  those  men.  Words  of  cheer,  of  courage  and  of  hope 
sped  upon  white-winged  messengers  of  love  to  every  camp  of  the 
vast  army;  and  many  a  valiant  blow  was  struck,  and  many  an, 
undying  deed  of  glory  done  under  the  stimulus  given  by  lines 
from  those  the  soldior  loved,  coming  from  the  loyal  hearth-stones 
of  the  land. 

And  when  covert  treason  in  the  rear  undertook,  by  its  unholy 
machinations,  to  weaken  the  army  at  the  front,  and,  by  under- 
mining its  hope  and  integrity,  to  paralyze  its  arm  and  neutralize 
'  its  power,  no  people  ever  redeemed  its  pledges  more  promptly  or 
moro  fully.  The  loyal  press  of  the  country  cheered  the  soldier  in- 
the  field,  appealed  to  the  honor  of  the  people  at  home,  and  sound- 
ed the  tocsin  of  danger  along  the  whole  line  of  supplies  and  re- 
serves. It  stood  upon  the  forum  of  tho  nations,  and  pleaded  the- 
imperiled  cause  of  liberty  and  the  government  of  the  people,  im 
tones  of  eloquence  and  with  logic  irresistible  and  conclusive.  It 
sent  its  magic-penned  reporters  to  all  the  fields  of  danger  audi 
glory;  and  through  this  means  stirred  up  the  people  at  home  to 
renewed  diligence  in  behalf  of  the  soldier,  and  placed  on  tablets 
never  to  perish,  deeds  of  valor,  the  common  glory  and  heritage  of 
the  coming  generations  of  Americans. 

And  when,  in  18G3,  the  enemy  at  home  had   marshaled  his 
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party  and  hurled  thorn  on  our  lines  in  the  North,  the  thunder  of 
the  glorious  Thomas'  cannon,-at  Stone  river,  Chiekamauga  and 
Nashville,  struck  the  rebel  leaders  with  no  greater  or  more  per- 
manent terror  than  did  the  acclaim  of  victory  from  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania and  all  the  great  Northwest,  which  testified  to  the  world 
that  the  loyal  people  were  keeping  faith  with  their  gallant  sol- 
diers. 

When  the  impartial  history  of  the  war  is  fully  written,  high 
upon  the  pinnacle  of  fame,  in  characters  more  enduring  than 
marble  or  bronze,  will  stand  engraved  the  names  of  those  who, 
although  prevented  from  going  out  to  fight,  yet  discharged  their 
no  less  patriotic  duties  at  home.  And  while  the  paramount  love 
of  the  people  will  always  belong  to  the  men  of  the  army,  who 
faced  death  in  all  its  forms,  the  soldier  will  never  cease  to  honor 
"  the  loj-al  citizens  of  the  states,  who  sustained  the  army  while 
battling  to  preserve  the  Union." 

"THE  IIEROIC    DEAD." 

Drank  standing  and  in  silence. 

"  THE  ARMY  OP   THE  CUMBERLAND." 


Eesponded  to  by  Colonel  William  T.  Jones,  who  said : 

My  Comrades: 

We  feel  proud  to-night,  for  who  would  not  be  proud  in  the 
consciousness  of  the  fact  that  he  followed  uOld  Rosy"  through 
Stone  river,  and  who  would  not  be  proud  when  he  remembers  that 
he  followed  "  Eosy  "  and  "Old  Pap"  through  the  fight  at  Chick- 
amauga? With  diffidence  I  speak  in  reply  to  this  toast,  for  who 
would  not  speak  with  diffidenee  when  he  is  expected  to  do  justice 
to  that  army  whose  history  is  written  in  blood  ?  Who  would  not 
speak  with  diffidence  when  attempting  to  do  justice  to  the  Army 
for  which  Hakker  died,  and  among  whose  illustrious  dead 
McCook  is  numbered?  And  who  would  not  speak  with  diffidence 
when  he  looks  around  and  realizes  that  all   these  fla<rs  havo  been 
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bath 0(1  in  tho  blood  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  of  the  best  men 
in  tho  West?     With  diftiJonco  may  I  well  speak. 

Hut  in  speaking  of  the  Army  of  (he  Cumberland,  I  must  go 
back  to  tho  timo  when  thero  was  no  such  army  really  as  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  known.  Tho  Army  of  the  Ohio  made  a  part  of 
our  history.  Wo  would  do  injustice  to  tho  men  who  saved  tho 
Union  nnd  mado  character  for  this  great  army,  if  wo  were  to 
forgot  that  great  oaglo  swoop  of  this  army  under  the  command  of 
General  Buell  down  tho  banks  of  tho  Ohio  to  Tennessee.  We 
can  not  forget  Saunders;  we  may  never  forget  Johnson,  and  wo 
may  never  forget  PorE ;  nor  can  we  forget  any  of  those  names 
who,  were  they  living,  would  bo  enrolled  among  members  of  tho 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  I.  tell  you,  Comrades,  we  have  a  common 
interest  in  all  these  ;  wo  aro  not  tho  Army  of  the  Cumberland  alone  ; 
wo  arc  tho  Army  of  the  Ohio  and  tho  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  I 
can  not  rccito  tho  history  of  that  army,  my  Comrades;  I  could 
but  do  it  injustico,  and  thoroforo  I  shall  not  attempt  to  rccito  its 
history.  I  can  not  rccito  tho  heroic  deeds  of  those  men  who  aro 
now  silent  in  tho  grave.  Who  can  recite  the  bravo  deeds  of  these 
armies  at  Stono  river,  at  Chickamauga,  at  Resaea,  and  in  all  thoso 
fields  known  to  famo?  There  they  will  live  forever.  Tho  his- 
tory of  these  armies  is  written.  No  words  of  mine  can  perpct- 
uato  its  memory;  but  so  long  as  liberty  is  estimated  and  prized, 
so  long  as  our  Government  illustrates  justice,  so  long  tho  blood  of 
its  martyrs  in  the  Armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  of  the  Ohio,  their 
illustrious  commanders,  and  their  names  will  live. 
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"  LOYAL    WOMEN    OP    THE    UNION." 


General   Benjamin    Harrison,   being    called    upon,   re- 
8ponded. 
Comrades  op  the  Army  op  the  Cumberland  : 

In  the  sentiments  and  responses  to  which  you  have  already 
listened,  your  attention  has  been  called  to  the  more  notable  and 
prominent  instruments  used  in  reaching  the  great  success  which 
crowned  our  armies  in  the  late  war.  The  sentiment  now  proposed 
calls  our  attention  away  from  our  great  captains,  and  from  the 
armies,  whose  courage  and  endurance,  changed  the  boldest  con- 
ceptions of  their  leaders  into  glorious  achievement,  to  an  influence 
as  silent,  as  tender,  yet  potent  as  the  sunshine.  From  the  noise  and 
trumpet-calls  of  the  battle,  we  turn  to  listen  to  the  soft  voice  of 
woman,  in  the  homo  and  in  the  school,  preparing  a  generation  of 
men  to  walk  through  the  seven  times  heated  furnace  of  a  civil  war. 
From  the  successful  leader  of  an  army,  we  look  away  to  the  source 
of  those  patriotic  impulses  and  that  high  courage,  and  see  him  in 
boyhood  receiving  from  a  mother's  lips,  with  glowing  eye  and" 
swelling  breast,  the  story  of  those  scenes  of  blood  and  victory  in 
which  the  "stars  and  stripes"  were  born,  and  drinking  in  from 
the  example  of  her  holy  consecration  to  duty  that  lesson  which 
leads  him  to  count  not  his  life  dear  if  he  may  serve  his  genera- 
tion. 

"When  the  first  gun  was  fired,  and  the  nation  awoke  to  its 
peril  and  its  duty,  the  patriotic  heart  of  the  American  women  beat 
from  the  first  in  full  harmony  with  the  music  of  the  Union.  Her 
hands  answering  to  the  impulse  of  the  heart,  sought  with  alacrity 
to  serve  the  nation  and  its  defenders.  She  fashioned  the  banners 
that  were  to  float  over  the  marching  columns  of  our  army,  and 
wove  her  faith  and  her  prayers  into  their  silken  folds.  She  gave 
the  sword  into  the  hands  of  her  brother,  and  charged  him  to  suffer 
no  stain  of  dishonor  to  mar  its  brightness.  She  applauded  the 
brave   and    shamed    the   timid    into   courage.     She    cheered   the 
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departing  troops  with  waving  banners,  and  bravely  hid  her  tears, 
lest  she  might  make  him  weak  who  needed  to  be  strong.  She  fol- 
lowed tho  soldiers  with  her  ministries  of  love  and  gentleness 
into  the  most  remote  fields  of  action,  refreshing  not  the  wasted 
body  only,  but  tho  weary  spirit.  She  stood  by  the  cot  of  the 
dying,  and  seemed  to  tho  dimmed  eye  and  wandering  mind  to  take 
on  the  lineaments  of  tho  loved  one  at  home.  Her  faith  bent  before 
the  cruel  disaster  which  seemed  to  swallow  up  the  nation's  hopes, 
but  more  quickly  than  tho  strained  hopes  of  men,  lifted  itself 
again  and  with  prophetic  vision  saw  and  sang  of  the  time  when 
the  nation  should  triumph  gloriously  and  the  horse  and  his  rider 
should  be  cast  into  the  sea.  Sho  bravely  took  up  the  tasks  of  men, 
that  the  decimated  ranks  might  bo  filled.  Sho  gave  first  one  and 
then  another  of  her  sons,  and  when  tho  remorseless  cry  for  more 
came  up  from  tioldsof  frightful  carnage,  sho  withheld  not  the  child 
of  her  old  age,  but  guvo  him  up  with  a  faith  like  that  of  the 
Patriarch,  who  led  tho  child  of  promise  toward  tho  mount  of  sac- 
rifice. Tho  wife  gave  up  her  husband  and  spent  her  days  in  lone- 
liness and  labors  unwonted.  If  tho  battlefield  had  its  heroes,  not 
less  had  the  homo  its  heroines.  If  liberty  counted  her  martyrs  by- 
thousands  in  the  track  of  armies,  she  also  counted  them  not  a  few 
among  the  broken-hearted  women  of  the  land. 

None  but  those  who  have  felt  it  can  tell  the  strength  which 
the  memory  of  a  pure,  brave  mother,  wife  or  sister  gave  to  the 
soldier's  heart  and  arm.  Ho  fought  as  one  who  fights  his  way 
toward  home.  He  knew  that  he  could  only  come  again  in  peace 
to  the  cottage  ho  loved,  through  the  gates  of  victory.  This 
memory  and  spiritual  presence  was  like  the  tarrying  of  angels 
around  the  camp  fires.  It  stilled  tho  voice  of  rudeness,  rebuked 
vice,  and  kept  the  heart  clean  as  a  drinking  place  for  wife  or 
mother.  God  bless  the  patriotic  women  of  our  land.  How  much 
of  our  success  came  as  tho  result  of  her  influence  and  effort,  and 
how  much  of  God's  favor  came  in  answer  to  her  prayers,  lie  who 
gathers  up  tho  tiny  springs  of  influence  into  the  sweeping  river, 
can  only  tell.     But    we  fondly  and  gratefully   acknowledge,  that 
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her  power  was  great,  and  share  with  her  the  glory  and  the  bless- 
ings of  victory. 

And  now  comrades,  may  the  sweet,  pure  face  of  wife,  mother, 
sister,  look  up  to  us  to-night  from  these  sparkling  cups,  to  purify 
and  chasten  the  joys  of  this  festival  occasion. 

After  the  regular  toasts  of  the  evening  were  drank  and 
responded  to,  the  following  volunteer  toasts  were  offered, 
to- wit : 

By  Major  John  1).  Evans: 

"TO    THE    MEMORY    OF    MAJOR    GENERAL    J.    B.    M'rilERSON." 

Which  was  drank  standing  and  in  silence. 
By  Martin  Van  Buren  Dickey  : 

"THE  RANK  AND  FILE  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND." 

This  toast  was  accompanied,  with  the  request  that  Major 
General  Xegley  should  respond. 

General  Negley  said  . 

I  shall  detain  }Tou  only  long  enough  to  give  expression  to 
one  sentence.  Although  the  private  soldier  may  not  havo  his 
name  inscribed  upon  the  roll  of  fame,  thank  God  he  is  emhalmcd 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  and  his  memory  will  he  cherished 
as  his  country's  priceless  treasure 


Major  General  Kosecrans  was  now  loudly  called  upon 
for  a  speech,  and  lie  attempted  to  excuse  himself,  but  all  effort 
on  his  part  to  decline  being  fruitless,  he  said : 

My  Comrades  : 

I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  so  many  of  you  sinco 
I  rode  the  lines  in  front  of  Chattanooga.  And  now,  when  I  look 
upon  your  faces  and  receive  from  you  so  many  kindly  manifesta- 
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tions  of  regard  ;  and  when  I  remember  that  I  may  never  see  many 
of  you  again,  I  remember  too  that  there  is  much  unwritten  history 
connected  with  our  struggles  when  together  in  the  field,  which 
may  never  be  told.  If  you  will  indulge  me  for  a  few  moments,  I 
propose  to  tell  you  how  General  Thomas  came  to  be  the  last  com- 
mander of  tho  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

As  I  look  upon  your  faces  and  remember  that  you  are  my 
equals — that  you  aro  tho  men  I  honor — that  you  are  the  men  wrho 
constituted  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  when  I  came  to  that 
command,  I  think  I  shall  discharge  a  duty  quito  incumbent  upon 
me,  and  probably  gratifying  to  you,  when  I  tell  you  some  few 
incidents  connected  with  that  change  of  commanders. 

Comrades:  You  "will  probably  remember  that  when  I  was 
ordered  to  relievo  General  Buell  of  tho  command  of  tho  Army 
of  the  Ohio  I  camo  from  another  lino  of  duty;  but  you  probably 
are  not  generally  aware  of  the  met  that,  although  I  had  been  in 
tho  war  from  the  beginning,  I  had  received  no  promotion  until  tho 
night  after  the  battle  of  Iuka,  when  I  received  a  commission  as 
major  general  of  volunteers,  dated  tho  lGth  of  August,  18G2. 

You  will  remember  that  after  this  came  the  battle  of  Corinth, 
on  the  3d  and  4th  of  October,  1862,  when  we  were  called  from  the 
pursuit  of  tho  enemy  and  returned  on  the  11th.  On  the  19th 
having  completed  my  official  report  of  the  battle,  I  received  orders 
to  repair  to  Cincinnati,  where  I  found  an  autograph  note  from 
General  Hooker,  directing  me  to  proceed  to  the  headquarters  of 
General  Buell  and  assume  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land. In  order  that  I  might  assume  the  command  to  which  I  was 
assigned,  it  was  necessary  that  a  major  general  of  volunteers, 
whose  commission  had  but  a  few  months'  dato,  should  assume  tho 
command  of  thoso  men  who  had  grown  up  with  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio.  Major  General  Thomas,  Major  General  Crittenden, 
and  Major  General  McCook,  had  been  promoted  for  gallant 
fighting  in  tho  field,  and  many  others  had  been  promoted,  but  I 
was  a  junior.  It  happened  in  some  way  or  another  that  1  was 
chosen  ;  but  what  were  the  influences  which  led  to  the  selection  of 
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myself  to  relieve  General  Buell,I  never  knew,  nor  did  I  inquire. 
I  believe  it  will  be  borne  out  by  my  record  that  I  never  asked  for 
a  command  nor  sought  influence  to  obtain  a  command  or  promo- 
tion. 

[Voices — "  That  was  right."  "  We  believe  it."  "  God  bless 
you."  "  Get  every  word."  u  Take  it  all  down."  Several  enthu- 
siastic admirers  of  the  General  frequently  during  the  speech 
addressed  these  last  and  words  of  similar  import  to  the  reporter.] 

Now  comes  the  point  which  I  wish  to  speak  of  with  reference 
to  General  Thomas,  and  I  shall  have  to  beg  your  indulgence  for 
a  little  while,  because  the  story  may  be  fifteen  minutes  long,  or 
possibly  longer. 

I  arrived  at  Bowling  Green  before  General  Thomas  reached 
that  place.  I  felt  a  natural  diffidence,  which  I  ought  to  have  felt, 
in  being  assigned  to  the  command  of  an  army  already  distin- 
guished in  the  annals  of  war — already  the  foremost  in  the  West. 
I  had  known  General  Thomas  from  the  time  when  he  was  a 
cadet.  I  had  the  opportunity  of  recommending  him  as  a  proper 
person  to  take  the  place  which  was  tendered  me  in  the  Virginia 
Military  Institute  ;  and,  subsequently,  with  a  brother  officer  of  the 
engineer  corps  —  superintendent  of  a  military  academy  —  to 
recommend  him  for  a  position  of  chief  of  artillery  at  West  Point. 
Upon  his  arrival,  I  sent  for  him  to  come  to  me,  when  I  said  : 
"Thomas,  I  have  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  army  ;  you 
are  my  senior  in  service,  and  in  years,  and  in  merit;  I  do  not 
come  to  take  the  command  without  a  great  deal  of  diffidence,  but 
as  it  has  been  so  ordered  by  the  Government,  I  wish  to  say  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  have  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  offi- 
cers of  this  command,  and,  most  of  all,  I  want  a  perfect  under- 
standing with  you.  You  know  well  my  friendship  for  }'Ou,  and  I 
wish  to  know  what  you  think  about  it.  I  wish  to  say  now,  before 
you  give  me  your  answer,  that  whatever  you  want  you  can  have. 
I  will  divide  this  army — to  be  sure,  I  can  not  give  a  legal  title — 
but  I  will  divide  it,  and  give  you  the  largest  of  the  three  divisions, 
or  you  may  be  second  in  command. 


Banquet.  75 


General  Thomas  replied  that  he  had  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence and  highest  regard  and  friendship  for  me.  He  said  that  he 
had  always  placed  entire  confidence  in  me  ;  that  he  had  always  a 
dislike  for  a  violation  of  the  regular  system  of  promotion  by  sen- 
iority in  the  army;  and  that  when  it  was  anticipated  that  he 
would  decline  taking  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  he 
thought  of  asking  service  in  Texas.  But  he  could  not  refuse 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  I  placed  them  before 
him  ;  for  I  showed  him  that  the  efficiency  of  the  army,  in  fact  its 
success,  in  a  great  measure,  depended  upon  his  co-operation  ;  and 
so  he  said  he  would  serve  with  me;  he  simply  desired  to  know  if 
my  commission  was  dated  before  his.  I  was  notified  that  it  had 
been  ante-dated;  why  it  was  done  I  never  knew;  but  that  is  none 
of  our  business.  I  told  him  I  believed  it  was  dated  the  21st  day  of 
March,  18G2.  "Well,"  said  he,  "that  is  older  than  mine,  and 
removes  the  last  objection  I  have." 

You  remember  that  I  divided  the  army,  and  made  him  com- 
mander of  the  center.  We  talked  it  all  over  and  he  said:  UI 
have  had  experience  as  second  in  command,  and  found  that  I  was 
nobody — with  you  it  would  be  different; — but  nevertheless  if  you 
desire  it  I  will  take  the  second  command.  I  leave  it  to  }Tour 
judgment;  perhaps  it  might  be  better  for  me  to  have  a  position  in 
the  army."  I  thought  it  best  for  him  to  have  the  four  divisions 
constituting  the  center  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

That  is  a  little  piece  of  history,  the  facts  of  which  I  wished 
to  communicate  to  you.  I  may  never  see  you  all  again  ;  I  may 
never  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  you  in  this  way  again,  I 
am  living  so  far  away.  [A  voice — "Come  to  Cleveland  next 
year."]  I  may  not  live  till  the  time  of  the  meeting  next  year,  but 
if  I  do,  and  I  can,  I  will  be  there.     [C'hcers.] 

The  next  little  historic  point  goes  to  the  close  of  my  con- 
nection with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  when  I  took  leave  of  my 
comrades  in  arms  without  showing  my  face  and  without  shaking 
hands,  and  that  is  a  point  I  want  to  mention.  Sometime  previous 
to  this,  General  Garfield  came  to  me  and  said  that  General 
I 
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Thomas  requested  him  to  speak  to  mc  concerning  a  matter  which 
he  felt  a  delicacy  about  approaching  himself.  lie  said  :  "  General 
Thomas  desired  mo  to  say  that  he  has  understood  that  there  have 
been  intrigues  to  get  }*ou  removed  from  the  command  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  he  "wishes  you  to  understand  that  should 
such  a  thing  be  done,  he  should  consider  it  a  great  injustice  to  tho 
Nation  and  to  this  army,  and  he  should  never  wish  to  serve  in  it 
afterward,  and  would  not  so  serve  unless  compelled  to  do  so." 
[Applause  and  shouts  of  commendation  for  General  Thomas, 
amid  which  three  cheers  were  given  for  General  Thomas.]  Now, 
gentlemen,  to  all  of  this  I  made  a  proper  reply,  directing  Gen- 
eral Garfield  to  tell  General  Thomas  that  I  had  the  utmost 
confidence  in  his  friendship  and  honor,  and  that  no  event  I  could 
anticipate  should  cause  the  least  coldness  between  us,  and  he  need 
not  apprehend  anything  of  the  sort. 

It  was  known  to  the  corps  commanders  almost  immediately 
after  we  took  possession  of  Chattanooga,  tho  objective  point  of  tho 
campaign,  that  I  intended  to  do  what  I  could  to  move  General 
Bragg's  boots  [laughter],  and  that  in  pursuance  of  that  intention, 
I  directed  pontoon  bridges  to  be  built  with  the  utmost  rapidit}r,  so 
that  we  could  get  the  use  of  the  roads  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Tennessee.  I  had  contracted  with  two  of  the  heaviest  bridge 
building  firms  in  the  country — one  in  Cleveland,  and  one  in 
Chicago — to  rebuild  tho  railroad  bridges  across  tho  Tennessee  and 
Banning  Water,  without  delay  ;  and  I  had  ordered  constructed 
four  steamboats  for  our  use  on  the  river.  The  hull  of  one  was 
about  finished,  and  tho  calking  was  being  done  on  another,  be- 
fore Ave  crossed  the  river.  I  had  also  directed  other  pontoons  to 
be  constructed  by  which  wo  could  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Ten- 
nessee below  the  mouth  of  Lookout  creek,  on  which  to  march 
and  take  possession  of  Lookout  valley.  That  matter  was  known 
to  the  corps  commanders,  and  it  was  known,  I  think',  to  my 
young  friend,  Phil.  Sheridan,  for  though  a  division  commander, 
ho  used  to  be  down  at  head-quarters  frequently,  and  I  took  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  in  consulting  with  him. 
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General  P.  H.  Sheridan,  interposing,  paid:  I  will  state 
that  I  rode  in  company  with  General  Rosecrans  at  the  time  ho 
was  looking  at  the  crossing  of  the  river,  when  he  was  making 
arrangements  to  put  the  bridge  across.     [Cheers.] 

General  Eosecrans  continued :  At  an  early  period  after  his 
arrival  I  directed  General  Baldy  Smith,  he  having  reported  to 
me  and  been  made  chief  engineer,  to  make  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  shore  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Chickamauga  with  a 
view  to  operations  as  soon  as  General  Sherman  should  arrive. 
On  the  19th  of  October,  we  proceeded  to  examine  the  exact 
point  where  we  intended  to  cross  the  river  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  possession  of  Lookout  valley.  On  returning 
that  evening  I  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  announcing  my 
removal  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
the  appointment  of  Major  General  Thomas  to  that  com- 
mand. I  immediately  sent  a  note  to  General  Thomas,  and 
another  to  General  Granger,  requesting  them  to  call  at  head- 
quarters that  evening,  at  ten  o'clock.  When  they  arrived,  the 
papers  were  all  arranged  in  proper  order  to  be  read,  and  were 
lying  on  the  table  at  headquarters,  and  when  those  gentlemen 
came  I  laid  them  before  General  Thomas  to  read.  After  ho  had 
read  them  over,  he  drew  a  long  breath  and  turned  pale,  and  was 
about  to  speak,  when  I  said:  "  Thomas,  don't  say  anything;  there 
is  no  misunderstanding  can  come  between  you  and  me.  I  know 
what  you  want  to  sa3r,  for  Garfield  has  told  me;  but  you  can't 
desert  this  post.  You  are  the  only  man  for  the  place.  What  you 
have  to  do  is  to  do  it  like  a  soldier,  and  it  will  always  be  right 
between  you  and  me." 

Upon  that,  like  a  reasonable  man,  a  noble  soldier,  and  a  true 
patriot,  he  said  :  "Well,  I  suppose  I  must  do  so,  but  I  don't  like 
it."  We  then  sent  for  the  chiefs  of  departments  and  had  a  re- 
port made  out  by  each  of  them  of  the  condition  of  things  in  their 
respective  departments;  and  having  done  that  and  discussed  what 
was  best  to  be  done,  wo  wrote  our  orders — mine  taking  leave  of 
the  army,  and  his  assuming  tho  command.     When  we  had  done 
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that,  and  sent  tho  orders  to  the  adjutant  general,  I  said  :  "Now, 
Thomas,  this  won't  probably  produce  a  very  good  effect,  and  I 
think  the  less  fuss  there  is  about  it,  and  the  less  said  about  it,  the 
better  it  will  bo  for  the  country  and  for  all  concerned.  I  have 
put  you  in  possession  ;  you  have  always,  as  you  know,  been  a 
confidant  with  me;  and  particularly  lately,  because  I  have  always 
thought  that  the  second  in  command  should  know  pretty  much 
the  chief  plans  and  views  of  the  commander,  so  that  in  case  of 
death  or  accident,  he  might  be  able  to  make  them  effective.  You 
know  pretty  well  my  views  heretofore,  and  you  will  have  infor- 
mation from  the  chiefs  of  departments,  but  if  there  is  anything 
you  want  that  I  can  give  you,  say  so.  If  you  think  it  necessary, 
I  can  stay,  but  it  would  be  against  my  judgment.  Said  he  : 
"  General,  I  would  like  to  have  you  stay,  but  I  think  your  head 
right  on  that  point."  Now,  gentlemen,  that  is  the  way  General 
Thomas  came  to  take  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland , 
and  be  its  last  commander. 

There  is  one  other  little  incident  which  I  will  tell  you,  because 
it  concerns  myself,  and  that  is :  After  the  orders  were  all  dis- 
patched, and  sent  to  the  adjutant  general,  and  orders  were  given 
for  the  baggage  to  be  made  ready  for  my  departure  in  the  morn- 
ing, General  Thomas  said:  "Now,  General,  I  want  you  to  be 
kind  enough  to  describe  the  exact  plan  for  the  taking  of  Lookout 
valley  as  you  proposed  it."  I  went  over  it  again,  and  told  him 
when,  where,  and  how  it  was  my  purpose  to  cross  the  river  ;  how 
to  occupy  Lookout  valley  and  to  secure  the  use  of  the  road  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river. 

I  feel  that  it  is  due  to  myself  to  state  that  before  our  parting 
we  read  with  astonishment  and  indignation  at  the  outrageous  im- 
plication it  contained,  a  dispatch  to  General  Thomas  to  "  hold 
Chattanooga  at  all  hazards;"  as  if  I,  who  had  taken  it  and  knew 
its  value — who  had  taken  all  the  precautions  and  made  all  the 
plans  to  hold  it,  and  who,  if  famous  for  anything,  it  was  for  not 
"giving  up" — had  been  in  danger  of  yielding  any  grasp  on  the 
place  we  had  so  dearly  won. 
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In  the  morning  at  seven  o'clock,  I  left  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  my  compan- 
ions in  arms  from  that  time  to  this,  except  as  ships  pass  each 
other  on  the  ocean.  I  have  met  and  passed  them  on  my  way 
down  the  business  current  of  life.  I  hope  I  may  meet  you  all 
again,  not  only  next  year,  but  yet  many  years;  and  may  God 
bless  you,  and  make  you  all  prosperous  and  happy  as  you  deserve 
to  be.  (The  General  took  his  seat  amid  long-continued  applause 
and  cheer  after  cheer  for  "  General  Rosecrans.") 

General  Rosecrans,  again  rising  from  his  chair,  said:  I  de- 
sire to  supply  one  omission.  You  know  it  is  an  old  saying  that 
"straws  tell  which  way  the  wind  blows;"  so  sometimes  a  turning 
point  shows  the  true  man  of  honor  and  the  true  soldier  from  the 
bogus  one;  and  sometimes  it  is  a  very  small  line  and  a  delicate 
point  that  makes  the  division.  Now,  I  want  to  tell  you  some- 
thing that  is  due  to  General  Thomas.  lie  is  my  friend,  and  near 
friend,  and  I  want  to  tell  you  one  thing  more  about  him.  You 
see  what  a  white  man  he  is  from  what  I  have  told  you,  don't  you  ? 
[Voices — "  Yes ;  yes."]  Now,  one  thing  more  to  crown  it.  The 
time  soon  came  round — 

General  Gordon  Granger  interrupting,  asked  General 
Rosecrans  to  yield  to  him  for  one  moment.  "I  am  not  going  to 
make  a  speech,"  said  he ;  "I  have  nothing  to  say,  but  I  simply 
want  to  confirm  what  the  General  has  said.  I  was  in  command 
of  part  of  the  forces,  and  I  saw  and  know  that  what  General 
Rosecrans  has  said  is  true,  verbatim,  et  literatim,  et  punctuatim." 

General  Rosecrans  resuming,  said  :  Before  long  we  went  to 
battle,  for,  don't  you  know,  we  wanted  to  command  Lookout 
valley,  and  have  the  use  of  the  river.  The  time  came  very  soon 
for  the  execution  of  that  plan,  and  it  was  executed.  The  plan 
was  executed,  and  Lookout  valley  was  taken.  The  river  was 
opened,  and  the  army  was  saved  and  supplied  with  bread.  The 
remarks  of  the  soldiers  that  they  could  defend  that  line  if  I 
would  open  the  cracker  line  were  about  right.     [Laughter.] 

Then   came    the    newspaper    men   from    the   East    (begging 
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Major  W.  D.  B.'s  pardon),  and  they  represented  that  these  great 
and  glorious  results  were  worked  out  by  the  new  chieftain.  They 
said,  this  is  what  new  genius  did.  It  was  theory  of  everybody 
that  the  new  commander  did  these  wonderful  things.  But  at 
headquarters  General  Thomas,  instead  of  dwindling  down  to  the 
dimensions  of  a  little  man,  and  passing  over  that  thing,  he  had  the 
manhood  to  put  in  at  the  commencement  of  his  report  that :  (t  In 
pursuance  of  the  plans  made  by  so-and-so,  the  execution  of  which 
was  delayed  until  Hooker's  transportation  could  bo  brought  up, 
we  took  possession  of  Lookout  valle}'?"  General  Thomas  dared 
to  say  that.  He  dared  to  tell  the  truth.  That  shows  what  a 
white  man  he  is.     [Cheers  for  General  Tuomas  and  for  General 

EOSECRANS.] 

General  Gordon  Granger  said: 


I  simply  want  to  testify  to  the  truth  of  what  General  Eose- 
crans  has  said.  I  have  got  it  in  writing.  It  is  a  matter  of  record. 
The  plan  was  inaugurated  and  proposed  by  the  two  friends  you 
see  there — General  Phil.  Sheridan  (I  think  you  call  him)  and 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans.  I  remember  the  night  of  the  discus- 
sion in  General  Schofield's  tent  about  crossing  that  river,  and 
when  we'd  cross  it,  and  where,  and  how,  and  what  was  necessary 
to  cross  it  with.  And  then  what  the  General  has  spoken  of  took 
place.  It  was  the  right  plan,  of  course,  and  the  plan  was  followed 
out,  and  the  plan  was  successful;  and  the  result  showed  that  it 
was  the  right  plan.  It  has  long  sinco  been  said  that  it  was  a  bad 
time  to  swap  horses  when  crossing  a  stream,  and  I  thought  it  was 
a  bad  time  to  swap  commanders:  but  it  was  done,  and  General 
Thomas  and  all  there  went  to  work  at  General  Eosecrans'  plan 
and  policy,  and  it  was  carried  out,  and  carried  out  successful!}7. 
[Applause  and  cheers.] 
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General  Kimball  now  closed  the  banquet,  saying : 


MR.    PRESIDENT,    GENERALS    SHERIDAN,    SCHOFIELD,    ROSE- 
CRANS,  AND  COMRADES: 

You  have  been  permitted  to  meet  here  to-night  to  celebrate 
the  third  anniversary  of  our  society,  and  from  all  indications  you 
have  certainly  enjoyed  yourselves.  We  have  been  permitted  again 
to  grasp  by  the  hand  one  of  our  former  commanders — he  who 
whipped  Jubal  Early  in  the  Yalley  of  Virginia — General  Puil. 
Sheridan;  and  another,  who,  in  a  dark  hour  of  our  nation's  dis- 
tress, laid  Hood  on  his  back  at  Franklin — General  Schofield  ; 
and  yet  another,  who  often  led  us  to  battle  and  to  victory — "  Old 
TCosy,"  God  bless  him;  and  yet,  comrades,  we  miss  here  to-night 
the  "noblest  Roman  of  them  all,"  old  "  Pap  Thomas." 

You  are  about  to  retire  to  your  homes,  and  I  intend  to  say  the 
last  words  said  to  you  to-night.  May  we  part  in  peace,  comrades. 
The  God  of  Battles  has  been  our  God.  We  have  carried  His  ban- 
ner and  our  banner,  in  darkness  and  tribulation,  yet  by  His  aid  to 
victory.  I  invoke  his  choicest  blessings  upon  you  through  all  the 
days  of  your  lives,  and  as  you  walk  through  "  the  valley  and 
shadow  of  death,"  may  His  rod  and  staff  comfort  you,  and  may 
He  crown  you  all  with  a  crown  of  glory  when  the  judgment  day 
shall  come  and  all  the  armies  of  the  Union  shall  surround  His 
throne.     Now,  comrades,  all  say,  Amen.     [Shouts  of  "Amen."] 

I  now  bid  you  good-bye  and  God-speed.  And  may  you  ever 
feel  that  it  was  good  for  you  to  have  been  here. 

General  Sheridan  said: 

I  want  you  all  to  give  three  cheers  for  Indianapolis,  and  all 
agree  to  meet  at  Cleveland.     [The  cheers  were  given  with  hearty 
good  will,  and  the  Banquet  closed.] 
6 
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LETTERS   AND    DISPATCHES 


FROM 


DISTINGUISHED    OFFICERS 


OF   THE 


ARMY  OF  TEE  CUMBERLAND 

AND   OF 

OTHER    COMMANDS 

RECEIVED   BY 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements. 


FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  GEORGE  H.  THOMAS. 


San  Francisco,  Cat,  December  16,  7  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  General  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Presiding  Officer  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumherland. 

DEAR  SIR: 

I  sincerely  reciprocate  the  kind  greeting  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  hope  this  reunion  has 
been  as  cordial  as  could  have  been  desired. 

GEOKGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General,   IT.  S.  A. 
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FROM    GENERAL    U.    S.    GRANT,   PRESIDENT   OF   THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  16,  1869. 
GEN.  P.  H.  SHERIDAN: 

I  regret  my  inability  to  be  present  with  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  at  their  annual  meeting, 
and  also    my  non-acknowledgment  by  letter,  of  the  invitation  f 

which  was  duly  received.  Not  being  able  to  answer  upon  receipt, 
the  matter  escaped  my  memory  under  the  pressure  of  public  busi- 
ness, until  I  saw  notice  of  your  meeting.  ) 

I  hope  the  Society   may  have  many  pleasant  reunions,  and 
that  the  time  of  some  of  them  may  be  so  selected  as  to  enable  me 

to  attend. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 


FROM  GENERAL  W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

New   York,  December  16,  1869} 

GEN.  B.  SPOONER: 

Dispatch  followed  me  to  New  York,  where  L 

am  in  attendance  at  a  wedding. 

I  notified  General  Spillman  that  I  had  to  be  here  this  day. 

Assure  all  that  I  heartily  approve  their  meeting,  and  wish  you 

all  success. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

General. 
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FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  JOHN   M.  PALMER. 

Springfield,  Illinois,  December  15,  1869. 
SOCIETY  OF  THE  AHMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND: 

Until  the  last  moment  I  indulged  the  hope 
of  meeting  my  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  but 
the  dangerous  illness  of  one  of  my  children  compels  me  to  deny 
myself  the  satisfaction  of  doing  so. 

Greet  the  representatives  of  the  glorious  old  army  that  may 
be  present,  in  my  name,  of  the  thousands  of  Illinoisans  who  can 
not  meet  them  there.  A  tear  for  the  dead,  a  thought  for  the  ab- 
sent, and  rousing  cheers  for  those  who  followed  the  flags  through 
sunshine  and  storm,  and  three  cheers  for  the  honest,  brave,  and 
ever  true  soldier,  George  IL  Thomas. 

I  invite  the  Society  to  hold  its  next  meeting  at  Springfield, 
and  here  receive  a  "Sucker's"  welcome. 

JOHN  M.  PALMER. 


FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  H.  A.  BARNUM. 

New  York,  December  14,  18G9. 
General  George  H.  Thomas, 

President  Array  of  the  Cumberland : 
DEAR  SIE: 

I  am  with  you  in  spirit,  though  it  is  impos- 
sible to  be  in  person. 

God  speed  the  society  of  our  grand  old  army  !  Fix  the  next 
meeting  here,  and  New  York  will  give  you  a  welcome  commensu- 
rate with  her  greatness  and  your  merits. 

H.  A.  BARNUM. 
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FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  JOHN  M.  PALMER. 

Springfield,  Illinois,  December  16,  1869. 

Hon.  M.  F.  A.  Hoffman, 

Secretary  of  State: 

DEAR  SIR: 

Would   that  I  could  come.     Say  to  all  pres- 
ent, in  ray  name,  "  God  bless  you." 

JOHN  M.  PALMER. 


FROM  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  A.  0.  McCLURG. 


Chicago,  Illinois,  December  16,  1869. 

Colonel  George  I.   Waterman, 

Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

MY  DEAR  COLONEL: 

Urge  the  Society  to  change  time  of  meeting. 
A  number  of  our  members  are  in  Congress  and  can  not  come  in 
December;  and  a  large  number  of  others,  not  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  in  Congress,  find  it  impossible  at  this  time  of  year. 

Disappointment  at  not  coming  leaves  me  just  breath  enough 
to  send  hearty  greeting  to  every  Cumberland  man. 

A.  C.  McCLURG. 
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FEOM  CHAELES  F.  MANDEESONT  AND  GEOEGE  O.  WIL- 
LIAMS. 

Omaha,  Neb.,  December  16,  1869. 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBER- 
LAND: 

Do  not  place  us  on  the  muster-out  roll ;  neces- 
sarily absent.  We  send  greeting  and  this  sentiment :  Eosecrans 
and  Sheridan — they  have  no  brighter  jewels  in  their  crowns  of 
glory  than  Stone  river. 

CHAELES  F.  MANDEESON. 

GEOEGE  0.  WILLIAMS. 


FEOM  MAJOE  GENEEAL  GEOEGE  H.  THOMAS,  PEESI- 
DENT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF  THE  AEMY  OF  THE 
CUMBEELAND. 

San  Francisco,  Cal,  November  26,  1869. 
DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  have  waited  until  to-day  before  answering 
your  letter  of  the  3d  inst.,  hoping  that  I  might  be  able  to  inform 
you  that  I  could  be  present  at  the  approaching  annual  reunion  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Much  as  I  regret  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  shake  you  all  by 
the  hand  on  the  15th  of  December  next,  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
forego  the  pleasure.  Indianapolis  is  so  far  from  San  Francisco, 
and  there  being  apprehensions  of  Indian  outbreaks  in  this  region, 
I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  leave  my  command  for  so  long  a  time 
as  will  be  required  to  go  to  Indianapolis  and  return. 

I  appreciate  fully  the  friendly  sentiments  of  your  letter, 
which  are  all  tho  more  acceptable  from  the  fact  that  similar  senti- 
ments come  to  me  from  many  quarters. 
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It  was  my  hearty  desire,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
late  war,  to  accept  with  cheerfulness,  and  perform  with  zeal  and 
honesty,  whatever  duties  devolved  upon  me.  At  the  same  time, 
it  was  my  constant  endeavor  to  impress  those  who  were  with  me, 
and  under  my  command,  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the 
services  they  had  undertaken  to  perform.  This,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  was  an  easy  task.  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  from  the 
highest  officers  to  the  privates  in  the  ranks,  was  distinguished 
throughout  the  war  for  subordination,  unity  and  concert  of  action 
within  itself,  as  well  as  for  the  cheerfulness  with  which  it  united 
its  destinies  and  divided  the  hardships  of  service,  at  all  times,  with 
whatever  troops  it  came  in  contact  with  in  the  service,  enter- 
taining no  jealousies  of,  but  a  lively  sentiment  of  friendship  and 
esteem  for  all  engaged  in  the  defense  of  the  government. 

Although  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  with  you  in  person,  my 
heart  will  rejoice  with  you  in  the  happy  reunion  which  I  know 
you  will  have.  I  am,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

GEOEGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General,  U.  S.  A. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee, 

Society  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

I 
a 

PEOM  MAJOE  GENERAL  JOSEPH  HOOKER. 


Brevoort  House. 
New  York  City,  December  12,  1869. 

Nathan  Kimball,  Esq. 
MY  DEAR  SIR: 

I  received  your  polite  invitation  to  be  present 
at  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be 
held  at  Indianapolis  on  the  15th  and  16th  December,  1869. 
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I  regret  very  much  that  the  state  of  my  health  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  join  you  on  that  occasion.  My  connection  with  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  brief,  but  long  enough  to  inspire  me 
with  the  highest  respect  for  its  services,  a  devoted  attachment  to 
its  members,  and  an  exalted  admiration  for  its  old  chief,  Major 
General  George  II.  Thomas. 

I  concur,  with  all  my  heart,  in  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and 
I  sincerely  trust  that  in  the  future  I  shall  be  permitted  to  aid  you 
in  executing  them.     In  conclusion,  I  tender  you  my  best  wishes. 

Sincerely  yours, 

J.  HOOKEB, 

Major  General. 


FEOM  MAJOE  GENEEAL  B.  F.  BUTLEE. 


Lowell,  Mass.,  November  11,  18G9. 
DEAR  SIR: 

Public  duties  of  an  imperative  character  will 
prevent  my  acceptance  of  your  kind  invitation  to  bo  present  at 
the  third  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  on 
the  15th  and  16th  of  December. 

Yours  truly, 

BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLEE. 
Nathan  Kimball,  Esq., 
Chairman,  etc., 

Indianapolis,  2nd. 
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FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  J.  J.  REYNOLDS. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Military  ^District, 
Austin,   Texas. 
MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  kind  invitation  to  be 
present  on  the  15th  and  16th  prox.,  and  I  would  be  most  happy  to 
attend,  but  in  my  present  position  it  is  not  possible.  I  hope  to 
attend  future  reunions. 

Please  remember  me  cordially  to  the  "  comrades,"  and  believe 
me,  Ever  truly  yours, 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Brevet  Major  General. 
General  N.  Kimball, 

Indianapolis. 


FROM  HON.  T.  A.  HENDRICKS. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  December  14,  1869. 
General  N.  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee. 
DEAR  SIR: 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  30th  ult., 
inviting  me  to  attend  the  third  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be  held  at  this  city,  on  the  15th 
and  16th  insts.  I  most  sincerely  regret  to  say,  that  professional 
engagements  have  pressed  upon  me  which  I  could  not  postpone 
or  neglect,  and  which  will  call  me  from  this  city  at  that  time. 

Were   it    in    my   power,  I  would    gladly  accept  your  kind 
invitation,  for  I  would  have  been  happy  to  express  my  respect  for 
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FROM  GENERAL  G.  M.  DODGE. 

Council  Bluffs,  December  9,  1869. 
General  N.  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  regret  that  a  long  sickness  will  prevent  my 
accepting  your  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  third  reunion  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Having  served  on  so  many  fields  with 
it,  I  would  gladly  renew  old  acquaintances,  were  I  able,  and  in 
sending  my  regrets,  I  accompany  them  with  the  wish  that  you  all 
may  have  a  good,  happy,  social  time. 

I  am,  truly  and  respectfully, 

G.  M.  DODGE. 


H 


the  many  distinguished  men  whose  names  have  become  forever 
connected  with  our  country's  history,  who  will  be  present  on  that 
interesting  occasion,  and  I  would  have  been  gratified  at  the  oppor- 
tunity of  extending  my  acquaintance  among  them. 

It  would  also  be  a  pleasure  to  contribute  anything  in  m}' 
power  to  promote  the  object  of  the  Society  as  repeated  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  in  their  printed  letter  of  November  3,  it 
being,  in  substance,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  fortunes  and 
achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  preserve  the  sen- 
timent and  feeling  of  comrades,  to  guard  the  glory  of  the  illus- 
trious dead,  and  to  protect  and  relieve  their  families. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  the  invitation,  and  hoping 
this  reunion  may  be  an  occasion  of  uninterrupted  pleasure  to 
yourself  and  comrades. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  HENDRICKS. 
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FEOM  GENEEAL  LUCIUS  FAIECHILD. 

Madison,  Wis.,  November  25,  18G9. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Indianapolis. 

GENERAL: 

I  really  hoped  to  be  able  to  accept  the  kind 
invitation  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  which  you  are  the  chair- 
man, to  meet  with  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
and  fully  expected  to,  but  I  now  find  that  official  duties  will  pre- 
vent. 

I  wish  your  reunion  every  success.  The  brave  men  of  that 
gallant  army  deserve  all  the  happiness  they  can  get  in  this  world, 
and  the  world  to  come. 

Very  truly  yours, 

LUCIUS  FAIECHILD. 


FEOM  BEIGADIEE  GENEEAL  W.  D.  WHIPPLE,  COEEES- 
PONDLNG  SECEETAEY. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  November  24,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kiiriball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 
GENERAL: 

I  regret  that  distance  and  my  official  duties  will 
compel  me  to  be  absent  from  "  roll  call  "  on  the  15th  of  next 
December.  I  feel  that  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  myself  and  our  Society 
to  be  present  on  that  occasion,  and  thus  far  I  have  endeavored  to 
be  where  duty  required,  but  our  country  is  so  immenso,  that  when 
away  here  on  the  Pacific,  one  can  not  always  do  as  he  would  wish 
by  his  duties  in  the  East,  be  he  never  so  devoted.  I  am  aware  of 
what  I  shall  lose,  and  in  spirit  shall  be  with  you,  and  the  better 
to  assist  our  imaginations,  those  of  us  who  are  here  present,  will 
have  a  little  celebration  of  our  own. 
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That  the  coming  celebration  may  be  as  successful  as  have 
been  the  two  preceding,  and  that  I  may  join  you  in  many  in  the 
future,  is  the  earnest  wish  of 

Yours  fraternally, 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Brevet  Major  General,  U.  S.  A., 
Corresponding  Secretary. 


FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  GILES  A.  SMITH. 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  12,  1869. 
SIR: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  8th  inst., 
inviting  mo  to  be  present  at  your  third  annual  reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Nothing,  I  assure  you,  would  afford  me  more  pleasure  than  to 
meet  the  heroes  of  that  grand  old  army,  than  which  there  was 
no  braver  or  better,  and  to  whose  valor  the  country  is  so  much 
indebted  for  its  present  united  government.  But  my  visit  this 
present  month,  to  attend  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  at  Louisville  (your  cotemporary  laborer  in  the  good 
cause),  will  prevent  my  absenting  myself  so  soon  again  from  my 
official  duties  here. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  and  wishing 
you  a  pleasant  time,  and  many  such  reunions,  I  am, 
With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Late  Major  General,  U.  S.  A. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc., 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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FROM  VICE  ADMIRAL  DAVID  D.  PORTER,  U.  S.  NAVY. 

Washington,  D.   (7.,  November  12,  1869. 
DEAR  SIR: 

I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


FROM  ADMIRAL  D.  G.  FARRAGUT,  U.  S.  NAVY. 

New   York,  November  15,  1869. 

DEAR  SIR: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  kind  favor  inviting  me 
to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis  on  the  15th  and  16th 
prox. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  attention,  but  deeply 
egret  that  my  health  is  not  sufficiently  restored,  to  enable  me  to 
entertain  the  hope  of  forming  one  of  your  number  on  that  pleas- 
ant occasion. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  a  happy  reunion,  I  remain 
Very  truly  yours, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

Admiral   U.  S.  N. 
Chairman  Ex.  Com. 
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It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  be  with  you  on  so  inter- 
esting an  occasion,  but  I  fear  it  will  be  impossible.  The  state  of 
my  health  is  such  that  I  can  not  endure  a  long  ride  in  the  cars, 
such  as  would  be  unavoidable  in  this  case. 

Thanking  you  for  the  complimentary  terms  of  your  invita- 
tion. 

Yery  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Vice  Admiral. 
Gen.  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Ex.  Committee. 


FROM  GENERAL  W.  K.  BELKNAP,  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Washington   City,  November  20,  1869. 

GENERAL : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter 
of  invitation  to  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  am  grateful  for  the  remembrance. 

Although  I  never  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  yet, 
like  every  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I  have  always 
been  proud  of  its  glorious  deeds  and  its  high  name.  I  beg  you  to 
present  to  the  members  of  tho  Society  the  assurances  of  my  regret 
that  I  will  be  unable  to  bo  present  at  a  reunion  which  I  know 
will  be  a  pleasant  one. 

Yery  respectfully  yours, 

W.  K.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Gen.  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chm'n  Executive  Committee, 

Indianapolis. 
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FROM.  MAJOR  GENERAL  WINFIELD  S.  IIANCOCK. 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  6,  1869. 

Gen.  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Ex.  Committee. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

Your  polite  note  of  the  5th  ultimo,  inviting 
me  to  be  present  at  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  has  been  received,  and  I  beg  to  thank 
you  and  the  Executive  Committee,  of  which  you  are  chairman,  for 
their  attention.  It  would  really  be  a  pleasure  to  meet  you  and 
your  comrades,  on  the  occasion  in  question,  but  I  fear  that  my 
official  business  may  prevent  mo  from  leaving  St.  Paul. 
Trusting  that  your  reunion  may  be  of  the  happiest, 
I  remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

WINFIELD  S.  HANCOCK. 


FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  GEORGE  B.  McCLELLAN. 

Hobohen,  November  15,  1869. 
MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

Your  very  welcome  note  of  the  5th,  conveying 
so  kind  and  courteous  an  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  has  duly  reached  me. 

I  regret,  sincerely,  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  avail 
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myself  of  the  politeness  of  the  Committee,  for  I  know  that  I  should 
find  among  the  members  of  the  Society  very  many  of  my  old 
friends  and  comrades,  whom  I  should  be  delighted  to  meet. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  convey  to  the  other  gentlemen  of 
the  Committee,  my  warm  thanks  for  their  courtesy,  and  my  regret 
that  I  can  not  have  the  great  pleasure  of  being  with  them  on  the 
15th  and  lGth  prox. 

I  gladly  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  the  expres- 
sion of  my  kind  personal  feeling  for  yourself,  and  with   my  best 
wishes  for  the  complete  success  of  the  meeting, 
I  am,  my  dear  General, 

Your  sincere  friend, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN. 


FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 

Carbondale,  Ills.,  November  24,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kimball: 

MY  DEAK  GENEKAL: 

I  am  very  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  come  to  jrour 
meeting,  as  I  always  enjoy  such  occasions,  but  I  leave  next  week 
for  Washington,  and  can  not  conveniently  return  West  so  soon. 
I  am  not  very  well,  and  the  journey  is  rather  too  long  in  winter 
to  improve  my  throat,  with  which  I  am  suffering  all  the  time. 

Trusting   you  may  have  a  large  attendance,  and  a  joyous 
time.  I  am,  as  ever,  your  friend, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 
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FEOM  MAJOE  GENERAL  H.  W.  SLOCUM. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.}  November  13,  1869. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

Your  favor  of  the  8th  inst.,  inviting  me  to  the 
third  annual  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  has  been 
received. 

I  shall  take  pleasure  in  accepting  your  kind  invitation,  if  it 
is  possible  for  me  to  leave  Washington  at  that  time.  With  many- 
thanks  for  your  favor, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM. 
General  Nathan  Kimball. 


FROM  COLONEL  W.  G.  MITCHELL. 

St.  Louis,  December  8,  1869. 
MY  DEAR  SIR: 

Please   accept    many  thanks   for   your   kind 

invitation  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 

Cumberland,  on  the  15th  and  16th  inst.     I  regret  exceedingly  that 

it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  attend  on  that  happy  occasion. 

I  am,  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

W.  G.  MITCHELL, 

Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 
General  N.  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee. 
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FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  GEORGE  G.  MEADE. 

Philadelphia,  November  22,  1869. 

Nathan  Kimball,  Esq., 

Chairman  Ex.  Committee,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

DEAR  SIR: 

My  absence  from  this  city  must  be  my  apology 
for  not  earlier  answering  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  8th  inst. 

Nothing  would  afford  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  accept  your 
kind  and  flattering  invitation  to  meet  the  gallant  men  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  but  I  regret  exceedingly  that  my  public  and 
private  engagements  will  prevent  my  doing  so. 

"With  many  thanks  for  the  complimentary  terms  of  your  invi- 
tation, I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 

GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General,  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  HON.  SCHUYLER  COLFAX,  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

South  Bend,  Ind.,  November  16,  1869. 
DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  thank  you  for  your  invitation  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  at  Indianapolis,  next  month  ;  and  can  assure  you, 
and  them,  that  nothing  but  public  duties  could  prevent  my  accept- 
ance. 

I  can  imagine  the  joy  that  you  will  all  feel,  after  returning 
from  scenes  of  trial,  danger  and  suffering,  as  the  saviors  of  the 
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Union,  to   reassemble   thus   together  and   brighten  the  links  of 

friendship  by  personal   association ;  and   I  should   bo  glad  if  I 

could  be  a  witness  of  the  happy  reunion. 

Very  truly  yours, 

SCHUYLER  COLFAX. 
General  Kimball,  etc. 


PEOM  HON.  GEOEGE  M.  EOBESON,  SECEETAEY 
U.  S.  NAVY. 

Washington,  November  13,  18G9. 
SIR: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 

of  yours  of  the  8th  inst.,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  third  annual 

meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the   Cumberland,   and    I 

regret  to  say  that,  owing  to  a  press  of  public  business,  I  shall  be 

unable  to  be  present  upon  that  most  interesting  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  M.  EOBESON. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Nathan  Kimball,  Esq. 

Chairman  Executive  Committee, 

Indianapolis ,  Ind. 


FEOM  HON.  O.  P.  MOETON,  UNITED  STATES  SENATOE. 

Washington,  December  7,  186i*. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

DEAR  SIR: 

Your  letter  inviting  mo  to  be  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  bo  held  in 
Indianapolis,  is  at  hand. 
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It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  accept  your  kind  invita- 
tion, but  my  duties  in  Congress,  and  ray  ill  health  forbid. 

With  many  of  the  officers  and  men  composing  that  glorious 
army  I  am  well  acquainted,  and  am  familiar  with  the  reputation 
of  all.  I  remember  well  their  grand  achievements,  their  suffer- 
ings and  the  high  patriotism  by  which  they  were  inspired.  May 
the  country  ever  hold  them  in  grateful  remembrance,  and,  in 
every  suitable  way,  testify  its  high  appreciation  of  their  services  I 

In  some  quarters,  where  we  should  expect  better  things,  it  is 
said  that  the  Eebellion  was  but  an  honest  difference  of  opinion ; 
that  the  war  involved  no  moral  principle,  no  question  of  right ; 
and  that  the  result  proved  nothing  but  the  numerical  strength  of 
the  armies  of  the  Union.  This  doctrine  strips  treason  of  its  crime, 
makes  the  conquered  rebel  entitled  to  our  warmest  sympathies, 
and  teaches  future  generations  that  it  is  not  wrong  to  strike  at 
the  life  of  a  nation  in  order  to  establish  human  slavery. 

I  hope  that  your  meeting  may  be  a  pleasant  one ;  that  the 
chain  of  friendship  first  linked  together  in  the  bivouac,  upon  the 
march  and  battle  field,  may  be  brightoned,  and  that  you  may  all 
realize  anew,  that  it  was  a  glorious  thing  to  have  belonged  to  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

With  sincere  regards  to  yourself  and  all  your  Comrades, 
I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

O.  P.  MORTON. 


FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  J.  D.  COX,  SECRETARY  OF  THE 

INTERIOR. 


Washington,  D.  C,  November  12,  1869. 
MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  accept  the 
invitation  to  meet  with  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
at   its   next   annual   meeting,  in   December,  but,  as  you   doubt- 
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less  must  anticipate,  the  time  of  the  meeting,  coming  as  it  does  in 
the  early  part  of  the  session  of  Congress,  will  be  a  complete  bar  to 
my  attendance,  as  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  absent  from 
my  duties  here. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  have,  as  always,  a  most  inter- 
esting assembly,  and  I  regret  that  circumstances  make  it  imprac- 
ticable for  me  to  be  present. 

Yery  truly  yours, 

J.  D.  COX. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Ex.  Corn.,  Society  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 


FROM  SURGEON  GENERAL  READ. 

Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  December  15,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 
Indi  inapolis. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

Until  this  moment  I  had  hoped  to  participate 
in  the  reunion  of  the  gallant  Army  of  the  Cumberland  in  its  anni- 
versary exercises,  but  imperative  engagements  have  interposed. 
God  speed  the  brave  men  in  this  celebration,  who  periled  their 
lives  in  this  noble  army  for  their  country's  sake;  and  God  save 
the  good  and  gallant  Major  General  George  H.  Thomas,  its 
commander,  and  the  President  of  the  Society  reunion,  whose 
Roman  heroism  and  soldierly  integrity  made  this  army  what  it  was 
to  the  nation,  and  is  to  us,  gallant,  chivalrous  and  victorious. 

To  have  shared  its  glories  in  war,  and  an  honorable  mem- 
bership in  time  of  peace,  should  be  to  each  a  jeweled  inherit- 
ance. Its  heroes,  dead  on  every  pathway  of  war's  battles,  should 
be  cherished  green  in  our  hearts  from  year  to  year.     They  were  of 
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us,  and  their  memories  should  be  with  us  now,  their  children  the 
Nation's  wards. 

To  continue  these  reunions,  General,  I  beg  to  share  my  full 
part  in  all  that  may  be  required. 

May  harmony  and  soldierly  love  inspire  the  hearts  of  those 
now  convened  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  for  its  honor  and 
history  and  perpetuity.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Very  truly, 

EZRA  READ. 
Late  Surgeon  Uth  Ind.  Cav.  hth  Div.  C.  C.  M.  D.  M. 


FEOM  MAJOR  GENERAL  DANIEL  EUTTERFJELD. 

New  York,  November  5,  1869. 
General  George  H.  Thomas, 

President,  etc. 

DEAE  GENEKAL: 

The  enclosed,  from  General  Negley,  explains 
itself.  I  regret  that  my  health  and  duties  both  forbid  my  attempt- 
ing the  duty.  General  Neqley  will  undoubtedly  grace  the  occa- 
sion better  than  myself,  and  deliver  an  oration  more  acceptable 
and  eloquent  than  I  could.  My  heart  and  feelings  are  with  the 
Society,  and  I  regret  that  I  can  not  be  present. 
I  am,  very  respectfully  yours, 

DANIEL  BUTTERFIELD. 
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FEOM  MAJOE  GENERAL  JOHN  POPE. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  December  13,  18G9. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Ex.  Com.,  Indianapolis. 
GENERAL: 

I  have  delayed,  until  the  last  moment,  to  reply 
to  your  note  of  the  5th  ult.,  inviting  mo  to  be  present  at  the  re- 
union of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  in  the  hope 
that  the  condition  of  my  health  would  be  such,  that  I  could  accept 
it.  I  have  been  confined  to  tho  house  ever  since  I  returned  from 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  reunion,  at  Louisville,  and  I  am  still 
very  unwell. 

I  regret  extremely  that  I  can  not  be  with  you  on  an  occasion 
so  full  of  interest,  and  which  would  have  given  me  the  opportu- 
nity to  meet  again  so  many  officers  for  whom  I  shall  always 
cherish  so  much  esteem  and  regard. 

I  thank  you  especially  for  the  very  kind  words  in  which 
your  invitation  was  couched,  and  I  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  ap- 
preciate it,  and  shall  always  feel  grateful  for  it. 

Yery  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  POPE. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Major  General  U.  &.  A. 


FEOM  MAJOE  GENEEAL  JAMES  H.  WILSON. 

ICeohik,  Iowa,  November  29,  18G9. 
MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  have  just  received  your  kind  invitation  to 
attend  the  reunion  of  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
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hasten  to  assure  you  of  my  lively  participation  in  its  memories, 
and  of  my  earnest  desire  to  be  with  you  on  the  anniversary  of  our 
glorious  victory  at  Nashville.  And  yet  I  am  afraid  that  pressing 
official  engagements,  complicated  by  the  absence  of  the  Paymas- 
ter, will  prevent  the  realization  of  my  wishes.  Should  I  not  ans- 
wer at  "  roll  call,"  please  assure  my  comrades  that,  though  absent 
in  person,  I  am  with  them  in  spirit. 

Wishing  you  a  merry  time,  and  the  pleasure  of  many  victo- 
ries in  the  walks  of  peace, 

I  am,  faithfully  and  truly  yours, 

J.  H.  WILSON. 
General  N.  Kimball, 

Chairman  Ex.  Com.  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


FIIOM  HON.  D.  D.  PEATT,  UNITED  STATES  SENATOE. 


Loga?isport,  Ind.,  November  1G,  1869. 
General  Nathan  Kimbalh 
DEAK  SIE: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  inviting  me  to 
attend  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  to  be  held  at  Indianapolis  on  the  15th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, and  sincerely  regret  that  my  necessary  absence  at  Washing- 
ton, will  not  allow  me  the  pleasure  of  availing  myself  of  your 
kind  invitation. 

"Very  respectfully  yours, 

D.  D.  PEATT. 
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FROM  BEEVET  GENERAL  ALFRED  II.  TERRY. 

Atlanta i  Ga.  December  16,  1869. 
General  N.  Kimball: 

Chairman  Ex.  Com.  etc., 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 
GENERAL: 

I  beg  that  you  will  pardon  the  great  discour- 
tesy of  which  I  have  been  guilty  in  so  long  delaying  to  reply  to 
your  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  My  apology  must  be  that  I  have  been 
quite  seriously  ill,  and  have  been  unable  to  attend  either  to  my 
public  duties  or  private  matters. 

It  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure  to  attend  your  meet- 
ing had  it  been  in  rny  power  to  do  so,  but  the  same  cause  which 
made  it  difficult  for  me  to  write,  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to 
accept  your  invitation. 

Thanking  you  heartily  for  the  honor  which  you  have  done 
me, 

I  am,  very  sincerely  and  respectfully  yours, 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 
Brevet  Major  General,  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  J.  A.  GARFIELD. 

Washington,  November  24,  18G9. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
DEAR  SIR: 

Yours  of  the  13th  instant,  inviting  me  to  attend 
the  third  annual  meeting  of  tho  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  to  respond  to  a  sentiment,  "  To  the  Memory  of  the 
Heroic  Dead,"  is  received. 
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I  greatly  regret  that  my  duties  hero  will  probably  prevent 
me  from  attending  the  meeting. 

I  wrote  an  urgent  letter  to  the  Society  last  year,  and  expressed 
the  hope,  which  I  know  is  shared  by  a  large  number  of  our  com- 
rades, that  they  would  fix  a  day  of  meeting  earlier  than  Decem- 
ber. I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  again  to  the  subject  that  a 
large  number  of  our  comrades  are  members  of  Congress,  and  the 
first  two  weeks  of  the  session  are  of  special  importance  ;  which 
makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  leave.  An  earlier  date  would  insure 
us  pleasanter  weather,  and,  I  believe,  enlarge  the  attendance. 

If,  however,  I  find  it  possible  to  leave,  I  shall  be  with  you, 
but  I  do  not  at  present  expect  to  be  able  to  do  so. 
Yery  truly  yours, 

J.  A.  GAKFIELD. 


FEOM  ADJUTANT   GENEKAL  E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 

Washington,  November  16,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 

DEAR  SIR: 

I  regret  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  be  present 
at  the  meeting  of  your  Society  on  the  15th  and  16th  December,  in 
accordance  with  your  kind  and  flattering  invitation. 
With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant  General,  U.  S.  A. 


Letters  and  Dispatches.  107 


FROM  COLONEL  J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 

Cheyenne,  Wyoming  Territory,  December  10,  18C9. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  : 

I  have  delayed  replying  to  your  kind  invita- 
tion to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  at 
Indianapolis,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  crowning  victories  of  the 
West,  because  I  have  been  in  hopes  that  I  could  answer  it  in  per- 
son. But  I  now  find  that  a  pressure  of  official  duties  will  deprive 
me  of  the  anticipated  pleasure  of  meeting  the  old  comrades  with 
whom  I  have  so  often  kept  step  to  the  music  of  the  Union.  I 
know  that  you  will  have  a  good  time,   and  that  those  of  other  / 

armies  than  the  Cumberland,  who  were  with  you  five  years  ago, 
will  be  remembered  by  you  at  "roll  call." 

May  our  days  of  marches  and  alarms  and  battles  be  lived  over 
again,  only  in  memory,  and  may  the  future  lives  of  each  and  every 
one  of  you  be  crowned  with  that  peace  and  plenty  which  you  so 
nobly  earned  in  the  turmoil  and  privations  of  war. 
Yery  truly  yours, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
To  Major  General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 


FEOM  GENERAL  W.  H.  H.  TERRELL. 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  13,  18G9. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

Your  polite  invitation  to   attend  the   third 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to 
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be  held  at  Indianapolis  on  the  15th  and  lGth  December,  proximo, 
is  received. 

It  would  afford  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  meet  with  my 
many  friends  of  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  and  if  my  public  duties  will  admit,  I  shall 
certainly  be  with  you. 

Although  not  in  the  field  as  a  soldier,  I  think  I  may  claim, 
without  vanity,  to  have  contributed  somewhat  to  the  substantial 
and  triumphant  success  which  crowned  the  efforts  of  those  who 
were  sent  to  the  front,  and  who  faced  the  dangers  and  endured 
the  privations  of  active  service. 

Indiana  made  a  noble  record  in  the  war.  and  I  am  proud  of 
the  humble  part  I  bore  in  making  that  record.  No  one,  there- 
fore, can  feel  a  warmer  interest  in  the  perpetuation  of  the  glorious 
achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  or  more  deeply 
sympathise  with  the  honorable  objects  of  your  Society,  than  my- 
self; and,  whether  present  or  absent,  I  most  cordially  wish  the 
proposed  reunion  may  be  in  the  highest  degree  successful.  So 
long  as  the  veterans  of  the  armies  of  the  Union  remain  steadfast 
and  true  in  their  friendships  for  each  other,  and  in  their  devotion 
to  the  und}7ing  principles  for  which  they  fought,  treason  can  never 
do  its  work,  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union  of  our  fathers  will 
be,  not  an  open  question,  but  an  assured  fact. 

With  high  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  II.  TERRELL. 
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FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  II.  W.  IIALLECK. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  13,  1869. 
SIR: 

By  direction  of  General  Halleck  I  write  to 
inform  you  of  his  regret  at  finding  himself  unable  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  next  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday.  He  had  fully  intended  being  present,  but 
an  attack  of  illnesss  has  not  only  compelled  him  to  defer  the 
expected  pleasure,  but  has  prevented  his  reply  by  writing,  to 
your  invitation  of  the  9th  ult. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  METCALFE, 

Lt.  and  A.  D.  C. 
Nathan  Kimball,  Esq. 

Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

FROM  GENERAL  RICHARD  J.  OGLES  BY. 

Decatur,  Illinois,  November  15,  1869. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 
DEAR  GENERAL: 

Your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  third  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  has 
been  received.  I  find  it  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  meet  you 
on  the  occasion,  nor  for  me  to  attend.  Our  State  Convention  to 
amend  the  Constitution  will  then  be  in  full  blast,  and  I  have  made 
several  arrangements  to  be  in  Springfield  during  December,  to 
look  a  little  after  this  important  work. 

I  am  pleased  to  hear  from  you  again,  and  thank  you  for  re- 
membering me. 

Very  respectfully,  yours  truly, 

R.  J.  OGLESBY. 
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FROM  BREVET  MAJOR  GENERAL  E.  OPDYKE. 

New   York,  December  14,  18G9. 
MY  DEAR  GENERAL  : 

Please  express  ray  deep  regrets.  I  can  not 
meet  with  the  army  heroes  at  Indianapolis.  I  desired  to  say  to 
them  that  I  had  the  honor  of  succeeding  Kimball — him  cf  the 
iron  will — in  commanding  the  old  dauntless  First  Brigade,  that 
body  of  men  whose  immortal  courage  at  Franklin  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  OPDYKE. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Indianapolis. 


FROM  COLONEL  J.  II.  WARD. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  November  9,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kimball,  and  others, 

Executive  Committee,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Your  circular  letter  of  3d  inst.  just  received. 
1  am  glad  you  expect  a  good  time  at  our  next  reunion. 

Indiana  was  distinguished  for  the  attention  she  paid  to  the 
wants  of  her  own  soldiers  during  the  war.  I  shall  ever  honor  her 
for  it ;  and  there  is  no  state  in  the  Union  where  soldiers  should 
feel  more  at  home  and  more  sure  of  true  friends. 

I  will  certainly  be  present  on  the  15th  and  lGth  of  December, 
if  it  is  not  impossible  to  get  there. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  II.  WARD. 


i ; 


! 

ll 
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FEOM  MES.  COLONEL  C.  H.  MOETON. 

Quincy,  Illinois,  November  15,  1869. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Indianapolis. 
DEAR  GENERAL: 

My  husband  has  detailed  me  to  report  for  him 
that  the  duties  of  his  office  will  preclude  the  possibility  of  his 
meeting  with  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  on  the 
15th  and  16th  of  December. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  how  much  he  regrets  his  inability  to 
meet  so  many  of  his  old  comrades.  Were  his  duties  of  any  less 
imperative  nature  than  they  are  I  should  insist  upon  his  going, 
and  taking  me,  for  though  my  claims  are  not  officially  acknowledged 
I  pin  my  shawl  with  the  badge  of  the  First  Division,  Fourth 
Army  Corps,  and  consider  myself  a  devoted  member  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland. 

May  you  have  a  grand,  good,  successful  reunion  ! 

Very  truly, 

C.  H.  MOETON. 


FEOM  BEEVET  MAJOE  GENEEAL  J.  M.  BEANNAN. 

Fort  Trumbull,  New  London,  Conn.,  December  4,  1869. 

To  General  N.  Kimball,  etc. 

Executive  Committee,  Society  of  the  Cumberland,  Indianapolis. 

COMRADES : 

Your  circular  of  the  3d  ultimo  was  duly  re- 
ceived. I  have  delayed  answering  it  till  now,  hoping  that  1 
should  be  able  to  "answer  at  roll  call"  in  Indianapolis,  at  the 
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third  meeting  of  the  Society ;  more  particularly  as  I  was  unable 
to  attend  last  year  at  Chicago.  I  regret  that  my  official  duties 
will  prevent  me  from  being  present  on  the  15th  and  16th  inst. 

Accept  my  good  wishes  for  the  Society,  and  yourselves  indi- 
vidually, 

Respectfully, 

J.  M.  BRANNAN, 
Brevet  Major  General,   V.  S,  A. 


FROM  COLONEL  L.  M.  DAYTON. 

Washington,  £>.  C,  December  5, 1869. 
General  JV.  Kimball, 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

DEAK  GENEKAL : 

Some  days  since  I  was  in  receipt  of  your  very 
cordial  invitation  to  meet  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  at  their  next  reunion. 

Be  assured  I  would  be  glad  to  meet  you  on  the  occasion  named 
but  am  compelled  to  forego  the  pleasure,  because  I  can  not  leave 
my  duties  here. 

You  have  my  wishes  for  a  gratifying  reunion  this  year,  and 
for  many  in  the  future. 

I  have  informed  the  members  of  General  Sherman's  staff  of 
your  invitation  to  them. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kindness, 

I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Colonel  and  A.  D.  C. 
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PEOM  BKEVET  MAJOE  GENERAL  JAMES  B.  FEY. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  2, 1869. 
DEAR  SIR : 


Please  present  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  of  which  you  are 
chairman,  for  the  invitation  extended  to  me  to  attend  the  annual 
reunion  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis  on  the  15th  and  lGth  insts. 

I  very  much  regret  that  duty  in  New  Orleans,  for  which  place 
I  start  on. the  5th  inst.,  will  probably  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure 
of  being  present  at  the  approaching  reunion. 

I   have   extended   your   invitation  to  the  other  members  of 
General  Halleck's  staff,  as  requested. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
Brevet  Major  General,  U.  S.  A. 


FEOM  BEE  YET  BEIGADIEE  GENEEAL  W.  J.  LAKDEUM. 

Lancaster,  Ky.,  December  13,  1869: 
Major  General  W.  D.  Whipple, 
Corresponding  Secretary,  etc. 
DEAR  GENERAL : 

I  sincerely  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  attend 
the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
on  the  15th  inst. 

God  bless  you  one  and  all,  with  the  earnest  wish  that  you  may 
have  a  pleasant  meeting. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  J.  LANDEUM.  // 

8 
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FEOM  GENEEAL  S.  W.  PIEECE. 

Lexington,' Ky.,  December  4, 1869. 
DEAR  SIR: 

Your  favor  of  the  3d  ultimo,  came  to  hand  in 
due  time,  and  in  reply  will  say  that  I  hope  to  be  with  you  on  the 
15th  inst.,  u  to  answer  to  roll  call." 

The  large  portrait  of  General  George  H.  Thomas,  which  I 
painted  last  spring  in  "Washington,  is  at  your  service.  It  is 
regarded  by  the  original  and  by  all  who  have  seen  it,  as  perfect  in 
likeness.  It  is  in  a  very  handsome  gilt  frame.  If  you  desire  the 
use  of  it,  and  will  let  me  know  in  time,  I  will  express  it  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 


S.  W.  PIEECE. 


General  K  Kimball, 
"        Fred  Kneffler, 


D.  Streight, 

Executive  Committee. 


FEOM  BEEYET  COLONEL  ALFEEL  L.  HOUGH. 

^  San  Francisco,  California,  November  18,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 
Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  notice  to  be  present  at  the  forthcoming  gathering  of  our 
Society.  You  are  so  zealous  in  the  cause,  and  forcible  in  your 
invitation,  that  reading  it  makes  me  feel  I  am  almost  ordered  to 
attend,  which  order  I  would  willingly  obey,  if  in   my  power ;  }  iit 
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the  distance  from  you  is  so  great,  and  my  duties  with  Major  Gen- 
eral Thomas  of  such  a  nature,  that  I  fear  only  an  order  from 
him  could  reach  the  case.  Please  see  that  my  name  is  continued 
on  the  roll  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  as  soon  as  I  know  the  amount 
of  my  dues,  will  forward  them.  May  you  have  the  "  glorious 
season  of  enjoyment  "  hoped  for. 

Your  friend  and  comrade, 

ALFEED  L.  HOUGH, 
Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 


FEOM    BEEYET    BEIGADIEE    GENERAL    NEWELL 
GLEASON. 

Hastings,  Michigan,  November  12,  1869. 
Generals  Nathan  Kimball, 
Fred  Kneffler, 
A.  D.  Str  eight, 

Committee  Society  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
GENTLEMEN : 

Your  circular  giving  notice  to  comrades  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be  held 
at  Indianapolis,  on  the  15th  and  lGth  of  December,  is  received. 

It  is  my  intention  to  be  present  at  the  meeting,  health  per- 
mitting.    You  will  please  enroll  my  name  on  the  "  Banquet  Regis- 
ter."    I  desire  to  "rally  around  the  flag  "  with  the  "  boys." 
Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  GLEASON. 
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FROM  BREVET  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JAMES  A.  EKIN. 

Washington,  D.  C.}  December  8,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 
Indianapolis. 
DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  youv  kind  letter  of  the  23d 
ult.,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Society 
of  the  Cumberland,  to  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  15th  and  16th 
insts. 

,  I  regret  that  the  pressure  of  official  business  will  deny  me  the 
pleasure  of  being  present  on  an  occasion  so  interesting,  the  more 
especially  as  the  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  in  which 
city  I  have  many  esteemed  friends,  whom  I  would  be  glad  to  see. 
With  many  thanks  for  your  courtesy,  and  hoping  that  the 
meeting  may  be  one  of  unalloyed  pleasure  to  all  who  participate 
in  it,  I  remain, 

Yery  respectfully, 

And  truly  yours, 

JAMES  A.  EKIN. 


FROM  BREVET  MAJOR  GENERAL  W.  MERRITT. 

St.  Louis,  December  14,  1869. 
Major  General  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 
GENERAL: 

Until  to-day  I  have  hoped  to  be  able  to  accept 
your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the 
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Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  but  business  arrangements, 
I  regret  to  say,  will  prevent  my  attendance. 

With  many  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation,  and  abundant 
wishes  for  the  success  of  your  reunion. 
I  am,  General, 

Yery  truly  your  friend, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major  General,  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  MAJOR   GENERAL  JOHN   NEWTON. 

Corner  Greene  and  Houston  streets, 

New  York,  December  3,  1869. 
DEAR  GENERAL: 

The  invitation,  so  kindly  sent  me,  with  your 
message  urging  my  presence  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  was  duly  received,  and  I  should  have  been  de- 
lighted to  accept  it,  in  order  to  meet  my  old  friends  and  comrades, 
but,  unfortunately,  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Sixth  Army 
Corps,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  15th  of  December,  the  day 
proposed  for  that  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  At  this  J  must 
be  present,  as  one  of  the  Executive  Committee.  Should  I  absent 
myself,  there  would  be  left  but  one  member  (the  third  having 
gone  to  Europe),  to  arrange  matters. 

I  can  only  regret  that  the  day  had  been  arranged  and  the 
time  and  place  designated,  in  the  public  prints,  in  ignorance  Of 
the  intended  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  it  is  now 
too  late  to  recall  the  notice. 

While  the  matter  is  in  my  mind,  and  to  fulfill  the  intention  I 
have  always  had,  I  desire  to  take  the  proper  steps  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  I  had  been 
waiting  for  some  time  to  get  hold  of  the  address  of  some  member 
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of  the  Executive  Committee  to  arrange  this  matter,  when  your 
note  came  opportunely  to  hand. 

I  hope  that  everything  has  gone  prosperously  with  you  since 
the  war  and  that  I  may  soon  meet  you  and  other  comrades. 
Yours,  very  truly  and  sincerely, 

JOHN  NEWTON". 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 


FROM  COLONEL  JOSEPH  C.   AUDENEEID. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  JD.  C,  November  9,  1869. 

General  N.  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc.  , 
GENERAL: 

I  am  directed  by  General  Sherman  to  inform 
you  that  ho  is  in  receipt  of  your  kind  invitation  to  bo  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  to 
express  through  you,  the  regret  he  feels  in  not  being  at  liberty 
to  respond  to  a  call  from  those  who  so  often  rallied  at  his  sum- 
mons. He  has  engaged  to  be  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on 
the  17th  and  18th  of  this  month,  and  for  the  days  of  your  meeting 
he  is  already  pledged  to  an  engagement  in  New  York  city.  While 
he  can  not  be  with  you,  his  best  wishes  will  attend  you  on  that 
occasion,  as  will  they  for  the  prosperity  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  C.  AUDENKEID, 

Colonel  and  A.  D.  C. 
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FROM   CAPTAIN  JOHN   EL   FISHER. 

BrooJdine,  Mass.,  December  11,  1869. 
GENTLEMEN : 

I  regret  that  I  can  not  have  the  pleasure  of 
accepting  your  invitation  to  participate  in  the  reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  at  Indianapolis. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  FISHER, 

Formerly  Captain  A.  D.  C. 
To  General  Kimball  and  others, 
Committee,  etc., 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 


FROM   COLONEL   HORACE  N.   FISHER. 

Brookline,  Mass.,  December  11,  1869. 
GENTLEMEN: 

I  have  delayed  answering  your  invitation  to 
participate  in  the  festivities  of  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Indianapolis,  in  the  hope  that  I  could 
be  with  you,  at  that  time  ;  but  as  the  time  approaches,  I  find  that 
I  can  not  be  present  in  person,  and  can  only  send  my  old  comrades 
a  hearty  greeting  and  my  best  wishes  for  their  present  and  future 
success  of  the  Society  and  its  members. 

Yours  truly, 

HORACE  N.  FISHER, 
Formerly  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  A.  G-. 
To  General  Kimball  and  others, 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  etc., 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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FROM   GENERAL   M.   R.  MORGAN. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  27,  1869. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 
DEAR  SIR: 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  cordial  invi- 
tation to  attend  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  to  express  the  regret  that  I  feel  at 
being  unable  to  accept  the  same. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  E.  MORGAN. 


FROM  LIEUTENANT  E.  D.  SPOONER. 

Cinncimiati,  Ohio,  December  13,  18G9. 
Brevet  Major  General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 
DEAR  SIR: 

I  regret  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be 
with  you  at  our  reunion  in  Indianapolis  on  the  15th  and  16th  of 
this  month. 

Be  pleased  to  present  to  this  Society  my  sincere  wishes  and 
hearty  co-operation  in  the  great  cause  we  are  struggling  to  main- 
tain. 

I  am,  veiy  truly, 

E.  D.  SPOONER, 

Late  First  Lieutenant  5th  U.  S.  Artillery. 
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FEOM   CAPTAIN   OHAELES  B.   PHILLIPS. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  December  14,  18G0. 

General  JV*.  Kimball,  \ 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 
GENEKAL : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  12th  ult.,  in  which  you  invite  me 
to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

My  absence  on  duty  from  these  headquarters,  since  October 
last,  has  prevented  my  making  an  earlier  recognition  of  your 
courtesy. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  and  my  regrets  that  my?  official 
duties  have  prevented  the  acceptance  of  your  kind  invitation. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CIIAELES  B.  PHILLIPS. 
Captain  of  Engineers  U.  S.  A.,  Chief  Engineer  Department  of  Mis- 
souri. 


FEOM   CAPTAIN  LU.   II.   DETJEY. 

Chicago,  Til,  November  8,  1869. 
MY  DEAK  COMKADES: 

Your  detail  for  duty  at  Indianapolis  on  the 
15th  and  lGth  of  December  was  received,  and  I  shall  certainly  be 
on  hand  if  I  can  obtain  temporary  relief  from  a  disease  which  has 
been  troubling  me  severely  for  about  six  months  last  past.  The 
disease  is  known  among  the  afflicted  as  "Atrophy  of  the  Pocket." 
I  am  negotiating,  however,  for  a  small  supply  of  Dr.  Spinner's 


122  Army  of  the  Cumberland.'* 

celebrated  green  strengthening  plaster,  which,  if  I  receive  it  in 

time,  will  enable  me  to  "  rally  round  the  flag  "  again  with  my  old 

comrades. 

Yours,  fraternally, 

LU.  II.  DEUEY. 
Nathan  Kimball, 

Fred  Kneffler, 

A.  D.  Streight, 

Executive  Committee, 

Indianapolis,  2nd. 


FEOM  MES.  CAPTAIN  WM.  HANAN. 

Dayton,  November  12,  1869. 
To  Committee  of  Society  of  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
GENTLEMEN: 

This  short  note  will  call  your  attention  to  the 
sad  news  of  the  death  of  your  comrade,  Captain  Wm.  IIanan, 
who  departed  this  life  the  6th  of  the  present  month,  leaving  a 
heart-broken  family.   * 

My  best  wishes  to  all  his  friends. 

MES.  CAPTAIN  WM.  HANAN. 


FEOM  MES.  GENEEAL  EDWAED   KITCIIELL. 

Olney,  111,  November  19,  1869. 
General  N.   Kimball, 

SIK: 

Having  received  the  circular  from  the  "  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland"  also  your  let- 
ter addressed   to  my  dear  husband,  I  deem  it  my  sad   duty  to 
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reply,  mournfully  informing  you  that  one  of  your  comrades,  whoso 
soul  was  full  of  love  of  country,  and  all  noble  purposes,  is  enrolled 
in  the  register  of  eternal  life.  He  has  gone  from  us,  leaving  our 
home  dark  and  desolate. 

In  deepest  grief, 

EMMA  KITCHELL. 


FROM  GENERAL  J.  R.  POTTER. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  December  14,  18G9. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  have  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

'    I  regret  exceedingly  that  my  privato  affairs  will  prevent  me 
from  leaving  home  at  this  time.     Wishing  you  a  pleasant  reunion 
with  old  friends  of  the  army,  and  a  good  time  generally, 
I  remain,  yours  truly, 

J.  II.  POTTER, 

U.  S.  Army. 
Major  General  Nathan  Kimball, 
Chairman  Ex.  Committee, 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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FROM  MA  JOE  D  WIGHT  BANNISTER. 

Sioux  City,  Iowa,  December  11,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Arrangements, 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Indianapolis. 

GENERAL : 

I  have  waited  until  the  last  mail  before  respond- 
ing to  your  notification,  hoping  to  be  able  to  write  you  that  I  would 
be  with  you  at  our  anniversary  meeting.  But  you  know  there 
are  many  "  circumstances  "  in  the  army  "  over  which  "  a  junior 
officer  "has  no  control,"  and  I  have  met  one  of  those  circum- 
stances," which  obliges  me,  deeply  reluctant  as  I  am,  to  forego 
the  great  pleasure  I  have  for  a  year  looked  forward  to,  of  meeting 
with  the  surviving  comrades  of  the  glorious  old  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, at  the  approaching  festival  at  Indianapolis. 

Please  see  that  my  name  is  "  carried  forward  "  with  the  roll  of 
membership  for  this  year. 

With  great  respect, 

Sincerely  and  fraternally  yours, 

D  WIGHT  BANNISTER, 
Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 
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FROM  COLONEL  THOMAS  C.  FLETCHER. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  27,  1869. 

General  J.  S.  Fullerton, 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

Your  kind  note  of  22d  inst.,  extending  me  a 
special  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  on  the  15th  and  16th  proximo,  is  at  hand. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  General  Kimball  and  yourself  for  the 
invitation,  and  will  esteem  it  an  honor  as  well  as  a  very  great 
pleasure  to  be  with  you  at  Indianapolis.  I  am,  however,  required 
to  go  East  some  time  next  week,  and  it  is  probable  that  I  may  not 
be  able  to  return  so  soon  as  the  15th.  I  shall  greatly  regret  if  it 
should  be  so,  and  will  do  my  utmost  to  reach  Indianapolis  on  my 
return  as  early  as  the  15th  or  16th  of  December; 
Truly,  yours, 

THOS.  C.  FLETCHER. 


FROM  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  S.  B.  LAWRENCE. 

New  York,  December  6,  1869. 
GENTLEMEN  • 

I  regret  that  on  account  of  business  engage- 
ments I  must  deny  myself  the  great  pleasure   I  anticipated   in 
meeting  my  comrades  of  the  dear  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
I  unite  with  you  in  honor  to  its  memories  and  veneration  for 
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its  illustrious  commanders,  and  with  kindest  regards  for  all,  and 
hearty  wishes  that  you  may  have  a  joyful  meeting  and  rally 
around  the  flag  with  the  ardor  of  other  days. 

I  remain,  faithfully  yours, 

SAM'L  B.  LAWRENCE. 
To  Generals  Kimball,  Kneffler  and  Streight, 
Executive  Committee. 


.  j 


FROM  CAPTAIN  E.  A.  OTIS. 

Chicago,  November  15,  1869. 
GENTLEMEN- 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  3d  inst.,  invit- 
ing me  to  attend  the  third  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Jndianapolis,  on  the  15th  and  16th 
proximo. 

1  regret  that  my  professional  engagements  are  such  as  to  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  my  attendance  on  that  occasion. 

Ilaving  been  one  of  the  original  founders  of  your  Society, 
and  an  attendant  at  each  of  its  former  meetings  :  recognizing,  as  I 
do,  its  paramount  objects,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  our  Army  of  the  Cumberland  in  the  field,  and  to  preserve 
unbroken  the  ties  of  friendship  and  social  intercourse,  nothing  but 
necessity  could  prevent  my  attendance. 

Allow  me  to  express  the  hope  that  your  meeting  may  be  what 
it  ever  has  been — a  success,  and  that  the  memories  of  a  common 
service,  in  a  common  cause,  may  grow  brighter  and  more  vivid 
with  each  meeting  of  our  organization. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  * 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  OTIS. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman,  etc. 
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FROM  GENERAL  M.  F.  FOKCE. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  6,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 
Chairman  Executive  Committee. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

If  the  session  of  court  did  not  prevent,  I 
should  be  glad  indeed  to  accept  your  invitation  to  the  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  I  was  fortunate  to  be, 
for  a  time  under  the  command  of  General  Thomas,  and  to  see 
enough  of  him  to  understand  why  his  army  so  loves  him. 

The  two  armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  Tennessee  stood 
side  by  side  so  long  that  the  societies  which  have  grown  out  of 
them  can  not  but  feel  a  fraternal  interest.  As  time  thins  their 
ranks,  and  the  members  grow  fewer  and  older,  the  mutual  interest 
must  continue  to  grow. 

May  you  live  to  enjoy  many  of  these  reunions,  and  see  your 
old  army  commanders,  for  many  years  to  come,  lend  to  them  the 
glow  of  their  presence. 

Yery  respectfully  and  truly, 

M.  F.  FORCE. 


FROM  COLONEL  WILLIAM  McMICHAEL. 

Philadelphia,  December  13,  1869. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman,  etc. 

DEAR  COMRADES: 

I  have  delayed  answering  your  notification  of 
November  3d,  hoping  to  be  present  at  the   reunion  of  our  army 
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on  the  15th  and  16th  insts.,  but  find  it  impossible.  I  have  recently 
returned  here  after  an  absence  of  nearly  six  months,  and  find  my 
professional  engagements  such  that  I  can  not  leave. 

Be  assured  of  the  warm  interest  which  I  feel  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  our  Society,  and  my  great  regret  at  not  being  able  to 
attend  this  gathering  of  its  members. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

WILLIAM  McMICIIAEL. 


FROM  BREVET  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  G.  PARKIIURST. 

Coldwater,  Mich.,  December  13,  18G9. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 
Chairman  Executive  Committee. 
GENEKAL : 

I  have  delayed  replying  to  the  spirited  notice 
of  your  committee  until  now,  hoping  that  I  might  assure  you  that 
I  would  rally  with  you  around  the  old  flag  at  Indianapolis,  but 
the  continued  sickness  of  my  family  is  my  excuse,  and  the  only 
one  excuse  I  would  give  for  not  meeting  with  my  old  comrades  in 
another  glorious  reunion. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  "  Old  Rosy"  will  be  with  you,  as  he  is 
the  only  representative  of  our  army  who  could  fill  the  void  occa- 
sioned by  the  absence  of  our  dear  "  Old  Pap." 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  PARKHURST. 
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FROM  BREVET  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  W.  II.  SIDELL. 

i^o?t  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  November  25,  18G9. 

Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee. 
COMRADES: 

I  received  your  notification  yesterday  in  regard 
to  the  coming  meeting  of  our  noble  Society,  and  coincide  with  you 
in  all  the  sentiments  of  your  stirring  appeal,  being  ready  to  res-  , 

pond  to  whatever  call  you  make,  but  I  can  not  be  one  at  the  meet- 
ing, my  duties  hero  interfering,  though  I  have  confidence  that 
your  committee  will  make  it  a  glorious  season  of  enjoyment  to  all, 
and  it  is  a  matter  for  deep  regret  to  me  that  so  many  of  ray  com- 
rades in  the  grand  Army  of  the  Cumberland  shall  bo  drawn  together 
and  again  depart,  without  my  being  able  to  clasp  hands  with 
many  an  old  friend  in  service,  and  to  exchange  greetings  with  all. 
Wishing  you  a  happy  time  in  the  reunion,  and  hoping  that 
such  as  gather  together  may  not  be  unmindful  of  such  as  are 
unfortunate  in  being  absent, 

I  remain  heartily  yours  in  the  cause, 

W.  II.  SIDELL, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General,  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  BREVET  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  W.  M.  KILGOUR. 

Sterling,  Illinois,  December  15,  1869. 


General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Indianapolis. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

A  special  terra  of  our  court  will  prevent  mo 
from  participating  in  the  festivities  on  the  occasion  of  the   reunion 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Indianapolis,  commencing  on 
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the  15th  inst.,  without  neglecting  the  interests  and  jeopardizing 
the  rights  of  others. 

I  assure  you  it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  again 
face  to  face,  and  warmly  grasp  the  friendly  hands  of  the  surviving 
heroes  of  the  two  days'  fight  at  Nashville,  and  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

With  me,  as  time  rolls  on,  it  seems  to  strengthen,  rather  than 
diminish,  the  strong  hond  of  love,  friendship  and  fraternal  feeling 
in  which  I  have  ever  held  my  comrades  in  arms. 

My  fellow  soldiers  will  pardon  me  for  mentioning  what  I 
saw,  and  part  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be,  on  those  eventful 
days.  Never  shall  I  forget  the  movement  of  our  army,  "  Forward 
in  echelon,"  on  the  rebel  lines,  in  the  gray  mist  of  the  early  morn- 
ing. It  was  a  lowering,  misty,  showery  day,  loosening  the  ice 
which  had  covered  the  whole  country,  and  made  it  impossible  to 
attack  the  enemy,  until,  it  was  reported,  we  were  suspected  of 
sluggishness.  But  old  "  Ciiickamauga"  knew  his  "  buis,"  and 
when  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  received  orders  from  him,  they 
kruew  the  times  were  propitious,  and  that  the  man  who  never  made 
a  mistake  would  lead  them  to  certain  victory. 

All  hail!  General  Thomas.  lie  will  yet  (his  life  being 
spared),  be  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  the  preservation  of  which  he  has 
so  much  already  contributed. 

On  December  15,  we  drove  the  rebels  from  their  works  on 
their  left,  dealing  them  a  right-handed  blow,  beating  them  back  as 
far  as  to  the  Granny  White  pike.  Here  just  at  dark,  General 
Grose's  brigade  captured  a  fort  situate  on  and  part  of  their  line  of 
works  with  large  quantities  of  ammunition.  This  had  been  set  on 
fire  by  the  retreating  rebels,  and  the  terrific  explosions  of  bursting 
shells,  made  music  and  fireworks  for  the  tired  soldiers  of  your 
division,  as  wo  lay  on  our  arms,  waiting  to  renew  the  conflict  by 
the  early  dawn. 

"'Tis  morn,  but  no  lurid  sun 
To  pierce  the  war  clouds  rolling  dun." 
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Another  cold  and  cloudy  day.  Grose's  brigade  is  ordered 
forward.  .The  75th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  front,  are 
ordered  to  assault  the  works.  Forward  on  the  double  quick 
across  an  open  field,  under  a  withering  fire  of  shell  and  musketry, 
but  none  halt,  save  the  killed  and  wounded.  The  works  were 
carried  and  held.  The  "johnnies"  threw  down  their  guns,  but 
held  on  to  their  small  bags  of  meal  (their  rations),  and  begged  to 
be  taken  to  the  rear. 

Never  shall  1  forget  the  sight,  as  the  old  First  Division, 
Fourth  Corps,  General  Kimball,  commanding,  composed  of 
Grose's,  Wiiittaker's  and  Kirby's  brigades,  swept  forward  in  line 
of  battle  under  the  ringing  cry  of  the  division  commander. 
"Forward  in  lino  of  battle,"  repeated  by  every  brigade  and  regi- 
mental commander,  and  every  staff  officer,  caught  up  by  the  line 
officers,  and  executed  by  the  men  with  a  will.  It  was,  as  General 
Whittaker  so  enthusiastically  expressed  it,  "a  glorious  day." 

I  can  not  without  exceeding  the  proper  bounds  of  this  paper, 
make  mention  of  Perryville,  Stone  river,  Chickamauga,  Chatta- 
nooga, Lookout  mountain,  Mission  ridge,  Einggold,  and  the  inces- 
sant roar  of  artillery  and  musketry  from  the  4th  of  May,  at  Tun- 
nel hill,  to  2d  day  of  September,  at  Lovejoy  station,  twenty-five 
miles  below  Atlanta,  on  the  Atlanta  campaign,  near  Franklin. 

The  rebel  record  of  killed  and  wounded  at  Franklin, 

A  tale  unfolds, 
To  freeze  the  blood  of  young  or  old. 

All  these,  and  more  are  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland.  As  these  times  are  again  called  to  memory,  is  it 
a  wonder  that  we  love  to  take  our  surviving  comrades  by  the 
hand,  to  review  the  past,  and  to  make  honorable  mention  of  those 
who  fought,  who  fell,  and  to  renew  those  kindly  feelings  which 
bind  the  patriot  soldier  to  his  comrade  in  battle,  and  all  to  save 
our  common  country. 
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Please  assuro  such  soldiers  present  as  may  happen  to  remem- 
ber me,  of  my  highest  regard  and  best  wishes  for  their  welfare. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  KILGOUR. 


FROM  COLONEL  WILLIAM  McMICHAEL. 

Philadelphia,  December  13,  1869. 

Major  General  W.  D.  Wliipple, 
DEAR  GENERAL : 

I  have  written  to  the  Executive  Committee  of 
our  Society,  explaining  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  attend 
the  gathering  of  the  15th  and  10th.  I  have  recently  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Europe,  of  nearly  six  months'  duration,  and  as  you 
may  suppose,  have  to  be  at  work  constantly  to  bring  up  my  business 
affairs.  I  had  counted  on  coming  to  Indianapolis  at  the  time  of  our 
last  reunion,  and  had  it  not  been  for  this  trip,  could  probably  have 
arranged  it.  I  recall  our  last  gathering  with  so  much  pride  and 
pleasure,  that  I  am  most  reluctant  to  bo  away  from  this  one. 

Please  present  my  regards  to  Major  General  Thomas,  and 
the  officers  of  the  staff,  and  believe  me, 
Yery  sincerely  yours, 

WILLIAM  McMICHAEL. 
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FROM  BREVET  MAJOR  GENERAL  L.  C.  EATON. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  16,  18G9. 
Nathan  Kimball,  Esq., 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 

MY  DEAR  SIR: 

Your  very  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  third 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Cumberland,  did  not  reach  me 
until  to-day. 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  am  so  situated  that  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  attend. 

With  'a  sincere  wish  for  the  success  of  the  Society  in  all  its 
undertakings,  a  pleasing  recollection  of  my  service  with  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  many  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation, 
I  am,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

Yours, 

L.  C.  EATON, 
Brevet  Major  General,  U.  S.  A. 


FROM    BREYET   BRIGADIER   GENERAL    CHARLES    F. 
MANDERSON. 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  December  11,  18G9. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 
MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

Your  letter  of  November  lGth,  directed  to  me 
at  Canton,  Ohio,  has  been  forwarded  to  me  at  Omaha,  where  I 
have  resided  since  the  1st  of  October. 

A  more  formal  communication  from  the  Executive  Committee 
inviting  me  to  reply  to  the  toast,  "  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland," 
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has  also  been  received.  How  delighted  I  would  be  to  accept  the 
proffered  honor,  I  need  not  tell  you.  My  professional  engage- 
ments, however,  will  prevent  my  being  with  you  at  the  reunion. 
The  recollections  of  the  happy  hours  at  Cincinnati  and  Chicago 
arise  in  my  mind,  and  cause  me  to  long  again  to  meet  my  com- 
rades of  the  Cumberland.  But  stern  duty  says  I  must  not,  and  of 
course  I  must  obey. 

I  must  forego  the  pleasure  of  replying  to  that  glorious  senti- 
ment, "  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland!" 

Encouraged,  inspirited  by  the  presence  of  its  great  leaders, 
looking  into  the  faces  of  Thomas,  the  rock  of  our  salvation  at 
Chickamauga,  and  of  Eosecrans,  our  first  love,  "  Old  Eosy,"  who 
could  not  reply  eloquently  to  the  toast  ? 

Unable  to  be  with  you,  I  extend  to  all  my  heartfelt  greeting 
in  the  spirit  of  "  comradeship,"  and  of  the  recollections  that  grow 
from  dangers  shared. 

Very  truly  yours, 

CHAELES  F.  MANDEESON. 


FEOM  MAJOE  GENEEAL  A.  P.  IIOVEY. 

New  York,  December  12,  18G9. 

Major  General  Nathan  Kimball, 
Chairman,  etc. 

MY  DEAE  GENEKAL: 

I  have  just  received  your  kind  invitation  to 
be  present  at  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  to  bo  held  in  Indianapolis  on  the  ICtli  and  17th 
instant. 

I  should  be  more  than  gratified  if  I  could  accept  your  kind 
invitation,  but  duty  compels  mo  to  obey  other  orders,  and  I  shall  bo 
en  route  for  Peru  when  your  reunion  assembles. 

It  has  never  been  my  good  fortune  to  join  our  comrades  of 
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the  glorious  army  of  the  Union,  but  you  may  be  assured  that  my 
heart  still  is,  and  ever  will  be,  with  them. 

There  were  two  classes  in  the  great  struggle  through  which 
our  country  lately  passed.  One  that  dearly  loved  it,  and  the  other 
willing  to  destroy  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  which  class  our 
noble  soldiers  belonged  ;  and  now,  without  one  partizan  word,  per- 
mit me,  through  you,  to  urge  every  man  who  upheld  the  cause  for 
our  country's  salvation,  whether  at  home  or  in  the  army,  whether 
Republican  or  Democrat,  to  establish  a  simple  rule  of  action  which 
will  bring  peace,  safety  and  prosperity  in  the  future.  That  is,  to 
place  no  political  power  in  the  hands  of  any  man  who  favored  the  dis- 
solution of  our  government,  or  aided  those  who  did. 

The  South,  in  my  opinion,  should  adopt  this  rule  as  a  mattor 
of  policy,  and  surely  the  corrupt,  dislo}ral  and  cowardly  men  of 
the  North  who  refused  to  support  us  should  never  bo  placed  in 
power.  Only  a  little  modesty  would  admonish  them  that  they  and 
theirs  should  stand  back  for  a  few  generations. 

Greet  our  comrades  for  me,  and  tell  them  that  they  are  the 
sentinels  now  placed  on  watch,  and  that  all  that  is  required  is  that 
they  should  be  as  faithful  in  the  future  as  they  have  been  in  the 
past.  Truly  yours, 

ALYIN  P.  HOVEY. 


FEOM  COLONEL  N.  Ii.  DAVIS. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  December  16,  1869. 
General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc., 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
GENERAL: 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  kind  note  of 
the  12th  ult.,  extending  an  invitation  to  attend  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  this  month. 
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I  express  my  thanks  for  your  kind  courtesy,  and  regrets  that 
I  could  not  be  present.  I  returned  a  few  days  since  from  two 
months'  absence  on  duty,  and  in  a  press  of  official  duties  your  let- 
ter was  mislaid  with  other  letters  and  papers,  which  accounts  for 
this  delay  in  answering  it. 

I  am,  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  II.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Q.  M.  General,  U.  S.  A. 


FBOM  BREVET  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  C.  SMITH. 

Chicago,  Illinois,  December  15,  18G9. 
DEAR  GENERAL: 

Business  before  the  U.  S.  Commissioners  has 
prevented  my  getting  to  your  city,  and  there  meeting  you  and  so 
many  of  my  old  comrades. 

Please  say  to  Colonel  Trussler  that  I  anticipated  much 
pleasure  in  meeting  him,  but  must  forego  this  until  our  next  meet- 
ing, when  1  shall  certainly  be  present. 

In  haste,  truly  yours, 

J.  C.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Brigadier  General 
Major  General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Indianapolis,  2nd. 
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FROM  MAJOR  JAMES  FRANCIS. 

Lowell,  Massachusetts,  December  11,  18G9. 

Colonel  Henry  Stone, 

Headquarters  Executive  Committee,  etc. 

MY  DEAE  STONE: 

I  feel  very  much  flattered  in  receiving  an  invi- 
tation to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  the  famous  old  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  That  the  invitation  should  come  from  you  is  char- 
acteristic of  what  the  2nd  has  always  had.  In  fact,  we  always 
regarded  you  and  Hoffman  as  our  advocates  and  true  friends  at 
headquarters. 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  can  not  be  with  you  on  the  15th 
and  lGth  instants.  I  am  hardly  advanced  enough  in  my  business 
here  to  leave  it,  even  for  a  few,  days. 

I  hope,  sometime  not  far  off,  to  be  able  to  join  in  with  you  at 
every  gathering. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

JAMES  FRANCIS. 


FEOM  HON.  JOHN  EUIIM. 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  December  15,  1869. 
Presiding  Officer, 

Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Indianapolis. 

MR.  PRESIDENT: 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  received  this  day 
from  our  illustrious  comrade  Commander,  dated  San  Francisco, 
December  7,  will,  I  believe,  prove  of  great  interest  to  his  hundreds 
of  true  friends  assembled  just  now  at  Indianapolis  : 
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"  San  Francisco,  California,  December  7,  1869. 

Mr.  John  llulnn, 

Nashville. 

DEAR  SIR: 

ifc.  ^<  ^C  >]»  >j<  ?[<  JfC  >j< 

"Your  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
reminds  me  that  I  have  written  to  Thruston,  requesting  him  to 
say  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  that  I  will  return  the  cost  of 
he  painting  to  the  State  treasury  if  they  will  inform  me  of  the 
amount.  I  will  also  return  to  the  Legislature  the  medal  voted  for 
and  ordered  to  be  struck  by  a  former  Legislature,  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  Union  victory  over  the  rebel  forces  in  front  of  Nash- 
ville, December  15th  and  16th,  18G4,  as  soon  as  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  it  from  Ball  &  Black,  in  New  York,  where  I  had  it 
deposited  for  safekeeping,  on  being  ordered  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
I  have  so  written  to  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  it 
was  in  that  body  that  the  resolution  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the 
picture  originated.  I  believe  you  will  do  me  a  kindness  by  inform- 
ing my  friends  in  Nashville  of  my  action  in  regard  to  these  mat- 
ters, taken  by  me  some  weeks  past. 

"  Should  you  be  at  the  Cumberland  Army  reunion,  please  pre- 
sent my  kindest  regards  to  all  our  associates,  and  best  wishes  for 
a  most  cordial  and  happy  meeting. 

"  Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  «  GEO.  11.  THOMAS." 

Three  rousing  cheers  for  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
three  times  three  for  "Old  Pap  Thomas." 

Truly,  your  comrade, 

JOHN  KUIDI. 


Letters  and  Dispatches.  139 


FROM  COLONEL  T.  A.  APPERSON. 

Etna,  Illinois,  December  2,  18G9. 

General  Nathan  Kimball, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

Yours  of  recent  date  came  duly  to  hand.  In 
answer  I  can  not  say  at  this  time  whether  I  will  bo  with  you  or 
not  on  the  15th  and  16th  instants.  My  intention,  all  along,  has 
been  to  be  at  your  place  at  that  time,  and  I  shall  try  and  be  with 
you.  If  I  am  not  there,  you  may  rest  assured  that  at  all  times 
you  will  have  my  hearty  support.  If  it  is  so  that  I  can  not  be  at 
the  front,  I  will  help  to  bring  up  the  rear  guard,  sure. 
Believe  mo  to  be, 

Truly  yours, 

T.  A.  APPERSOK 


In  JRpmoriflin 


BRIGADIER  GENERAL  GEORGE  D.  WAGNER. 

Died — In  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  the  \\th  of  February ,.18G9, 
Brigadier  General  George  D.  Wagner,  late  coynmander  of  the 
2d  Division,  ±th  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

George  D.  Wagner  was  born  near  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  on  the 
23d  day  of  August,  1828.  When  quite  young,  he  moved  with  his 
father,  to  Warren  county,  Indiana,  where  almost  his  entire  time 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  was  spent  in  farming.  Notwith- 
standing his  limited  opportunities  for  study,  he  improved  his  time 
to  such  purpose  that  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  holding  this 
position  six  years,  during  three  of  which  he  acted  as  President  of 
the  Board,  and  had  supervision  of  the  Geological  Survoy  of  the 
state,  conducted  by  Dr.  Owen.  In  185G  and  1857,  he  was  repre- 
sentive  from  Warren  county  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana. 
In  1858,  ho  was  elected  state  senator  from  his  district,  and  held 
that  position  until  May  22,  1861,  when  he  was  commissioned 
colonel  of  the  15th  Indiana  volunteers.     He  was  also,  for  a  con- 
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siderable  time  prior  to  receiving  his  commission,  an  aid-de-camp 
ot  Governor  Morton,  and  rendered  valuable  services  in  suppress- 
ing disloyal  and  treasonable  conspiracies  in  various  parts  of  the 
state. 

After  the  reorganization  of  the  15th  Indiana"  infantry  at 
Lafayette,  Colonel  Wagner  was  ordered  to  report  to  General 
McClellan  in  West  Virginia,  and  arrived  with  his  regiment  at 
Rich  mountain  during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  Colonel 
Pegram,  and  in  time  to  aid  in  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  that 
officer,  with  his  troops  and  stores.  lie  was  then  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  fort  at  Eikwater,  which  position  he  held  until  that 
region  was  evacuated  by  the  rebel  forces  under  General  R.  E.  Lee. 

In  the  autumn  of  18G1,  Colonel  Wagner's  regiment  was 
transferred  to  Kentucky,  and  in  March,  18G2,  was  assigned  to  the 
21st  brigade  in  the  Gth  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  of  which 
brigade  he  was  commander  during  the  campaign  of  18G2,  under 
General  Buell,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh  and  Per- 
ryville. 

In  the  reorganization  of  the  army,  under  General  Rosecrans, 
as  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  he  retained  command  of  the 
brigade,  and  took  an  active  and  honorable  part  in  the  battle  of 
Stone  river,  and  on  account  of  his  conduct  during  those  cam- 
paigns, was  appointed  brigadier  general  of  volunteers,  to  date 
from  the  29th  of  November,  18G2.  lie  participated  with  his 
command  in  the  engagements  of  the  army  under  General  Rose- 
crans, until  the  capture  of  Chattanooga,  when  he  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  that  post. 

In  the  reorganization  of  the  army  after  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  General  Wagner  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
2d  brigade,  2d  division,  4th  corps,  and  in  the  battle  of  Lookout 
mountain,  was  the  left  brigade  of  General  Sheridan's  division. 

In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1864,  he  took  part  in  the  cam- 
paign and  engagements  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Atlanta, 
and  accompanied  the  4th  corps  to  Tennessee,  where,  at  the  battle 
of  Franklin,  lie  commanded  the  2d  division  of  that  corps.     After 
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this  battle,  he  took  part  in  no  other  engagement,  but  was  assigned 
to  a  command  at  St.  Louis. 

General  Wagner  was,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term,  a  self- 
made  man,  of  strong  character,  and  untiring  energy;  sometimes 
blunt  and  arbitrary,  yet  frank  and  kindhearted.  lie  did  all  in 
his  power  to  sustain  the  Government  during  its  sore  trials.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  devoted  himself  to  his  private  business  with 
the  same  ardor  and  energy  which  had  always  distinguished  him, 
until  his  career  was  suddenly  closed  in  death,  and  the  cause  of 
country  and  freedom  was  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  another 
champion. 


BREVET  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  EDWARD  S.  KITCIIELL. 


Died — In  Olney,  Illinois,  on  the  Wth  of  July,  18G0,  of  carbuncle 
on  the  chin,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Edward  S.  Kitciiell, 
late  Colonel  of  the  98f/i  Illinois  volunteers. 

Edward  S.  Kitciiell  was  born  in  Palestine,  Illinois,  on  the  21st 
of  December,  1829.  In  1849  he  crossed  the  plains  to  California, 
and  spent  three  years  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Returning  in  1852,  he 
settled  in  Olney,  where  he  commenced  the  practice  of  the  law,  and 
soon  gained  an  enviable  reputation  and  a  large  practice.  Here,  on 
the  28th  of  July,  1857,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  Cliffe,  an  amiable 
and  accomplished  lady,  who,  with  three  fatherless  children,  is  left 
to  mourn  the  untimely  death  of  our  noble  comrade,  cut  oft'  in  his 
early  prime.  Two  other  children  have  preceded  their  father  to 
the  unseen  world. 

The  portion  of  the  state  in  which  Mr.  Kitciiell  lived  was 
called  Egypt;  and  in  185G  he  edited  the  Olney  Times,  the  first 
Republican  paper  published  in  that  section  of  the  state,  and  was 
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one  of  the  thirty-nine  Republicans  in  his  county.  This  fact  shows 
the  independence  of  his  character  and  the  strength  of  his  convic- 
tions. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  though  feeling  the  deepest  inter- 
est in  its  success,  and  using  every  honorable  means  to  fill  the 
ranks  of  the  Union  army,  circumstances  prevented  his  entering 
the  service.  He,  however,  proved  himself  in  a  thousand  ways  the 
soldier's  friend  and  advocate.  As  time  progressed  and  the  prospects 
of  success  seemed  gloomy,  he  sacrificed  all  the  ties  of  home  and 
family,  and  after  laboring  to  recruit  the  98th  Illinois  volunteers, 
was  commissioned  its  lieutenant  colonel  on  the  3d  of  September, 
18G2,  at  Centralia,  and  immediately  embarked  for  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, at  that  time  threatened  by  the  rebel  army  under  Bragg. 
His  regiment  was  attached  to  Dumont's  division  and  Wilder's 
brigade,  and  immediately  sent  to  pursue  Wheeler's  cavalry.  With 
this  command  he  remained  until  the  close  of  1SG-1,  and  on  the  11th 
of  July,  in  that  year,  was  commissioned  its  colonel.  The  brig- 
ade was  armed  with  Spencer  rifles,  and  soon  became  widely  known 
throughout  the  army,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  following 
engagements,  in  all  of  which  Colonel  Kitciiell  participated,  viz  : 
Hoover's  gap,  Chickamauga,  Knoxville,  Chattanooga,  Buzzard's 
roost,  New  Hope  church,  Blue  pond,  Big  shanty,  Kenesaw 
mountain,  siege  of  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  besides  numerous  skir- 
mishes. 

On  the  reorganization  of  the  cavalry,  after  the  battle  of  Nash- 
ville, Colonel  Kitchell's  regiment  was  attached  to  the  second 
division  of  the  cavalry  corps,  under  command  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Eli  Long,  and  participated  in  Wilson's  raid  through  Alabama 
and  Georgia.  For  gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Selma,  April  2,  18G5 
he  was  breveted  brigadier  general.  Returning  home  with  his 
regiment,  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  with  them,  at  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  July  G,  18G5. 

The  qualities  which  had  endeared  him  to  his  soldiers,  com- 
mended him  on  his  return  to  civil  life  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  in 
18GG  ho  received  the  Republican  nomination  for  member  of  Con- 
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gress  from  the  11th  district  of  Illinois.  He  entered  upon  the  can- 
vass with  characteristic  energy,  polling  the  largest  vote  ever  cast 
for  a  Republican  candidate  in  that  district.  In  all  other  matters 
of  public  interest  he  took  a  leading  part,  and  gave  liberally  of  his 
time  and  means  to  the  furtherance  of  every  scheme  to  build  up 
the  material,  intellectual  and  moral  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lived.  Honest,  intelligent,  public-spirited,  he  had  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  to  a  remarkable  degree.  As 
a  patriot,  a  citizen,  a  friend,  a  husband  and  father — in  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life,  he  was  worthy  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held.  At  his  death,  tho  Odd  Fellows,  the  Bar,  and  the  citizens  of 
his  town,  passed  resolutions  expressive  of  their  sense  of  the  great 
loss  which  had  befallen  the  community;  and  at  his  funeral,  which 
took  place  on  the  12th  of  July,  the  largest  concourse  of  people  who 
had  ever  assembled  on  a  similar  occasion  accompanied  his  remains 
to  the  grave.  His  old  soldiers  escorted  his  body  to  the  tomb, 
mourning  as  only  those  who  can  who  have  lost  one  endeared  to 
them  by  the  common  sufferings;  dangers  and  triumphs  of  war. 
10 


ot    Tsii: 


OKDER  AND  SPECIFICATIONS 


OF  THE 


Badge  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 

ADOPTED  BY  THE  SOCIETY. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  June  19,  18G5. 
General  Orders, 


I 


No.  41. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  serving  in  this  vicinity,  held  at  the  Headquarters 
of  the  Artillery  Command  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  on  Saturday. 
June  10th,  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety 
of  adopting  a  badge  to  signalize  and  perpetuate  the  history  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  adopt  such 
a  badge,  and  the  following  officers  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
report  a  design  for  the  same  : 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  J.  L.  Donaldson,  Chief  Quarter- 
master, Department  of  the  Cumberland; 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  E.  Opdyke,  Commanding  Brigade, 
Fourth  Corps ; 

Brevet  Colonel  W.  H.  Greenwood,  Assistant  Inspector  Gen- 
eral, Fourth  Corps  ; 

Lieutenant  Colonel  \V.  L.  Foulke,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry ; 

Captain  R.  II.  Litson,  Twenty-second  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 


/ 
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On  motion,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then 
adopted : 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land are  about  to  abandon  the  profession  of  arms,  and  again 
mingle  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  home — 

Resolved,  That,  in  parting  with  each  other,  we  do  so  with 
mingled  feelings  of  sorrow,  sadness  and  pride — sorrow,  because 
friends,  bound  together  by  ties  formed  on  many  battle-fields,  must 
part;  sadness  at  turning  our  backs  upon  the  thousand  fresh-made 
graves  of  our  brave  comrades;  and  pride,  because  it  has  been  our 
good  fortune  to  be  numbered  among  the  members  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  have  each  done  his  part  in  proving  to  the 
world  that  republics  have  the  ability  to  maintain  and  perpetuate 
themselves. 

Resolved,  That,  in  parting,  we  do  as  we  have  many  times  done 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  renew  our  pledges  of  unending  fidelity 
to  each  other;  and  that,  in  whatever  position  in  life  we  may  hap- 
pen to  be,  wo  will  never  permit  our  affections  to  be  estranged  from 
those  who  continue  to  fight  our  battles,  but  that  we  will  sustain 
and  defend  them  at  all  times  and  in  all  proper  places. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  named  persons,  and  none  others, 
are  authorized  to  wear  the  badge  of  tho  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land : 

I.  All  soldiers  of  that  army  now  in  service  and  in  good 
tanding; 

II.  All  soldiers  who  formerly  belonged  to  that  army,  and  have 
received  honorabledischarges  fromthe  same. 

Resolved,  That  any  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
who  is  now  entitled  to  wear  the  badge  of  the  army,  who  may 
hereafter  be  dishonorably  dismissed  the  service,  shall,  by  such  dis- 
charge, forfeit  the  right  to  wear  said  badge. 
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Resolved,  That  we  exhort  all  members  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  to  discountenance  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  any  un- 
authorized persons  to  arrogate  to  themselves  honor  to  which  they 
are  not  entitled,  by  wearing  our  badge. 

The  badge  committee  then  invited  all  to  send  in  designs,  and 
announced  that  the  committee  would  be  open  to  receive  until 
9  a.  m.  Wednesday,  June  14. 

The  badge  described  in  the  accompanying  specifications, 
having,  since  that  date,  been  selected  by  the  committee,  the  same 
is  adopted,  and  is  hereby  announced  as  the  badge  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland. 

By  Command  op  Major  General  Tiiomas. 

WILLIAM  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Brigadier  General  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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SPECIFICATIONS  FOE  BADGE  OF   THE   AEMY   OF   THE 
CUMBEBLAND. 


1.  Star — Five-pointed.     Suspended,  point  upward.     Frosted,  gold 

or  silver,  with  polished  edge  one  twenty-fourth  of  an  inch 
wide. 

Points  of  Star  blunt  or  very  slightly  rounded.  Eadius 
of  Circle  of  outer  points  nine-tenths  of  an  inch,  of  inner 
points  four  and  a  half  tenths  of  an  inch. 

2.  Triangle  —  In   center   of  Star,   point  upward.     Frosted,   gold 

or  silver,  with  polished  edge  one  twenty-fourth  of  an 
inch  wide,  elevated  above  star  one  thirty-second  of  an  inch, 
or  engraved,  if  wearer  chooses.  Triangle  of  such  size,  as 
to  leave  space  around  it  in  frosted  part  of  the  Star. 

3.  Acorn — In  center  of  Triangle,  polished,  gold  or  silver — with 

frosted  cap  and  polished  stem,  in  alto  relievo.,  or  engraved. 
Acorn  of  such  size,  as  to  leave  space  around  it  in  frosted 
part  of  Triangle.  Enameled  natural  color,  if  the  wearer 
chooses. 

4.  Ribbon — Silk,  Bed,  TVhite,  and  Blue,  three-quarters    of  inch 

wide,  one  and  one-fourth  inches  long. 

5.  Pin — Concave,  oval,  five-tenths  of  an  inch  long,  two  and  a  half 

tenths  of  an  inch  wide.  Frosted,  gold  or  silver  with  pol- 
ished edge  raised.  Laurel  wreath  surrounding  oval,  which 
is  supported  at  both  sides  by  pillars.  Oval  to  be  one-six- 
teenth of  an  inch  above  wreath,  with  "Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland "  engraved  therein.  Entire  oval  between  pillars, 
seven  and  a  half  tenths  of  an  inch  long. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

AETICLE  I. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Association  shall  bo  the  "  Soci- 
ety of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,"  and  said  Society  shall 
include  every  officer  and  soldier  who  has  at  any  time  served  with 
honor  in  that  army. 

Honorary  members  may  be  elected  from  those  officers 
who  have  become  distinguished  in  any  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  fortunes  and  achievements  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland :  to  preserve  that  unanimity  of  loyal  sentiment, 
and  that  kind  and  cordial  feeling  which  has  been  an  eminent 
characteristic  of  this  army;  and  the  main  element  of  the  power 
and  success  of  its  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
The  history  and  glory  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to 
this  army,  who  have  fallen  either  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  other- 
wise in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall  bo  a  permanent  and  sacred 
trust  to  this  Society,  and  every  effort  shall  bo  made  to  collect  and 
preserve  the  proper  memorials  of  their  services,  to  inscribe  their 
names  upon  the  roll  of  honor,  and  transmit  their  fame  to  pos- 
terity. It  shall  also  be  the  object  and  bounden  duty  of  this  Soci- 
ety to  relieve,  as  for  as  possible,  the  families  of  such  deceased 
officers  and  soldiers  when  in  indigent  circumstances,  either  by  the 
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voluntary  contributions  of  the  members,  or  in  such  other  manner  as 
they  may  determine  when  the  cases  are  brought  to  their  attention. 
This  provision  shall  also  hereafter  apply  to  the  suffering  families 
of  those  members  of  the  Society  who  may,  in  the  future,  be  called 
hence,  and  the  welfare  of  the  soldier's  widow  and  orphan  shall 
forever  be  a  holy  trust  in  the  hands  of  his  surviving  comrades. 

ARTICLE  III. 

.For  the  purpose  of  effecting  these  objects  the  Society  shall  be 
organized  by  the  annual  election  of  a  President,  and  a  Yico  Presi- 
dent from  each  State  having  soldiers  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, to  be  nominated  by  members  from  the  several  States,  a  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  a  Eecording  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer. 

The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year;  the  time  and 
place  of  the  next  meeting  to  be  selected  by  ballot  at  each  meeting. 
Ail  members  of  the  Society  who  are  prevented  by  any  cause  from 
personally  attending  are  expected  to  notify  the  corresponding 
secretary,  and  to  impart  such  information  in  regard  to  themselves 
as  they  may  think  proper,  and  as  may  be  of  interest  to  their 
brethren  of  the  Society. 

Having  a  fraternal  feeling  for,  and  honoring  the  glorious 
efforts  of,  our  brothers  in  arms  belonging  to  other  armies  who 
have  shared  with  us  the  service  of  saving  our  Government,  the 
president  and  either  of  the  vice  presidents  shall  be  authorized  to 
invite  the  attendance  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States  armies 
at  any  of  our  annual  meetings. 
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BY-LAWS. 

I,  All  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  opened  by  prayer  to 
Almighty  God  by  a  former  chaplain  of  the  army,  or  by  a  minister 
of  the  gospel,  to  be  selected  for  the  occasion  by  the  president  of 
the  Society. 

II,  Every  officer  and  soldier  desiring  to  become  a  member  of 
this  Society  shall,  upon  signing  the  constitution,  pay  to  the  treas- 
urer the  sum  of  five  dollars  as  an  initiation  feo,  and  thereafter  the 
like  sum  of  five  dollars  per  annum  as  yearly  dues;  and  shall 
thereupon  be  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society, 
when  published,  free  of  charge. 

III,  Any  member  who  shall  be  in  arrears  for  dues  for  a  period 
of  two  years,  shall  have  his  name  dropped  from  the  rolls. 

IY.  All  moneys  paid  out  by  the  treasurer  shall  be  upon  the 
written  order  of  the  recording  secretary,  approved  by  the  written 
consent  of  the  president;  and  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society,  the  treasurer  shall  make  a  full  report  of  his  receipts  and 
disbursements. 

Y.  When  the  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this  Society 
shall  be  decided  upon,  the  president  shall  appoint  an  executive 
committee  of  three  (3)  members,  resident  at  such  place,  or  contig- 
uous thereto,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  all  needful  prepara- 
tions and  arrangements  for  such  meeting. 
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VI.  That  prior  to  the  final  adjournment  of  the  Society,  at 
such  annual  meeting  thereof,  the  president  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members,  resident  of  the  city  in  which  such  meet- 
ing shall  bo,  and  not  officers  of  the  Society,  as  a  committee  on 
bills  and  claims,  and  to  such  committee  all  claims  against  the 
Society  of  whatsoever  character,  should  be  referred  for  investiga- 
tion and  allowance  before  being  paid. 

VII.  No  member  of  the  Society  shall  speak  more  than  once 
on  any  question  of  business,  and  no  longer  than  five  minutes, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Society  first  obtained. 

VIII.  At  each  annual  meeting  there  shall  be  selected,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Society  shall  determine,  from  the  members  of  the 
Society,  a  person  to  deliver  an  address  upon  the  history  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  the  objects  of  the  Society,  at  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

IX.  Cushinfs  Manual  of  Parliamentary  Law  shall  be  author- 
ity for  the  government  and  regulation  of  all  meetings  of  this 
Society. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


THE   FOLLOWING   LIST   GIVES    THE     RANK     AND    POST   OFFICE    ADDRESS 
OF    EACH   MEMBER: 

Abbott,  Will  A.,  Captain  79th  Indiana  Inf.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.. 

Adae,  Carl  A.  G-.,  Captain  4th  Ohio  Cav.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Adams,  W.  A.,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  TJ.  S.  V.,  Morgantown, 

Ind. 
Allen,  Theo.  F.,  Brevet  Colonel  U.S.  Y.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Ammen,  Jacob,  Brigadier  General  TJ.  S.  Y.,  Lockland,  O. 
Andalbu,  E.  L.,  Captain  72d  Ohio  Inf. 
Anderson,  E.  G-.,  Co.  C  74th  Indiana  Inf. 
Anderson,  E.  L.,  Captain  52d  Ohio  Inf.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Anderson,  M".  T.,  Captain  51st  Indiana  Inf.,  Eed  Oak  Junction, 

Iowa. 
Anderson,  N".  L.,  Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  Y.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Andrews,  K.  S.,  Colonel  12th  U.  S.  C.  Art.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Armstrong,  William  P.,  Captain  74th  Ohio  Inf.,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Arnold,  M.  F.,  Sergeant  12th  Indiana  Inf.,  Morgantown,  Ind.         ; 
Ashbrook,  A.  P.,  Lieutenant  17th  Ohio  Inf.,  Lancaster,  O. 
Atkins,  Smith  D.,  Brevet  Major  General  TJ.  S.  Y.,  Freeport,  111. 
Atwater,  M.  B.,  Captain  51st  Illinois  Inf.,  Newton,  Iowa. 

Babbitt,  A.  T.,  Captain  93d  Ohio  Inf. 

Babcock,  E.  E.,  Hospital  Steward  88th  Illinois  Inf.,  Freeport,  111: 
Babcock,  S.,  Lieutenant  1st  Wisconsin  Inf.,  Milwaukie,  Wis. 
Bacon,  C.  IL,  Surgeon  13th  U.  S.  Cav.,  Lockport,  111. 
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Bailey,  0.  H.,  Lieut.  Colonel  73d  Indiana  Inf.,  Plymouth,  Ind. 

Baird,  John  P.,  Colonel  85th  Indiana  Inf.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Baker,  Edward,  Co.  B  3d  Kentucky  Cav.,  Princeton,  Ind. 

Baker,  II.  N.,  Captain  74th  Illinois  Inf. 

Baker,  John  J.,  Lieut.  Colonel  19th  Michigan  Inf.,  Sturgis,  Mich. 

Balding,  T.  E.,  Brevet  Major  24th  Wisconsin  Inf.,  Milwaukie,  Wis. 

Baldwin,  A.  P.,  Captain  6th  Ohio  Light  Battery,  Akron,  O. 

Baldwin,  N.  A.,  Captain  Co.  B  1st  Ohio  Art.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Ballard,  Wm.  II.  H.,  Sergeant  17th  Indiana  Inf.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Ballow,  J.  T.,  Captain  TJ.  S.  Y.,  Peru,  Ind. 

Bane,  O.  F.,  Captain  123d  Illinois  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 

Banning,  H.  B.,  Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  V.,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Bannister,  D.,  Brevet  Colonel  and  Paymaster,  Columbus,  O. 

Barber,  G.  M.,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  TJ.  S.  V.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Barber,  E.  P.,  Sergeant  Co.  G  89th  Ohio  Inf.,  Mt.  Repose,  Clermont 

Co.,  0. 
Barger,  B.  F.,  Major  33d  Ohio  Inf.,  Bloomington,  111. 
Barker,  John  D.,  Captain  1st  Ohio  Cav.,  Marietta,  0. 
Barker,  W.,  Captain  20th  Ohio  Battery,  Cleveland,  0. 
Barlow,  J.  W.,  Brevet  Lieut.  Colonel  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 
Barnes,  John,  Captain  23d  Kentucky  Inf.,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Barnett,  James,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V.,  Cleveland,  O. 
Barnum,  II.  A.,  Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  Y.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Barrell,  Henry  C,  Surgeon  38th  Illinois  Inf.,  Springfield,  111. 
Barrett,  W.  W.,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V.,  Columbus,  Miss. 
Barrow,  S.  S.,  Captain  9th  Michigan  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 
Bartholomew,  W.  II.,  Major  34th  Inf.,  TJ.  S.  A. 
Bass,  Wm.,  Sergeant  59th  Illinois  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 
Bates,  Caleb,  Major  and  A.  D.  C,  U.  S.  V.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Bauer,  0.  F.,  Captain  123d  Illinois  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 
Bayliss,  Tot.  P.,  Lieutenant  and  Quartermaster  74th  Indiana  Inf., 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Beattie,  Alex.  II.,  Captain  XL  S.  V.,  Helena,  Montana  Ter. 
Beebe,  G.  D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  V.,  Chicago,  111. 
Beeber,  J.  W.,  Lieutenant  Co.  F  87th  Indiana  Inf.,  Rochester,  Ind. 
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Bennett,  Henry,  Chicago  Artillery,  Chicago,  111. 

Bestow,  Marcus  P.,  Brevet  Colonel  and  A.  A.  G.,  U.  S.  V.,  New 
York  City. 

Bickham,  Win.  D.,  Major  and  A.  D.  C,  U.  S.  V.,  Dayton,  O. 

Bidwell,  T.  S.,  Assistant  Surgeon,  124th  Ohio  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 

Bigelow,  J.  C,  Lieut.  Colonel  134th  Illinois  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 

Biggs,  Jonathan,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V.,  Olney,  111. 

Billings,  Edwin  L.,  Captain  Co.  K  57th  Indiana  Inf.,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Billings,  II,  N.,  Captain  Co.  E  86th  Indiana  Inf.,  Williamsport,  Ind. 

Bingham,  Geo.  B.,  Colonel  1st  Wisconsin  Inf.,  Milwaukie,  Wis. 

Bird,  Ira  H.,  Lieutenant  and  Quartermaster  2d  Ohio  Inf.,  Cincin- 
nati, O. 

Bishop,  J.  W.,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V.,  Mankoto,  Minn. 

Black,  Harrison,  Captain  Co.  n  21st  Illinois  Inf.,  Kansas,  111. 

Blackman,  Collins,  Brevet  Captain  U.  S.  A.,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Blackstone,  J.,  Jr.,  15th  Pennsylvania  Cav.,  Pittsburg,  Penn. 

Blair,  George  E.,  Captain  Co.  A  17th  Ohio  Inf.,  Lancaster,  O. 

Blake,  John  W.,  Colonel  40th  Indiana  Inf.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Blakesley,  Archibald,  Lieut.  Colonel  78th  Pennsylvania  Inf.,  Pitts- 
burg, Penn. 

Blanch,  Willis,  Colonel  59th  Indiana  Inf.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Blanke,  Win,  Captain  24th  Illinois  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 

Blodgett,  A.  Z.,  96th  Illinois  Inf.,  Waukegan,  111. 

Bluthard,  P.  I.,  Surgeon  23d  Wisconsin  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 

Boal,  C.  T.,  Lieutenant  88th  Illinois  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 

Boden,  William,  Lieut.  Colonel  23d  Kentucky  Inf.,  Newport,  Ky. 

Bogue,  Eoswell  I.,  Surgeon  19th  Illinois  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 

Bohan,  John,  Lieutenant  8th  Indiana  Inf.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Boltz,  Fred  F.,  Captain  88th  Indiana  Inf. 

Bone,  Thomas  C,  Colonel  115th  Ohio  Inf.,  Salem,  O. 

Bones,  Wm.,  Captain  22d  Wisconsin  Inf.,  Cresco,  Iowa. 

Bowles,  C.  B.,  Sergeant  Co.  H  92d  Illinois  Inf.,  Aston,  111. 

Boyd,  J.  M.,  Colonel  19th  Ohio  Inf. 

Boyd,  James  S.,  Colonel  51st  Illinois  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 

Boyden,  A.  H.,  Major  and  Ass't  Paymaster  U.  S.  V.,  Chicago,  111. 
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Boydston,  Nelson  F.,  Major  30th  Indiana  Inf.,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

Boyer,  Frederick  N.,  Lieutenant  59th  Illinois  Inf.,  Kansas,  III. 

Bradley,  L.  P.,  Brevet  Brigadier  General,  U.  S.  A. 

Brandt,  O.  B.,  Captain  17th  Ohio  Inf.,  Carroll,  O. 

Brannan,  John  M.,  Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  A. 

Brock  Jos.  B.,  Captain  Co.  D  93d  Ohio  Inf.,  Middletown,  O. 

Brommer,  David  F.,  Captain  19th  Illinois  Inf.,  Chicago,  111. 

Bridges,  Lyman,  Brevet  Colonel  U.  S.  Y.,  Chicago,  111. 

Bright,  William,  Captain  21st  Kentucky  Vet.  Inf.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Bristow,  Benjamin  II.,  Colonel  8th  Kentucky  Cav.,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Bristow,  James  II.,  Chaplain  5th  Kentucky  Inf.,  Covington,  Ky. 

Broettbeck,  S.  D.,  Major  12th  Iowa  Inf.,  Highland,  III. 

Brooke,  Hunter,  Brevet  Lieut.  Colonel  U.  S.  V.,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Brookneld,  E.  V.,  Brevet  Major  and  C.  S.,  U.  S.  V.,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Brooks,  0.  B.,  89th  Illinois  Inf.,  Aurora,  111. 

Brooks,  Edwin  F.,  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  1st  Wisconsin  Cav., 

Chicago,  111. 
Brown,  A.  A.,  Captain  Co.  II  15th  Wisconsin  Inf.,  Northfield,  Minn. 
Brown,  J.  Morris,  Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  A. 

Brown,  John  L.,  Captain  Co.  I  8th  Indiana  Cav.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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